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Tiiis  is3ue  cf  the  Pulletin  presents  a  brief  di^-est  cf  outr> 
stancJn,::;  lepisD.a'oirn  affectinr-  rural  l8.nd  use  enacted  by  (a)  the 
First  Session  of  the  76th  Con-'ress  and  (b)  the  Regu7Lar    and  Spe- 
cial Sessions  of  State  Lec-islature*s  meeting  in  1939,     It  contin- 
ues the  series  of  surmaries  borun  hj  Mr,  H,  A,  Hockley  in  1937, 
T/vi'iich  first  appeared  as  a  publication  of  the  Lan^"-  P'~licy  Section, 
i-'ivision  of  -^an"  Utiliza.tif"n,  Resettlement  AcVdni  strati  on,  and 
later  as  a  publication  of  the  Farm  Security  A:lministration  and  of 
the  Bureau  r.f  Apricultural  Economics  successively.    Bulletins  Z9 
and  40  of  the  series  represent'  a  ccmpendiun  of  the  enacted  leris- 
lation  f'^r  tl:;e  legislative  biennium  of  195'" -1933,    Bulletin  51  ig  " 
int-endei  to  be  mich  the  same  sort  of  ccmpila-tion  for  the  1939  leg- 
iolE-tive  year. 

Both  "^EDEI;AL  L5GISIATI0N    and    STATE  LEGISLATION    are  ar- 
ranged acccroinf-  to  subject  matter,      /ui  in'.'ex  of  Stcite  legisla- 
tion by  otato'S  is  proArided  at  the  endj     and  Y/nere    a  particular 
iter,  of  Sta.te    legisla-tion  is  not  found  under  its  subject-matter 
heading,  it  may  sometimes  be  fcun"  unoer  another  s^jb ject-m£.tter 
heading  if  the  State  Index  is  consulted. 

Both  session  law  chapter  (or  page)  numbers  and  legislative 
bill  numbers  are  given  for  State  laws  vdien  the  information  was 
available. 

No  reference  has  been  m.ade  to  housing  legislation,  either 
urban  or  rural.  The  Central  ^"ousing  Ccimnittee  he.s  issued  an 
"Annual  3LU-;imai'y  of  State  end  Federal  Laws  R  lating  :to  Public  a.nd 
Private  Housing."  It  is  published  as  the  September,  1939,  ^p— 
pleiuent  t''  the  Housing  Legal  Digest  (1601  %e  Street,  N.  ¥,,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,), 
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Alaban.a 
Arkansas 
•^olorado 


Sessions  continued: 

Convened  ' 

March  15 
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Wil  28  ■ 
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Jul:/  14- 


Adnourned 

fcch  31 
AUj~ust  3 
L^ay  12 
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July  14  ■ 


FEDERAL 
LEGISLATION 


AGRICULTURE 


Eradication  oT  Pink  ■lollY.^orra 

Ri'-lic  j  c.  ?^51  (K.R.  4638,  '^r,  Kleterg),  approved  August  9. 
The  Jecretarj/"  of  j-:.g-riculture  is  directed^  vfith  the  assistance  of 
the  State  Department,  to  discuss  with  the  Ifexican  Government  and 
with  various  State  governments  plans  for  the  eradication  and  con- 
trol   of    pinlc  tollworm  affecting  cotton-     and  to  report    to  the 
Presic^ent  not  later  than  January  10,  1940. 

Federal  Seed  Law 


Public  No.  554  (H.R.  5625,  Tr.  Gof.iee),  approved  August  9. 
Agricu].tural  and  vegetable  seeds,  to  be  transported  in  interstate 
com":"!erce,     must  bear  labels  giving     (l).  the  name  of  the  seed,  (2) 
the  origin,     (3)  the  percentage  and  kinds  of  noxious  weed  seeds, 
and  (4)  the  name  and  address  of  the  person  transporting  the  seed 
or  delivering  it  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce.  Ger- 
mination tests  must  also  have  been  made  im.thin  a  5-month  period 
immediately  prior  to  transportation.    A  complete  record    of  the 
origin,  germination,  and  purity  of  each  lot  of  agricultural  seed 
must    be    kept  by  persons  engaging    in    interstate  transportation 
thereof,  ano-  is  to  be  made  available  to  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture or  his  agents  for  inspection  at  any  time  within  3  years. 

Some  exceptions  from  the  usual  label  requirements    are  au- 
thorized in  the  case  of  farmer  producers  selling  direct    to  con- 
sujnersj  of  shippers  of  seed  or  grain  not  intended  for  seeding  our- 
poses;  and  of  seed  sold  in  bulk.     CoiTunon  carriers    are    not  held 
responsible  for  the  labeling,  unless  they  engage  in  merchandising 
seed. 

It  is  prohibited  to  im.port  into  the  United  States,   (1)  any 
seed  containing  more  than  10  per  cent  of  agricultural  or  vegetable 
seeds  v/hich  are  a,dulterated  or  unfit  for  seeding  purposes  ,  (2) 
screening; s  of  certain  kinds  of  seeds,  and  (3)  alfalfa  or  red  clo- 
ver seed  which  has  not  been  properly  stained.     Certain  exceptions 
arc  authorized  in  the  case    of    seeds  imported    for    other  than 
seeding  purposes. 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  authority    to    make  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,     Provision  is  al- 
so made  for  cease  and  desist  procedures,  for  criminal  penalties, 
and  for  the  seizure  and  disposal  of  illegally  transported  seed. 
The  Importation  of  Adulterated  Seeds  Act  of  1912  (U.S.C,  11-116, 
inclusive)  is  repealed. 


(.;4riculturc  cont.) 


Surplus  .:;:;ri cultural  Comviodities 

Public  Ko.  557  (3.  2697^  ^[r.  Fyrnes),  approved  August  ].l. 
The  Coiu^'iodity  Credit  Corporation  is  authorized,  pursuant  to  ap- 
propriate treaties,  to  exchange  surplus  agricultura?-  commodities 
for  strategic  and.  critical  defense  materials  produced  abroad. 
Authority  is  granted  to  the  Corporation  to  utilize  the  services 
01  other  agencies,  to  handi.e  the  acquired  materi^lls,  and  to  trans- 
fer them  to  other  government  agencies, 

Riblic  Resolution  No.  52  (H.J.R.  375,  T'r.  Jones),  approved 
iiUgust  11.  Th.e  Comvaodity  Credit  Corporation  is  authorized,  vj-ith 
the  c;.ppi'ov.:.l  of  the  President,  to  sell  surplus  agricultural  prod- 
cuts  fo  foreign  govjrnmcnts  on  condition  that  they  be  held  as  de- 
fense ma,terials  for  a  period  of  5  years.  No  concession  below  the 
prevailing  v.-orld  market  price  for  unrestricted  use  of  the  commod- 
ities is  allo^/able.     Cotton  sales  are  limited  to  500,000  bales. 

A;:.ricultura].  '  ir.rketing  Act  Loans 

Public  I'o.  150^  (H.R.  2179 Ir.  Jones),  approved  June  22, 
The  int::re'"i. .  rab-..s  set  forth  in  certain  notes  and  obligations 
taken  by  the  "ederal  Farm  Board  and  the  Farm  Credit  Administra- 
tion for  loans  made  from,  the  rcArolving  fund  provided  by  section 
6  of  the  Agricultural  i.'arkoting  Act  (45  Stat.  11)  are  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  tbic  refund  of  interest  collected  in  excess 
of  those  rates  is  authorized. 


AGRICULTURAL  ADJU-STi  SITT 


Re app o r t i o nme nt  of  Cotton  Acreage  Allotments 

Public  1.0.  6  (J.  630,  f.'r.  Lee),  a-eproved  Liarch  13,  Malcos 
r)'„m£'.nent  the  provision  permitting  cotton  allotments  not  used  by 
original  allottees  to  lie  reallottcd  by  coimty  committees  to  otlier 
farms  mthin  the  same  state.      The  county  committee  "shall  con- 
sider only  the  character  and  adaptability  of  the  soil  and  other 
physical  facilities  affecting  the  production    of    cotton  and  the 
need  of  operator  for  cn  additional  allotment  to  meet  the  require- 
ment of  the  farailies  engaging  in  the  production  of  cotton  on  the 
farm.  .  ."    This  is  an  amendment  to  Subsection  (h)  of  se^-tion  544 
of  tlie  ,  .gricn.ltural  .adjustment  Act  of  193B. 


(Agr,  Adjust,  cont) 
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Advances  for  Crop  Insurance 

Public  No.  9     (S.  1098^  I'lr.  VJheeler),     approved  March  24. 
Producers  participating  in  the  Soil  Conservation    and  Doraestic 
Allotment  program  may  have  the  premiums  for  insuring  their  crops 
with  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  advanced  to  the  Cor- 
poration by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.    Advances  mil  then  be 
deducted  from  any  payments  due  the  producers  under  provisions  of 
the  Soil  Consei^ation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act.    This    is  an 
amendxaent  to  Section  12  of  that  Act. 


Cotton-  Pool  Participation  Trust  Certificates 

■Public  No.  27  (HoR.  3801;,  I^Ir.  Johnson),  approved  April  5. 
The  .;!)1^  800,000  appropriation  for  retiring  cotton  pool  partici- 
pation trust  certificates  is  made  available  for  an  additional 
period  ending  December  31,  1939.  Authority  of  the  cotton  pool 
manager  to  purchase  the  certificates  is  extended  to  September 
30,  1939. 

Acreage  Allotments 

Public  No.  30  (3,  1363,  Kx.  Eankhead),  approved  April  10. 
P^epeals  that  section  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1938 
(Sec,  101(c)  (4))vmich  grants  an  additional  25  per  cent  acreage 
allotment  to  farms  upon  T\rhich    the    planted  acreage  is  less  than 
80  per  cent  of  the  farm  acreage  allotment. 


Cotton  Acreage  Allotments 

Pub3-ic  No.  149     (S.  1569,     Mr.  Hatch),  approved  June  22, 
Makes  permanent  the  provisi'.'ns  of  Section  334  of  the  Agricultur- 
al Adjustment  Act  of  1938,  y/hich  relate  (l)  to  the  minimum  county 
allotments  of  acreage^   (2)  to  the  4  per  cent  allotment  to  farms, 
and  (3)  to  the  requirement  that    the    farm  acreage  allotment  for 
any  farm  be  not  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  acreage  planted  to 
cotton,  plus  50  per  cent  of  the  acreage  diverted  from  cotton  pro- 
duction in  1937. 


Amendments  Relating  to  Tobacco 

Public  No.  535  (H.R.  6538,  llr.  Chapman),  ariproved  August  7. 
Subsection  (b)  of  section  312    is    asuended  so  that  the  marketing 
quota  for  burley,  fire  cured  and  dark-air  cured  tobacco  provided 
for  in  tha  t  subsection  vdll  not  be  effective    "for  any  marketing 
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year  for  v/hich    a    ns.rkGting  quota  v/as  proclaimed  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  subsection    (a)  of  this  section,"    This  vrould  have 
the  effect  of  eliminating  a  second  referendum  on  marketing  quotas 
for  these  types  of  tobaccos. 

Public  No.  556  (H.R.  6559,  I\!r,  Cooley),  approved  August  7, 
Subsection  (a)  of  Section  512  is  amended  so  as  to  permit  the 
Secretary  of  Agricuj.ture  to  procl8.im  the  marketing  quota  for  to- 
bacco at  any  time  during  the  calendar  year,  instead  of  betYreen 
November  15th  and  December  1st  as  before.  The  Secretary  may  also 
increase  the  national  mp.rkcting  quota  b;/  10  per  cent  if  an  in- 
crease is  needed  to  meet  marlccting  conditions. 

Public  No.  557     (H.R.  6540,  Mr.  Cooley),  aoproved  August  7. 
Section  515  is  amended  by  th'.;  addition  of  subsection  (g),  which 
authorizes  marketing  quotas  to  be  established    on    the  basis  of 
farm  acreage  allotments  (in  place  of  the  pre-existing  pound  quota 
system).    A  uniform  increase    in    allotments  calculated  for  small 
farms    is    provided  for  and  reductions  of  s.llotments  by  an  amount 
equivalent  to  any  amount  of  tobacco  marketed  in  violation  of  the 
law  in  the  preceding  year  are  required. 

Riblic  No.  558  (n.R.  6541,  Mr.  Cooley),  approved  i^gust  7. 
Section  514  is  am_ended  to  provide  for  a  penalty  of  10(t  per  pound 
on  flue-oured,  L.Iaryland,  or  burlcy  tobacco  rnd  5-^  per  pound  on 
all  other  kinds  of  tobacco  marketed  in  excess  of  the  marketing 
quota. 

National  Allotment  of  Cotton 

Public  Resolution  No.  52  (li.J.Res.  247,  Mr.  Jones),  approved 
July  26.      Section  545  (b)    of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of 
1S58,  is  cjnended  so  as  to  fix  the  national  allotm.ent  of  cotton  for 
any  year  (after  1959)  at  not  less  then  10,000,000  bales. 


National  Wnoat  Allotment 

Piblic  .Resolution  No.  55  (H.J. Res.  248,  'Jt.  Jones),  approved 
July  26.      S-ction  555    of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1958 
is  amended  so  -^s  to  fix  the  national  allotment  of  wheat  at  not  less 
than  55,000,000  acr'_.s  for  z.ny  one  year, 

V'/heat  "iferkcting  O.iotas 


Public  Resolution  No.  55  (H.J. Res.  545,  ilr.  Jones,  approved 
July  26.     Section  555(c)  of  the  AgricvJ.tural  Adjustm.cnt  Act  of  1958, 
is  amended  so  that  the  farm,  vrheat  marketing  quota  shall  be  equal  to 
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the  actual  productiLon    or    the  normal  production,  vrhichever  is 
gr'ir'.tcr,  of  the  farm  acroago  allotm.cnt,  plus  ponalty-irce  carry- 
over iron  £nj  previous  crop.    Farmers  arc  not  to. be  penalized  so 
lonp-  as  they  do  not  m_arket  wheat  in  excess  of  the  farm  marketing 
quota..  .  ■  .  -  ' 


Corn  M:  rk-tin-  Quota  '  .  ■ 

Public  ke solution  Fo«  54  (H.J, Res.  342,  Lir.  Jones),  approv- 
ed July  26,      S.:,ction  522    of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of 
1938  is  amended    so    that  (1)  the  marketing  percentage  for  corn 
r.iarketing  quotas  may  be  proclr.imcd  at  any  tirie  prior  to  September 
iSthj   (2)  thi^  outcom-C  of  the  corn  marketing  quota  referendum  may 
be  procl^'.imod  at  any  time  prior  to  October  10th j  and  (3)  the  me.r— 
kotiRs;  percentap:e  is  100  per  cont.  - 


CIVILLII  C0N3.ERVATI0N  CORPS 


Continuation  of  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps 

Public  ko.  326  (H.R.  2990,  IvR^s.  kcrton),  approved  August  7. 
The  Ci\d.lian  Conservation  Corps  is  continued  to  July  1,  1943,  and 
the  designation  of  an  appropriate  official  seal  is  authorized. 


FORESTRY 


Additions  to  kationr.l  Forests  in  Montana 

Public  ko.  199  (3,  26,  Ilr.  ^'jTiceler),  approved  July  20.  The 
President  is  authorizjd  to  add  to  existing  national  forests,  or 
to  include  "in/ithin  new  national  forests,  any  unappropriated  public 
lends  situated  in  Montana  vv'hich  he  feels  tc  be  chiefly  valuable 
for  the  production  of  tinber  or  the  protection  of  watersheds. 

Additions  of  L:  nd  to  the  Eaniksu  Fational  Forest 

Public  ko,  574  (H.R.  2752,  Mr,  heavy),  aoprcved  -ugust  10. 
More  then  450,000  acres  within  the  apprcxim.atc  boundaries  of  the 
northeast  k'ashington  le^nd-utilization  project  arc  plr.ced  vfithin 
the  Kaniksu  N-ational  r'orest. 


( J'or CGtr3^  c ont . ) 
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Additions  of  Lr.nd  to  the  V/criatchO'^  N;,.ti:n:il  Forest 


Public  il^,  594-  (H.ii.  5747,  Mr.  Lc;-A\7y),  approved  iiu.giast  11. 
Sor.ie  20,000  acres  of  land  c.rc  ruthorizod  to  bo  added  to  the  Won-  - 
atcheo  National  Forest  in  V[r shj-ngton  if  they  "are  found  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  AgricuJ-ture  to  be  chiefly  valuable  for  national-forest 
purposes." 


Advisory  Jloards  in  Taylor  Grazin.c;  I-iGtricts 

Public  No.  175     (3.  2257,  ":Ir.  iicCarran),     approved  July  14. 
The  Taylor  Grazing  i.ct  is  anended  by  the  addition  of  Section  18, 
requiring  tlic  fori.iation  of  rn  advisory  board  of  local  stockmen  in 
each  grazing  district,  plus  one  ].icinbor  to  represent  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,    The  local  representatives  arc  appointed    by  the 
SecretarA,'-,  only  upon  the  recomiendation  of  the  users  of  the  rrnge 
in  each  district  as  determined  by  mer.ns  of  rn  election  conducted 
under  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  hin.    The  Board  is 
required  to  ncot  c.t  least  once  annually.     Its  function  is  to  gi^'"e 
advice  on  tac  issuing  of  grazing  pernits,  the  establishnent  ejid 
nodification  of  district  boundaries  and  other  natters  relating  to 
the  adxiinistration  of  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act.    Except  in  cases  of 
energency,  ,the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  requests  the  r.dvice  of  the 
Board  in  s.dvence  of  the  pro^nulgation  of  any  mlcs  and  regulations 
atffecting  the  district. 


IRRIGATION  AND  RECM'AJION 

Extension  of  Time  for  Pa-nrients  on  Roclanation  Pro.jects 

Piblic  No.  97  (H,R.  5076,  i^.  "Jhite),  approved  Hay  31.  The 
Secretary  of  'ohe  Intei'ior  is  authorized  and  directed  to  deteiT.iine 
whether  any  of  the  water  users'  orgaaiiz-ations  or  any  of  the  -water 
users  on  United  States  .and  Indian  recla-iation  projects  are  unable, 
Y^ithout  great  hardship  or  undue  burden,  to  pay  construction  charges 
o-'.'d.ng  to  the  United  States.    Such  extensions  of  time  as  the  Secre- 
tary deeris  to  bo  just  and  e equitable  are  authorized  in  connection 
Vidth  aiaounts  pryable  for  the  years  1938  and  1939, 

Reclaiia.tion  Project  .xt  -^f  1959 

Public  No,  2 GO  (H.I..  6984,  Mr.  \»hite),  approved  August  4,  The 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorized  tc  aanend  contracts  for  the 


(lrrig£..  and  Reclan.  cont.) 


repayment  of  construction  charges  on  reclainaticn  projects  so  that 
the  remining  uriaccrucd  charges  are  spread  in  definite  annual  in- 
stalli'acnts  over  a  lon.:^^^  period.    In  making  these  extensions  the 
40-3"car  repa;^'nent  period  is  retained,  except  for  projects  on  the 
crop  repayraent  ple.n. 

Upon  the  request  of  duly  e.uthorized  representatives  of  the 
water  users  on  any  existing  project,  the  Secretarjr  may  negotiate 
R  contract  for  repayment  of  construction  charges,  providing  for 
annual  variations  in  payaents  according  to  the  year  to  year  vari- 
ation 01  crop  returns.    There  is  to  be  an  annual  census  of  gross 
crop  returns  per  acre  and  a  det'.:rniinG.tion  of  normal  returns  for 
each  year. 

In  connection  Y^rith  the  G.djustment  of  the  terris  of  the  vari- 
ous project  repayment  plans,  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to  call 
for  the  classification  or  recla.ssiiication  of  lands  within  a  giv- 
en project  pjriod.    Ke  may  also  take  certain  precautionary  m.easures 
to  insure  the  ultimate  protection  of  the  investment  of  the  Federal 
Government,    Few  projects  can  bo  created  onl3r  upon  adequate  fact- 
ual justification. 

Development  oi  Farm  Units  on  Reclamation  Projects 

Pu^dic  No,  507     (3,  2410,  I.ir.  Wheeler),  approved  August  7. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  agrcem.cnt  with  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  is  authorized    to    consider  the  rLoney  made  availa.ble 
by  the  Farri.  Security  Administration  to  settlers    or  prospective 
settlers  (on  public  lands  under  Federal  reclamation  projects)  as 
all  or  a  portion  of  the  capital  required  of  them  under  sub-section 
4(c)  of  the  Act  of  December  5,  1924  (43  Stat.  702);  and,  where  the 
land  has  been  or  may  bo  improved    by    funds  so  mr.de  available, '  to 
r^^quire  th^  entryrian  to  give  his  mortgage    to    repay  the  value  of 
such  improvements  before  an  entry  is  allowed, 

PUBLIC  FINANCE 
Federr.l  i'dd  to  States  for  Free  Bridges 

figi-lic  No.  195     (3.  1109,     Kr.  Miller),  approved  July  19. 
The  Act  of  August  14,  1957,  providing  for  reimbursement  to  States 
on  account  of  free  toll  bridges,  is  amended  to  permit  reimibursc- 
Tionts    to    be  made  both  iromL  regular  Federal-G.id  road  funds  and 
from  secondary  Federal-aid  road  funds.    The  provisions  of  the  Act 
are  also  extended  until  July  1,  1941, 

The  Fcders.1  Aid  Highway  .Vet  of  1938  also  is  amended,   so  as 
to  permit  1^"  per  cent  o.i  the  annual  apportionment  to  any  State  to 
be  used  for  sun^'eys,  ple.ns,  engineering,  and  economic  investiga- 
tions without  State  matching  of  Federal  funds. 
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RTBLic  urns 


Coos  '^^y  u'cf on  Ror.d  Grant  T^gn ds 

Puhlic  Nc-.  85     (S.  ¥r.  McFary),     approved  ilay  25.  Provi- 

sion is  n:\do  for  the  pa^/TAcnt  of  75  per  cent  of  the  receipts  derived 
in  any  one  y  ar  frr:.i  the  Goes  Bay  \''agon  Road  grant  lands  in  Oregon 
to  the  treasurers  of  Coos  -Tid  Doaiglas  Counties,  "in  lieu  of  tax^s," 
The  ar-.ount  yrill  be  divided  botTicen  th^  two  counties  according  to  the 
ratio  that  the  total  assessed  valuatioii  of  the  grant  lands  in  each 
bears  to  the  total  assessed  valuation  in  both.    The  lands  are  tc  be 
a.opraised  within  6  r.ionths  after  passage    of    this  Act  and  not  less 
than  once  cvory  10  jqs.ts  thereafter,  bv  an  appraisal  corriittee  con- 
posed  of  a  representative  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Intcri'^r,  a  rcpre- 
senta.tivc  of  the  2  counties,  and    -a    mutually  agreeable  third  person 
who  shall  not  be  a  gov-rrunent  employee  or  a  resident    or  pr'^pcrty 
owner  in  either  ccunty,    YiJlien  the  a.ppraisal  is  cor.iplete,     the  "pay- 
nonts  in  lieu  of  taxos"  are  to  be  co:aputed  and  assessed  at  the  sane 
levy  rates  as  a.oply  tc  privateljr  ovmed  1-ands  within  the  respectivG 
counties. 

In  the  event  that  75  per  cent  of  the  receipts  dr;rived  fror.i  the 
grant  lands  for  a  given  year  are  insufficient  to  noet  the  pr^ynonts 
as  above  cor..puted  and  assessed,  an  o.dditional  suai  from  any  surplus 
that  right  ronain  fron  receipts  of  prior  years,  can  be 'applied.  The 
aggregate  of  pay:aents  during  ajiy  10-^ycar  period  ca,nnot  exceed  75  per 
cent  of  the  rc;ceipts  deposited  in  the  Treasury  tc  the  credit  of  tho 
Coos  B?.y  V/agon  Road  grant  fund  f cr  that  period.    At  the  end  of  each 
10-year  period  any  balance  not  required  for  tho  naking    of  paynents 
is  to  be  covered  into  the  general  fund  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.    Nf^t  to  exceed  2.5  per  cent  of  the  annual  receipts  are  to  bo 
available  to  bo  apprepriated  frr  o.dninistra-tive  expenses. 

Exchajige  of  Revested  Grant  Lands 

Public  iio.  249  (H.R.  6503,     I.'ir.  Mott),  approved  July  31.  The 
Secretary  ^f  the  Interior  is  authorized  to  exchringo  revested  lands 
of  ''approxi:;iately  equal  aggregate  value  held  in  private.  State,  or 
county  c'.TO^rship,  uith...r  vdthin  or  contiguous  to  the  fcmer  lii-dts 
of  such  grants," 


Rio  Grande  Cor.ipact 

Public  No.  95  (I-I.R.  4997,  Lir,  Thonason),  approved  .ley  31.  Tc 
give  the  conecnt  and  approval  of  Congress  tc   the  -d.c  Grande  Co!n.pact 


( .is.tuT  cent. ) 
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signed  -".t  Ssntr.  Fe^  Kew  Hexico,  en  kc.rch  18,  1958.    This  cenpact 
T/v^s  ler" lulr.ted  tc  roneve  c.ll  cr.uses  ei  present  ?.nd  future  centro- 
versy  ai.ieng  the  States    ef    Colorade,  i';„vf  i.icxico,  and  Texas  "with 
respect  to  thu  use  of  the  -/raters  of  the  Rio  Grande  above  Ft.  Quit- 
v.c.n,  Texas,  and  for  the  purpose    of    effecting  an  equitable  appor- 
ticnj:ient  of  such  waters,  1/ 


.  Flooc  Contrcl  ..ppropriati on  Hade  to  'u^r  Departncnt 

Public  Ik  o  154    (H.R.  6260,     ilr.  Snyder),  approved  June  28. 
The  VJar  Denartr:iunt  appropriation  act  fc^r  the  1940  fiscal  year  pro- 
vides that  ^3,000,000  shall  be  transferred  and  nade  available  to 
.   the  Secretary  of  A?:riailture  fc^r  preli-.!inary  t  xarAinrtic  ns  and  sur- 
v.,ys  of  nj.n-"\?f  and  ivater— flow  retardation  and  scdl-e^rosion  pre- 
vention in  the  watersheds  of  flood— control  projects. 

7\fater  Conservation  and  Utilization  Pro.jects 

Riblic  Ik',  598     (S.  1802,     Lr,  V/heeler),  approved  August  11. 
The  3ecreta.ry  of  the  Interior  is  authorized  to  construct  water  con- 
servation ?rid  utilizaticn- pro  jccts  in  the  Great  Plains  and  arid  and 
3er.i.-arid  areo.s  of  the  United  States.      All  projects  riust  be  sho?m 
to  be  feasible  frcr.i  financial-  and  engineering  standpoints j  and  noney 
expended  on  constmcticn  is  to  bo  repr.id  by  the  water  users  over  a 
period  of  40  years. 


1/    ^or  State  action  see  p.  24, 
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STATE 
LEGISLATION 


AGRTCUL'il^RE 

AgricnJLtrii'al  Cooperativeo 

Arkansas  -  Act  !'o.  163,  Associations  (rl.  R.  ?S0) .    Five  or 
more  persons  engs-ged  in  the  production    of    ap;ricuLtiiral  comrnod- 
ities  may  form  a  cooperative  association  to  engage  in  any  activ- 
ity connected  with  theproduction^  marketing,  sal3,  harvesting, 
processing  oi"  transpoi'tiiig  of  agricultural    or    forest  products • 
The  association  may  also  arrange  medical    and  hospitalization 
services  for  the  benefit  of  its  members  and  their  families.  Ex- 
cept for  debts  lawfulP^y  contracted  between  him  and  the  associa- 
tion, no  ir-iemlver  is  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  g.ssociation  to  an 
amount  exceeding  the  sum  remaining  unpaid  on  his  membership  fee. 

The  by-laws  or  merketing  contract  of  the  association  may 
fix,  as  liquidated  damages,  specific  sums  to  be  paid  hj  members 
or  stockholders  upon  the  breach  or  thi-eatenod  breach  of  any  pro- 
vision of  the  participation  agreement;  and  in  case  of  r.  breach 
or  thrca-tenecl  broach,  tno  association  may  obtain  an  injunction 
to  stop  it. 

I'o  association  organized  under  this  law    is    to  be  deemed 
a  combination  in  restraint  of  trade. 

G'^crgia  -  Act  i'o.  £54,  p.  o50,  Marketing  Associations.  The 

poTfcrs  ox  cooperative  associations  organized  under  the  Coopera- 
tive Marketing  Act  of  Augu.st  15,  1921,  are  increased:     (l)  by  al- 
lomng  them  to  join  ^\'±th  otner  ,?ssociations  or  individuals  engag- 
ed in  the  production  of  agricultural  products;     (2)    by  allowing 
them,  to  engage  in  activities  cormected  mth  the  furnishing  of  farm 
business  services;  and  (3)  by  permitting  the  handling  of  agricul- 
turcJ.  products  belonging  to  non-members,  provided  that  the  value 
of  such  business  is  not  grea-tor    in    o.ny  one  fiscal  year  then  the 
value  of  business  done  for  members. 

Korth  Dakota  -  Gh.  4,  State  Assisi.ance  (H.  P.  103).  Pro- 
vides for  the  creation  of  a  division  of  cooperatives  within  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Lai; or,  its  purpose  being  to  aid  co- 
operatives by  serving  as  a  source  of  useful  information. 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  94,  Sheep  Protuction  (S.  p.  856).  Sheep 
raisers  are-  aatnorised  to  fom  non-profit,  non-stock  cooperative- 
associations  to  provide  insursxice  for  loss  of  sheep  caused  by  dogs. 
Members  losing  siieep  as  a  result    of    c.?jiine  depredations  would  be 
indemnified  by  the  association  out  of  the  revenues  derived  from 
assessments. 
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F  r  i  cu  1  tu  r al  Pr  o  i  ac  t  i  o  n 


Connecticut  -  Development  Gomrriission  (S.3,  181).  Creates  a 
conrnission  of  11  members  appointed  by  the  Governor,  representing 
various  business  and  economic  interests  in  the  State,  to  study 
conditions  affecting  industry,  commerce,  agriculture  and  the  de- 
velopment of  recreational  facilities.  The  commission  is  supposed 
to  cooperate  with  various  proi.iotional  and  research  groups,  both 
public  and  private. 

I'lorida  -  County  Financial  Support     (S.  B.  172).  Pinellas 
County  is  authorized  to  levy  a  specis.l  tax  not  to  exceed  5  mills, 
to  be  used  in  the  promotion  of  agriculture. 

Ohio  -  Development  and  Publicity  Commission  (S.B.  98),  Cre- 
ates a.  gubematoria.1  commission  to  collect  and  disseminate  infer— 
m.ation  concerning    the    £.gricultur£i,     historical,     industrial  and 
recreational  advanta^^es  and  attractions  of  the  -State. 


Froight  Ra.te  Resolutions 

The  f cllomn,-'  States  memorialized  Congress  concerning  alleg- 
ed inequalities  in  freight  rates: 

Arkansas  -Act  No.  107  (S.B.  160) 
Indiana  -  Ch.  171  (S.C.R.  4) 
Jinnesota  -  Ch.  4  (H.R.  289) 
Oklahoma  -  H.C.R.  10 
■■/est  Virginia  -  H.Res.  25 

27 

NeiT  England  Hurricane  Emergency 

I'laine  -  Ch.  12,  Log  Storage,      Authorizes  the  use  of  State— 
oiAmed  ponds  and  lakes  for  the  storage  and  booming  of  lo.es  salvag- 
ed by  the  Northeastern  Timber  Salvage  Administration. 

Massachusetts  -  Ch,  99,  Tinber  Salvage.  The  Commissioner 
of  Conservation  and  4  other  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor  are 
constituted  a  Timber  Salvage  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  advis- 
ing -with  ti.iber  ovmers-  lending  assistance  in  arra.nging  for  the 
storage  and  econoiiical  disposition  of  salvaged  timber;  coopera- 
tion mth  locci.  State  and  Federal  agencies  in  the  salvaging  pro- 
cess; and  seeking  the  best  methods  of  eliminating  fire  hazards. 

Massachusetts  -  Ch.  180,  Fire  Protection.  Authorizes  the 
Department  o;  Conservation  to  ma.ke  investigations  of  existing 
hazards;     after  notice  to  landoTmers  and  occupiers  in  the  damaged 


3,^    See  also  RJBLIC  FINANCE. 
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(Nev  Enf-,  Hurricane  Enevg,  cont.) 

area,  to  cntor  the  land  and  remove  such  debris  as  "Vjill  eliminate 
the  imiiiinent  danger  of  fire,  taking  ever;'"  precaution    to  avoid 
danage  to  the  propertvj  and  to  invoke  the  power  of  eniincnt  doraain 
whon  necessary, 

■"assachusetts  -  Ch.  247,  Fire  Protection.  Authorizes  the 
State  Forcstjr  to  appoint  additional  temporary  fire  patrol  offi- 
cers to  patrol  forests  in  areas  mthin  any  county  where  there  is 
special  dan:3;c;r  of  icrcEt  fires.  Expenses  of  this  -additional  patrol 
are  to  be  paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the  CoiiMonvfealth,  but  one- 
half  the  amo"!''nt  spent  in  each  county  is  required  eventually  to  be 
contributed  by  the  local  taxi:)ayer3. 

New  Haiap shire  -  Chs.  1  and  200,  Logging  Trucks.    Grants  con- 
cessions on  licenses  for  out  of  State  trucks  to  be  used  in  timber 
salvaging. 

Vermont  -  Temp.  No.  230,  Tax  Exemption.  Exempts  from  taxa- 
tion (a)  timber  bloTO  dovvn  in  the  hurricane,  and  (b)  lumber  manu- 
factured from,  salvaged  tim.ber. 

Pe&t  and  ¥eed  Control 


California  -  Ch.  89,     Citrus  Pest  Control  Districts     (A.  B. 
507).     3y  filinf  a  pei-iticn  v.ath  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors, 
the  o'./ners  of  51  per  cent  of  the.  land  area  devoted  exclusively  to 
citrus  culture,    may  initiate,    the    organization  of  a  citrus  pest 
control  district.      At  a  hcarin'    by  the  County  Foard    the  County 
Agricultiii-al  Commissioner  is  rjquired  to  report  on  the  expediency 
of  establishing  the  District*  and  any  oY.mer  of  citrus  acreage  may 
also  oub'.iit  a  v/ritbcn  protest.  If  the  finding  of  the  Board  fe.vors 
establishing  the  District,  it  mE.y  so  order,  a.t  the  sam.e  tine  sett- 
ing the  district  boundaries.      Y;Tien  organized,     a  district  may  en- 
gage in  the  business  of  eradicating,     removing    or    preventing  the 
spread    of    any  and  all,  citru.s  pests.     This  work  is  to  be  financed 
by  special  trx  l.^-vies  pursuant  to  an  arjiual  budget  which  has  been 
adopted  after  each  landor.ner  has  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Idaho  -  Ch.  235,     State  Commssion  (H.  3.  251).      Creates  a 
State  Noxious  Yfeed  CoiTirdssion    of    three  members  rpoointed  by  the 
Governor  and  serving  at  his  pleasure.     Its  duties  arc  to:     (1)  co- 
operate vilth  counties  and  the  Federal  Government  in  promoting  end 
extending  noxious  vreed  control  work;     (2)    distribute  Federal  ond 
State  aids  to  counties;   (3)  m.akc  estirr.ates  of  funds  necessary  for 
weed  control    on    public  lar.ds;     (4)  purchase  necessary  equipment 
through  the  State  Purchasing     xnt;     and    (5)     solicit  cooperation 
and  assistance  from  th:  State-  Fxtf  nsion  Service  and  the  Experim.ent 
Station. 


(Pest  &  Weed  Control  cont.) 

Mont£ina  -  Ch.  195,  Districts  (S.B.  201).    Ls^rs  relating  to  weed 
control  are  revised  so  as  to  permit  the  organization  of  weed  control 
and  Yreed-sced  extermination  districts.      Upon  presentation  of  a  peti- 
tion signed  b;/  £5  per  cent  of  the  freeholders  i^dthin    the  proposed 
district  the  County  Corninissioners  hold  a  hearing.      The  petition  mil 
not  be  granted  unless  51  per  cent  of  the  landomiers  give  written  con- 
sent.     If  a  district  is  to  be  established,     the  Countj  Commissioners 
appoint    a    Board  of  Weed  Control  and  Weed-seed  Extermination  Supervi- 
sors consisting  of  three  members.      These  supervisors  a,re  empowered  to 
make  inspections  of  land  Yd-thin  the  district  and  to  order  the  destruc- 
tion of  noxious  weeds.      If  the  l^-ndovmer  complies  Yvdth  the  order,  he 
vciS.y  present  the  County    Cor^irais  si  oners  "vdth    a    duly  verified  claim  for 
one-third  the  cost.  If  he  does  not  comply,  the  Supervisors  may  perform 
the  work,  one-third  of  the  cost  of  which  Tidll  be  charged  to  the  County 
and  the  remaining  two-thirds  assessed  against  the  land.      The  County's 
portion  of  the  expense  is  to  be  paid  cut  of  a    "noxious  weed  fund"  ob- 
tained either  cut  of  the    County  General  Fund  or  by  levying    a  special 
t3,x  not  exceeding  one  mill. 

New  York  -  Ch.  86,  Blister  Rust,    Authorizes  the  B.-^ard  of  Super- 
visors of  any  county  to  raise  m.oney  for  suppressing    and  controlling 
TJhito-  pine  blister  :rust,  under  the  direction    and    super^/ision  of  the 
State  Department  of  Conservation, 

Rjral  Ele ctrii ication  Cooperatives 

The  fclloYd-ng  States  enacted  laws  vrhich  authorize  the  form.ation 
of  Rural  Electrification  Cooperatives: 
Florida  -  Ch.  19138 
lO-SSGuri  -  Page  298 
Montana  *-  Ch,  172 
Nevf  l>'iexico  -  Ch.  192 
Oklahoma  -  Ch.  46 
South  Carolina  -  Act  351 


¥±  see  llane  ou  s 

Arkansas  -  Act  No.  312,  Instruction  in  Conser^/aticn  of  Na.tural 
Resr^urces  (K.B.  33).  The  teaching  of  courses  in  the  conservation  of 
natural  resources  is  roqiaired  in  the  State's  high  schools  and  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning.  The  State  Commissioner  of  Education  is  di- 
rected to  see  to  the  carr^ring  cut  o:''  the  Act,  and  also  to  prepare  text 
books  a.nd  ether  suitable  materials  to  facilitate  instruction  on  -  the 
subject, 

Oklah:^m-a  -  Ch.  26,  Art.  5,  State  Fertilizer  Plant     (H.  B.  3P5), 
This  Act    authorizes  the  Board  ci  Affairs  tc-  establish  and  operate  at 
the  sub-priscn,     a  plant  for  making  fertilizer    of    crushed  limestone 
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and  limej  aiid  provides  a  marketinr-  and  vSales  syste^n.  It  is  eroected 
that  the  Poard  mil  ccnduct  experiments  with  rav:  cr^.ished  limestone  as 
a  fertilizer  and  disseminate  its  findin;;s  by  public?.tion  and  by  hold- 
in?  farmer  y-ieetino-s  in  each  counter, 

Pennsylvania  -  Act  lo.  12.2,  Ac-tL cultural  .'-;d jastment .  Rereals 
the  "Pen2"isy2.vania  A-ric.G tiiral  Conservation  and  Adjustment  I'.ct"  (1937 
P.L.  E688),  Ydiich  assented  to  and  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  Fed- 
eral "Soil  Conservation  and  T'omestic  Allotment  Act"  and  provided  for 
Pennsylvania's  participation  tij.erein. 

GO^'P.IXT'--NT  ORGANIZATION 


County  Government 

Colorado  -  S.  J.  li.  ITc.II^     County  Ccnsclidation  Discouraged. 
(Mem.orial).     Declarin-;^  that  svaaller  counties  are  being  forced  to  sur- 
render their  identity    and    accept  against  their  u-ill^     annexation  to 
ad.ioininr  counties_,     the    Lerislature    goes    on    record    opposing  any 
".  .  .  consolidation  vrhich  does  not  arise  from  the  e:>'pressed  "lAdsh  of 
the  people  of  the  counties  a'fected." 

Illinois  -  Pa-e  646,  Creation  of  '■,'ild3.i"e  iistricts  (H.  .  6C2). 
Any  contiguous  territor-''-  l-^,d_n-  y/ho3.1y  '.vithin  ens  county,  and  contain- 
ing at  least  1280  acres  un-;er  no  j-Oss  then  4  separate  orraersMps,  may 
be  recognized  as  a  wildlife  district  upon  the  filin-  of  a  petition 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  landov/ners  representing  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  land  inclu^'ed^  and  its  fa--'orable  reception  by  the 
electorate  v.dthin  the  proposed  district. 

The  go-^erninr  bodj^  of    the  district    has    authority  to  .'ake  al], 
necessary  niles  and  i-egulati  ons  for  the  proper  management  of  the  area, 
including    the    anpointment  o:'""'  en  adequate  police  force.    In  general 
their  actions  T.dll  be  concentrated  upon:       (l)    the  control,  o^'  pests, 
(2)  the  propagation  of  beneficial  birds  and  animals,  and  (?)  the  re-- 
ulation  of  liunGing,  killing  and  traoDing. 

Adjacent  lands  ma.y  be  axinexed  upon  petition  o"'  the  o^niers  there- 
of. Likewise,  any  district  ma;.'  be  dissolved  and  discontinued,  bv  peti- 
tion and  election. 

Kebrasl. a  -  Ch.  25,  Opuioncl  Forms  of  Countv  foverrjnent  (L.f  <,  50). 
Proposes    a    constitutional  amendment  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  in 
November  lOfO.      The  amendment  vrauld  gi"^''e  the  Legislature  the  power  to 
permit  the  voters  of  each  county  to  choose  between    optional  forms  of 
county  'government,  as  provided  hj  statute. 

Nevada  -  i'.es.  3,  .-.bolitioin  oi  Coujitics  (i-.J.R.  17).  It  is  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  State  constitution  by  adding  a  section  vfhich  would 
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prohibit  the  Legislature  from  e.bolishin,^,  a  county  v..rithout  first 
he7.^in;7  the  i".,pr)rov£:.l  o."  a  majority  o-"  the  county's  electorate.  The 
"T^ethod  01  initir.tinc.  and  conducting:  the  election  would  be  left  to 
the  Legislature, 

North  Dakota  -  Oh.  112^  Constitutional  imendments  -"ffecting 
County  Co^'^ernment  (G.C.R.  135),     Proposes  amendments  to  th-'>  State 
constitution,  to  be  suVmitted  to  the  voters    at    the  next  general 
election. 

The  Legislf ture  would  be  empowered  to  provide  for  optional 
foriLS  of  co'inty  government,  at  least  one  of  which  must  be  the 
county  manager  form.  These  optional  forms  would  be  in  addition  to 
tii^  tovmship  anc'  the  County  Com-dssioner  forms  now  permitted.  In 
settin'-  up  an  optional  form,  the  Legisla'cur',,  would  bo  required  to 
specify  bh;;  num''^er,  JYuictions  and  manner  of  selection  of  county 
oificers;  but  no  option-:  1  form  would  become  operative  in  any 
county  until  approved  by  55  per  cent  of  those  ^-^oting  thereon  at  a 
special  or  general  election.  Thu  question  would  be  subrndtted  at 
the  instance  either  of  tvro-thirds  of  the  county  legislative  body, 
or  of  15  per  cent  of  th^^'  vot-_rs  in  thu  countjA, 

The  po"oulc"tion  r^, quired  as  precedent  to  the  formation  of  a 
nev/  county  vrould  be  raised  from  its  present  figure  of  1000  to 
5000.  The  LegisJ.aturu  ivould  be  given  authority  to  provide  by 
general.  1^»t  for  thu  consolidation  and  dissolution  of  counties 5 
but  actua].  reorg£..nization  would  require  appro"^^al  of  55  per  cent 
of  those  •^'•otin-  on  the  question  in  a  given  county.  Still  another 
section  of  the  propos^jd  amendments  would  consolidate  the  offices 
o'  county  .iud^-e  and  clerk  of  the  district  court,  in  counties  hav- 
in'-  less  than  15,000  nopulation^  and  in  counties  having  a  popula- 
tion of  5000  or  less,  the  county  judgu  would  in  addition  scr^/e  as 
a  rc;gist;jr  of  deeds. 

forth  Dakota  -  Ch.  lEl,  County  Consolidation  Law  /jnended 
(j.".  50).  Thirty  per  cent  instead  of  20  per  cent  of  the  legal 
voters,  as  .^et-.rmined  by  the  votes  cast  for  the  o:-ffice  of  Gover- 
nor ;:t  the  last  general  election,  must  sign  an;^  petition  request- 
in;--  county  consolidi\tion,  although  the  requirement  that  the  sign- 
ers be  irceholders  is  vfaived,  .;hen  the  proposed  consolidation 
aioDlies  to  only  a  portion  of  the  county,  a  consenting  petition 
must  also  be  filed  by  30  p^r  c.rit  of  the  ].egal  voters  in  the  re- 
mf inin^  portion. 

S.^ction  13  of  the  law  which  djels  v;ith  cdnt^r  liability  for 
the  indelfCv  dnuss    of    other  counties,     has    now  been  clarified  so 
that  neithv;r  a  putitionin    county  nor  an  rd joining  county  becomes 
liabl,.  for  debts  of  the  other,   contracted  prior  to  the  consolida- 
tion. 

horth  Dakota  -  Ch,  122,  i^isorganization  of  Counties     (S.  B. 
240),     Counti',..s  having  a  population  of  l:ss  than  4000  inhabitants 
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are  allowed    to    disc^rganize  thomselvos  and  tc  beccne  attached  to  an 
adjoining  county  for  judicial  and  jthnr  purposes.  Two  procedures  are 
provided  for  acconplishing  tiiis  end.    The  first  is  initiated    by  the 
filing "of  a  petition  signed  by  20  por  cent  of  the  electors  in  a  coun- 
ty.     Nr^ticc  that  such  petiticn  has  boon  filjd  i.iusb  then    be    sent  by 
registered  mail  to  the  State  exairJ-nor,  v-iho  proceeds  v^ithin  50  days  to 
iTiaJke  a  complete  aadit  ci  the  ccunty's  finances.      ''AQien  the  examiner's 
report  has  been  filed  in  the  county  auditri-'s    office    and    thus  made 
available  to  the  public,     the  question  nay  be  submitted  tv   the  voters 
at  the  next  State-v.ddc  clecticn,      A  majority  of  the  legal  votes  cast 
is  necessary  to  carry  the  quostiv'n. 

If  the  petition  for  disarganization  be  signed  by  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  cr-unty,  then  the  second 
method  of  disorganization  inusb  be  used.  This  requirtis  no  election; 
but  the  petitic^n  is  filed  vdth  the  district  c-urt,  ojid  a  judicial 
proceeding  follo7/ing  the  usual  rules  for  publication  of  notice,  hear- 
ing, and  find?.ng  of  the  court  determines  the  question.  Any  aggrieved 
elector,  taxpayer  or  creditor  of  a  county,  ma3^  noJce  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  court  v.dthin  20  days. 

If  the  proposition  be  apprcvr.d  the  Governor'  is  required  v.-ith'^ut 
delay  to  issue  a  proclamation  announcing  the  result    of    the  election 
or  the  finding  of  the  crurt  and  stating  that  on  and  after  the  follow- 
ing Januar^-  1,  the  county  is  to  be    an    unorganized  coi;jity.  Between 
December  15  and  Decembei'  31  follo"'/dng  the  proclamation,    the  Gc"ernor 
is  required  to  designate  an  adj-^ining    organized  caunty    tc    which  an 
unorganized  c-^unty  should  be  attached.      If,  hcvTever,  the  County  Com- 
mdssicners  of  the  petitioning  county  prior  to  December    15  designate 
the  orgariizod  coijiitjf  to  Vv-hich  they  wish  their  county  to  become  attach- 
ed, and  if  the  desigriated  county  by  resolution  agrees  tc  the  attach- 
m-^nt,  the  Governor  must  miake  a  selection  accordingly. 

Detailed  provisi'^n  is  made  fnr  the  trarisfer  of  authority  from, 
the  officials  of  the  count;"  to  be  disorganized,  tc  those  of  the  or- 
ganized county,  and  for  the  abolition  of  all  ccunty  offices  in  a 
county  at  the  time  it  becomes  a  disorganized  c-unty.  The  -adjoining 
organized  county  is  authorized  to  levy  sufficient  toxes  within  the 
unorganized  count-  to  paj'"  the  letter's  debts  and  to  pay  the  cost  of 
the  necessary  public  services.  It  is  in  no  way  to  become  financially 
obligated  or  bvirdened  by  reason  of  the  attachiaent. 

Tennessee  -  Oh.  224,  County  Consolidation  (H.B.  1581).  The  Gov- 
ernor, the  Attorney-General,  the  Commissioner  of  Taxation,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Highways,  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  the  Comrdssi on- 
er of  Consor</ation,  -.nd  the  Executive  Diroct'^r  -nd  Secretary  of  the 
State  Planning  Board,  are  constituted  a  State  Consolidation  Cominittee 
having  the  general  function  of  assisting  counties  in  the  preparation 
of  consolidation  pl.ans.  Upon  receipt  of  o.  petition  signed  hy  25  per 
cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  ciny  county,  requesting  that  parts  or 
all  'f  it  be  allowed  to  consclidate  vdth  cr.e  -r  more  adjoining  coun- 
ties, the  State  Committee  croa.tes  a  county  consolidation  committee 
composed  of  the  County  Judge  er  Chairixm,  and    the  County  Trustee  of 
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the  petitioning  county,  the  Ccunty  Judge  or  Chairman  of •  the  adjoin- 
ing county,  and  5  si-jners  ^^f  the  petition,  to  be  designated  by  the 
Governor.    Tho  State  i  ad  G.unty  Ccmi-.iittees  acting  jointly  consider 
the  request  fox-  consolidation  and  hold  hearings  thereon  vrLthin  the 
petitioning  county.    Within  90  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  petition, 
a  report  of  their  findings  and  recomnendations  nust  be  na.de  and  pub- 
lished.   A  report,  published  in  newspapers  circulating  in  affected 
counties,  must  be  made  within  90  days.    If  the  report  be  favorable 
to  consolidi.ti  n  an  election  is  to  be  called  to  ascertain  whether  a 
two-thirds  najurity  of  a,ll  the  qualified  voters  in  the  petitioning 
county  are  in  favor  of  the  pla.n.    If  the  necessary  ria.jority  is  ob- 
tained, the  petitioning  county  i-s  to  be  abolished  and  dissolved  and 
its  territory,'  transferred  in  accoi-dance  with  the  consolidation  plan. 
The  effective  date  of  the  abolition  of  any  county  is  to  be  September 
1,  1942,  or  quadrennially  thereafter.' 

The  indebtedness  of  the  petitioning  count;/  becomes  an  obli- 
gation of  and  against  the  absorbing  ccunty    or    counties j  arid  the 
title  to  s.ll  the  property,     real,    personal,     or  mixed,  likewise 
passes  to  the  abs'-rbing  co-'onty.      In  order  partly  to  equalize  and 
reduce  the  outstanding  indebtedness        the  petitioning  and  absorb- 
,  ing  counties,  on  amount  equal  to  8  mills  on  the  dcllar  may  be  lev- 
ied aimually  against  property  TiO-thin  the  petitioning  county  for  re- 
mittance to  the  a/Dsorbing  county,  on  a  pro  rata  basis  for  a  period 
of  5  years  from  the  effective  date  of  the  consolidation. 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  2S5,  Gcunty  Debt  Rccrganizati-n  (H,  B. 
138E).  The  Quarterly  Ccainty  Court  of  the  absorbing  county  (refer 
to  Ch.  E24  above)  is  authorized  to  prep.are  a  plan  of  d  ebt  reor- 
ganization including  the  bonded  and  floating  indebtedness  of  both 
absorbing  and  absorbed  counties.  The  plan  must  be  prepared  with- 
in 90  days  .after  consolidation  has  taken  place,  and  is  subject  to 
the  review  of  the  State  Consolidation  Corpjnittee. 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  226,     Grants  to  Ccunties  .f:"r  Consolidation 
Parposes  (HcB.  1383).    The  State  Funding  Board    is    authorized  to 
issue  a  total  of  $1,000,000  worth  of  bonds  at  one  time    or  from 
time  tc  time,  as  may  be  requested  by  the  State  Consolidation  Com- 
mission.     Funds  derived  fromi  the  sale  of.  the.se  bonds  may  be  used 
for  the  making  of  grants  to  both  absorbed  and  absorbing  counties, 
not  to  exceed  $50,000    each  to  aid  in  carr^n.ng  out  the  consolida- 
tion pla.n  (see  Ch,  224  above).      In  computing  the  amount  of  money 
for  each  grant,  the  fcllovdng  ratio  is  to  be  used:  .    "The  amount 
of  money  to  be  granted  for  the  portion  of  the  absorbed  county  is 
to  $50,000  as  the  amount  of  the  assessed  valuation-  being  absorbed 
is  to  the  tc+^al  taxable  I'-a-luat.ion  cf  the  whole  county."    It  is  the 
duty  of  the  State  Consolidation  Commission  to  see  that  sufficient 
monies    are    redeemed  monthly  by  the  State  ojit  of    the  county's  2- 
cent  share  of.  the  gas  tax,  so  as  to  p'..rixi.t  the  S-tate  to  be  reim« 
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bursed  for  the  principal  ancunt    cf    the  gr&nt  over    a    P'..ricd  of  20 
yecirs. 

Districting;  Laws 

Irrigation  L-istricts  -  See  ViTATER  UTILIZATION 

Soil  Conser^/ation  Districts  -  See  LilKD  USE!  FjiGULi.TIOM  i^ID  DE  « 

?EL0PIENT 

Weed  c^nd  Pest  Control  Districts  -  See  AGRICULTURE 


State  Government 

Alabar.a  -  Governor's  Kc,  162,  Department  of  Ccnser^.ration  (H.B. 
52).    A  number  cf  State  Duroaus  are  consolidated  into    a  Department 
of  Conservation,  headed  by  a  Director  appointed  by  the  Governor,  Its 
functions  and  duties  include:     (1)  Conservation  cf  midlife;   (2)  con- 
servation and  promotion  of  forest  rOvSc^urces  and  industries;   (3)  sup- 
ervision over  State  forests,  parks,  monuments  and  historicsil  aights; 
(4)  supervision  and  control  over  State  lands    not    specifically  com- 
mitted   to    some  other  depo^rtmtntj     (S)  cooperation  with  Federal  de- 
partments and  ^-^fficials;     (6)  conduc'o    of    programs  cf  education  in 
conservation;   (7)  recor.mending  legi3?,aticn  needed  to  promote  conser- 
vation '^1  natural  resources.  ■ 

An  advisory  Board  of  Conservation  is  also  created,  consisting 
of  the  Governor,  the  Cor TvLssicner  of  Agricult^iro  and  Industry,  the 
Director  of  Agricultural  Extension,  and  8  other  giibernatcrial  ap- 
pointees, /jaong  other  things,  this  Beard  is  charged  Y^ith  helping  to 
formulate  the  policy  of  the  Department,  By  a  two-thirds  vf-te  it  may 
repeal  or  a.dd  to  any  rule  promulgated  by  the  Department, 

California  -  Ch.  Go,  Public  Resources  Code  (-..E  .  1875),  Laws 
relating  to  natural  resoirrces  are  revised  aiid  consolidated  into  a 
public  resou.rces  ccde»  Besides  codifying  the  statutes,  it  outlines 
the  funcl^ions  of  a  State  Department  of  Natural  Resources  organized 
into  4  di\i'i3ions;    Forestry,  Parks,  Tlsh  and  Gan"!e,  and  IvELnes. 

Idaho.'  -  Ch.  27,     Povfers  of  the  Water  Conservation  Board  Trans- 
ferred (S.B.  15).    The  Department  of  peclamatirin  is  m.ade  the  succes- 
sor to  the  State  C(,nservation  Board. 

Montana  -  Ch.  128,  State  Board  of  Fr^restry  (H.B.  127).    A  vir- 
tually   complete  revision  of  the  forest  fire  protection  lavj-s  is  con- 
tained in  this  Act,    Host  significant  changes  include    a  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  State  Board  of  Forestry    and    a    redefinition  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  landOYmers  for  the  maintenance    of    forest  fire  pro- 
^  .taction. 
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The  new  State  Beard  of  Forestry  is  composecl  of  7  menbers, 
appointed  by  the  Governor  as  follcws:     one  nenber  of  the  State 
Water  GonserAi-ation  Board,     the  Dean    of    the  Montana  School  of 
Forestry,  and  ^ne  menber  each  recomnended  by  the  Blackfoot  For- 
est Protective  Association,  the  Northern  Montana  Forestry  Asso- 
ciation, the  Montana  Stockgrowers  and  Montana  ?[ool  Growers  Asso- 
ciations, and  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.    Powers  of  the  new  Board 
incl-'j.de:     (a)  the  classification  cf  forest  land  areas  f'-^r  which 
conservation  and  fire  protection  neasures  o.re  required,   (b)  the 
creation  of  fire  districts  in  any  organized  forest  prctection 
district  upon  roconraendaticn  of  the  .protection  agancy,   (c)  pro- 
tection of  forest  lands  by  its  own  organization  under  contract 
or  authorization,   (d)  the  making  and  enforcenent  of  rules  and 
regulations  concerning  forest  protection  (nc't  to  conflict  with 
the  powers  of  the  State  Board  of  Land  Con^issicners ),    ,(e)  ■co- 
operation ivith  lederal  Gcvernnent,  (f)  the  supplying  of  technic 
cal  .and  practical  s.dvice  to  farrAors  concerning  forest  conserva- 
tion and  the  establlshnent  of  woodlots,  and  (g)  cooperation  mth 
and  a,ssistance  to  the  State  Board  of  Land  Coninissioners  in  the 
protection  and  economic  developnent  of  State  Forests, 

Ov\mers  of  land  classified  by  the  Board  as  forest  ls.nds  are 
required  tc^  furnish  adequate  fire  protection  as  prescribed  by 
the  Board.  In  the  event  that  the  protection  is  not  supplied  by 
the  ovmer,  it  nay  be  supplied  by  the  Board  at  a  cost  of  between 
one  and  five  cents  per  acre  per  year,  chargeable  against  the 
O'/mer  and  enforceable  by  a  lien  against  the  land, 

Korth  Carolina  -  Ch.  255,  Agricultural  Coordinating  Comnit- 
tee  (S.B.  3<i8).     Creates  a  13-mernber  Coordinating  Comittee  con- 
sisting of  representative  officials  fron  the  Uni^'-ersity  of  North 
Carolina,  the  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Engineering,  and 
the  State  Departnent  of  Agriculture,     It  is  the  function  of  the 
Cornirdttee  to  a.void  overlapping  a.ctivities  betvireen  the  three  in- 
stituti' ns,  and  to  facilitate  cooperation.    The  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  and  the  President  of  the  University  are  bound  by  its 
findings  and  recommendations. 

Tern ies see  -  Ch.  217,  Conservation  Comj^rLssion  (H.B,  1242)»,. 

A  Conservation  Commission  consisting  r.f  the  Governor  and  4  cit- 
izens selected  by  him,  with  special  reference  tC'  their  training 
and  ex|:)erience  in  conservation  natters,  is  created  to  serve  as  a 
policy-forming  body  s.nd  to  make  rules  and  regulations  necessary 
for  the  protectic n  of  fish  and  game. 

Tovmships,  Schools  and  Highimys 

Arksn  sas  -  Act  Mr. .  379,  Creation  of  County  Highway  Comiras- 
sion  (S.B.  442).    The  old  form  of  locol  road  district  organiza- 
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tion is  i^eplaced  by  a  coimbv  unit  systea.  I>.iring  the  years  1939 
and  1940,  tcvmship  rrad  overset to  are  tc  be  designated  as  fcrenen 
for  road  wnrk  under  the  s^aperv^sion  ef  the  county  judge.  In  each 
county  a  HigtaTay  Comr.ilssion  is  created  to  suprrvise  and  manage  all 
roads  not  included  in  the  State  KighT^'ay  Systen.  The  Coraniission  is 
coinposed  oi"  the  count;/  Judge  and  twc  other  ine!;Lbors  appointed  by  hin 
■with  th.;  consent  of  the  crunty  board.  It  is  a  body  politic  and 
corporate,  having  tne  sane  "gcvernmental"  status  as  a  ccunty  in  all 
tort  actions. 

Arkansas  -  Act  He.  387,     Pcuncary  Lines    of    School  Districts 
(H.  B.  195,  Sub.  frr  K.  P.  61).    Ccunty  courts    arc    given  power  to 
change  the  brundary  linos  betre^n  scho  -1  districts  upon  the  vn-itten 
consent    (l)  of  the  PJoard    of    Directors  of  each  district  a.ffected, 
and    (2)  of  a  majority  of  the  electors  in  any  territory  seeking  an- 
nexation t''  another  aistrict. 

Idaho  ~  Ch.  16,  Creati'.n  ^-f  State  Higtovay  Systen  (H.  P.  11). 
iill  highv^'^ays  now  or  hereafter  established  in  the  Sta.to  are  declared 
to  constitute  a  State-wide  highway  systen.  "Ifeile  the  several  county 
highway  districts,  good  road  districts,  cities  and  villages  are  to 
continue  t  construct  and  maintain  highways  within  their  respective 
limits,  they  do  so  as  agents  ci  the  State. 

x>.  special  fund  is  set  up  out    of    money  accruing  to  the  State 
highway  fund  from  motor  fuel  taxes,  20  per  c^nt    of    which    is    to  be 
distributed  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion  t^.  their  respec- 
tive sho.res  of  the  proceeds  from  automobile  licenses  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.    In  any  case,  at  least  |1, 000, 000  rnpast  be  thus  distrib- 
uted, 

Indiana  -  Ch.  150,  Creation  of  Toyrnships  (H.  412).  Addition- 
al limitations  are  olaced  upon  the  power  of  Boards  of  C.unty  Comjnis— 
sioners  to  divide  counties  into  towxiships       to  cha.nge    the  number, 
names  and  boundaries  of  existing  townships.    In  the  first  place,  no 
existing  tovaiship  may  be  abolished  or  its  brundai^ies  altered  except 
upon  authority  of    a    petition  presented    tc    the  Commissioners  by  a 
majority  ^f  the  freeholders  within  the  boundary  lines  nf  the  terri- 
torj'"  affected.    Secondly',     the  creation  of  new  townships  or  the  re- 
duction in  size  -"f  old  to-';/n ships  mijist  be  so  carried  out  as  t'"^  leave 
at  least  24  square  "dies  vrf-thin  the  v.evr  tormship;  and  thirdly,  min- 
imum existing  valuation  for  a  ntiW  tovmshio  is  fixed  at  .;i200,000, 

Ore^T' n  -  Ch.  468,  Reorganization  cf  Scho-l  Districts  (H.F.  321). 
In  each  county  net  subject  t^  -hapten  YIII,  title  25,  Oregon  Cede 
1935  Supplement  (the  County  Unit  School  District  Law),  a  County  Re- 
organization Committee  is  created.  The  Comjiittee  is  to  organize 
within  30  'lays  of  the  eff c-ctivo  dr.te  ^  "  the  Act,  and  begin  an  exam- 
ination of  existing  school  district  boundaries.  With  the  aid  of 
standards  fixed  by  the  Statu  Board  cf  Education  acting  as  a  State 
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Comj'nissioii  for  school  district  reorganizatiorij  it  is  to  make  a 
comprehensive  school  district  plan  tc  be  completed  not  later 
than  September  1,  1940,  The  State  Commission  has  poY^er  to  call 
elections  upon  the  question  of  reorganizing  districts  in  ac- 
cordance v.dth  the  plan. 

Pe Fin s y], vania  -  Act  I'o.  275,  School  District  Mergers.  Fur- 
ther amends  the  School  Code  (1911  P.  L.  309),  by  establishing  a 
uniform,  procedure  for  school  district  mergers.  The  steps  in 
the  procedure  are:  (l)  formulation  of  a  plan  by  the  County 
Board  and  pa:r-ticipating  local  Poaris  of  School  Directors;  ^Z) 
submission  of  this  plan  to  the  State  Council  of  Education  for 
approval;  (3)  filing  of  a  petition  in  the  county  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  rc-questing  a  2'eferendum  in  each  affected  district; 
(4)  holding  the  referendum;  (5)  certification  of  the  results  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Count 2/  Prothonotary 
and  the  Cvoiinty  and  local  Boards  of  School  Directors. 

All  officers  in  the  units  to  be  merged  serve  until  the 
end  of  their  respective  terms,  and  all  property,  assets,  lia- 
bilities ana  so  forth,  of  each  district  are  preser^/ed  in  the 
merged  district.  If  only  a  part  of  a  district  is  merged,  the 
distribution  of  assets  and  liabilities  is  determined  by  v/ritten 
J!-  agree^ment  bctvfeen  the  interested  Boards  of  School  Directors 
prior  to  the.  referendum. 

Soutii  Dakota  -  Ch.  Ill,  Abolition  of  Highv/ay  Board  in  Un- 
organized Comities  (S.3,  155).    Highivay  Boards  are  abolished  in 
those  unorganized  counties  T.Tiere  less  than  IZ^  per  cent  by  area 
of  all  real  propei^ty  remains  on  the  assessment  list,     or  v/here 
the  assessed  valuation  does    not    exceed  $500,000,      All  money 
left  tc  the  credit  of  the  county's  read  fijnd,     or  received  from 
the  collection  of  tack  ta>:es,  is  tc  be  used  for  liojiidating  out- 
standing road  v'arrents.    Any  surplus  tc  be  used  for  construction 
and  maintenance    on    the    State  and  Fedc^ral  road  system  m thin  the 
unorgrjiized  county. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  auditor  of  each  county  to  "V'.'hich  sn 
un(>rganized  county  is  attached,    begirjiing  en  the  first  day  of 
July,  1939  and  annus.lly  thereafter,  tc  ascei-i^ain  whether  or  not 
this  lav/  is  there  applicable. 

Texas  -  County-Wide  Schocl  Districts  (S.B.  44),  Counties 
hs.ving  (a)  botv/een  35,000  and  67,500  inhabitants  and  (b)  a  prop- 
erty valuation  -r^f  ■.?75,000,000,  are  automatically  converted  into 
coTinty-vri.de  cc^ualiz?.tion  units  for  the  maintenrnce  of    a  county 
UT-it  system  of  educatim.    The  general  management  and  supervis- 
ion of  the  public  schools  is  tc  be  v-^stcd  in  a  Coimt;;"  BocXd  of 
School  Trustees.    Upon  the  approval,  of  the  electorate,  an  equal- 
ization tax    of    not  tc  exceed  Z^  rdlls  may  be  leaded,     the  pro- 
ceeds   to    be    distributed  to  the  comnon  and  independent  school 
districts  of  the  county  upon  the  same  basis    as    the    State  per 
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capita  apportinninent, 

Utah  -  Ch.  52,  Stud-/  o-T  Riblic  School  Systen  (H.B.  276).  Cre- 
ates a  fact 'finding  bod;/  co  nsisting  of  15  merabcrs,    to  te  appointed 
by  the  Govei-nor,     Its  puipjse    is    to  study    and    roport  upon:  (l) 
scholastic  and  v-caticnPvl    objectives  of  all  branches  rf  the  public 
school  system,   (2)  the  objects  for  which  money  allotted  to  the  var- 
iou.s  brarcnes  is  used,  (3)  the  degree  tc  whicli  existing  educational 
objectives  are  adapted  to  the  needs  and  -vrelfarc  of  the  State,   (4)  the 
ability  of  the  State  to  maintain  the  system  nov/  established,   (5)  de- 
sirsble  changes,  if  any,  and  (6)  means  of  stabilizing  support  to  all 
units  in  the  system. 

<j?.5,000    is    apprcpriatc.d  by  the  Act  for  the  expenses  of  the 

study, 

GOVEPiJlIENTAL  COOPERATION 


Federal  Aid 

Nevada  -  Ch.  148,  Acceptance  of  Federal  Aid  by  Counties  (S.B. 
IS-i).    A  permanent  procedure  is  established  for  acceptance  by  coun- 
ties of  Federal  grants-in-aid  for  public  improvements.      Should  the 
contribution  required  of  the  county  be  limited    to     (a)    the  use  of 
county-ovjned  equipment,     (b)     th^.  Eeivices    of    regularly  appointed 
countj^  operators,     or     (c)    additional 'aMpenditure  of  not  more  than 
^1000,  only  a  resolution  of  the  county  Goramissioners    is  required. 
If  any  other  kind  cf  participation  is  ccntem.plated,  the  declaration 
of  intent  of  the  County  Comr.iissioners  miist  be  published;    and  the 
voters  of  the  county  have  30  days  in  ?.tiich  to  file  a  protest.  Pro- 
test by  10  per  cent  is  sufficient  to  require  submission  of  the  ques- 
tion to  a  vote  of  the  c  ixnty  electorate. 


Federal  Aid  to  Ed\xcation 


Actir;n  has  been  pending  in  the  past  several  sessions  cf  Cong- 
ress on  pr-'posals    to    pro'Vide  Federal  grants  in  aid  to  the  States 
f'^r  the  advancem.ent  of  education.    Several  ideas  have  been  er.bodied 
in  the  proposals  for  distributing  the  grants,  but  the  objective  cf 
the  most  important  ones  has  been  to  equalize  educational  opportuni- 
ties throughout  the  country'-  without  substituting  Federal  supervision 
for  that  of  the  States.    (See  H.B.  3517,  76th  Congress.) 

The  following  States  enacted  laws  authorizing  the  acceptance 
of  any  Federal  aid  to  educati'-n  that  might  be  forthcoming  or  passed 
resolutions  urging  Congr^^-ss  to.  tal:e  favorable  action  on  pending  bills. 
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/i^rkansas  -  Act  N':'.  184  (S.B.  330) 
Georgia  -  Res.  Ivo.  22  (p.  1446) 
Fiinnesota  -  Ch.  206  (H.B,  982) 
New  Iviexico  -  Ch.  228  (H.B.  52) 
North  DpJcota  -  S.L^.R,  No.  25 
Tennessee  -  Ch.  172 
Utah  -  Ch.  b3 
Vornont  -  Tenp.  No.  217 
Wycirdng  -  Ch.  95 

Interstate  Ccrapacts  ,   .. .  .  , 

Colorado  River  Ccripact.  It  has  .been  proposed  that  the 
States  oi  Arizona,  California  and  Nevada  euter  into  an  agreement 
for  the  purp'^se  of  establishing'  the  relative  inportance  of  dif- 
ferent beneficial  uses  of  the  iTat '.r,  removing  co.uses  of  contro- 
versies and  securing  the  expeditious  agricultural  ?.nd  industrial 
development  of  the  Lc'/er  Basin,  The  propos.al  has  been  ratified 
by  Arizona  (Ch.  53  -  S.B.  56), 

Dela-y'raro  River  Basin,  Thu  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvani.a  and  Dela-ware .  have  ■  dravm  up  an  interstate  conpa,ct  for 
the  purpose  of  controlling  pollution  in  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
River  Basin.    The  compact  divides  the  basin  into  f^ur    zones  and 
sets  up  mininu:;!  ste.ndards  of  sev;age    and    waste  treatment' within 
each  of  the  zones.    Administration  of  the  compact  is  to  be  dele- 
gated to  an  5_nterstate  commission. 

The  compact  was  ratified  in  1939  by  two  of  the  States: 

New  Jersey  -  Ch.  143  (S.E.  101 ) 

New  York  -  Ch.  600  (iuB.  1938) 

Ohio  ^'^iver  Valley  Water  Sanitation  Compact,    A  compact  has 
been  negotiated  by  representa-tives  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee  .  and  Vfest  Virginia.,  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  stream,  pollution  in  the  Ohio  River  Valley, 
The  signa-tory  States  pledge  them.selves  to  cooperate  fully  in  con- 
trolling pcllutioni  and  they  agree  to  enact  whatever  legislation 
may  be  necessa.ry  to  promote  sanitary,  safe  and  satisfactory  public 
and  industrial  uses  of  the  water  supply.  . 

The  compact  creates  the  Ohio  RLver  Valley  Water  SarJ.tation 
Co]'nt:iission,  as  an  instrumentality  of  the  several  States  and  of  the 
United  States,  to  administer  regulatory  m.ea.sures  under  the  s.gree- 
ment. 

Ratified  in  1939  by  the  folloTdng  States: 
Illinois  -  Page -310  (H.B.  891) 
Indiana  -  Ch.  55  (K.B.  337) 
New  York  -  Ch.  776 
Ohio  -  S.B.  33 
West  Virginia  -  H.B.  369 
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Rio  Grande  Conpact.  The-  "Ki"  Grandt^  '^crpact, "  -"as  signed  in 
1938  by  representatives  cf  Cc?^i  radc^  Kiw  [vlexico  rand  Texe.s,  with  the 
object  of  renoving  all  caus.^s  .'-f  present  and  future  contr'^versies 
among  then,  mth  respect  to  use  rf  the  Y;a.ters  '^f  the  Ric  Grande 
River  above  Fort  Qaitnan,  Texas,  The '  compact  provides  for  the  r.iain- 
tenance  and  operation  of  stroan  .<;auging  stati;  ns  at  specific  points, 
and  fixes  the  rj^icrint  of  vrater  which'  the  States  of  Colorad.;^  and  New 
Mexico  are  required  to  deliver  into  the  channel  of  the  river  at 
their  respective  State  lines.  Provision  is  also  made  f r  the  set- 
tlement and  arbitration  of  other  problems  which  may  arise  out  of 
the  use  of  these  interstate  waters. 


Golc.radc  -  Oh.  146  (S.B.  83) 
New  Mexico  -  Ch.  33  (3.E.  55) 


■  South  Dak--ta-I''ii.n-nesota  Boundary  Yraters.      The    South  Dakota- 
Minnesota  Brundary  Y'aters  Com^dssion  consists  of  the  folloTdjig  mem- 
bers;    The  directr-r    of    the    Sruth  Jlakota  Go.me  and  Fish  Com^nission, 
the  Minnesota  Commissioner  of  Conservation  and  o.n  engineer  mtitually 
agreeable  to  the  Governors  of  the  two  Staters,    Its  pow;;rs  are;  (l) 
to  determine  the  most  desirable  and  beneficial  levels    of  b-^undarj'- 
v/aters,     (2)  to  make  necessary  orders,     (3)  tc'  h;:.ld  hearings  either 
after  cr^mplaint  'T^r  on  its  oi^.ti  initi.ative,  and  (i)  to  prescribe  and 
promulgate  rules  and  procedure    frr    the    conduct  of  its  investiga- 
tions and  h..arings. 

Both  States  enacted  appropriate  legislation    for    making  the 
Commission  a  legal  working  crganization: 

Ilinne s ot a  - " Ch .  '  60  C^,T,  286) 

Scuth  Dakota  -  Ch.  294  (H.E.  218) 

Scuth  Plg.tte.      II'  c-ctiations  have  been  started    to    appoint  a 
joint  C'-lor^ado-Nebraska  Cc.mr.'ission  to  deal  with  prcbleriS  of  utiliz- 
ing and  disposing  of  the  waters  of  the  Scuth  Platte  River.    The  Gov- 
ernor of  Nebra.ska  has  been  authorised  to  appoint    a    C'  mnissionor  to 
represent  the  State.     (Ch.  53,  L.B.  192) 


Local  G^vernmonts 

Go-:-  ia  -  .-.ct  Ko.  276,     Functional  Cooperation  EetYreen  Cities 
and  Counti.       Pulton  County  is  authc^rized  to  contract  vfith  the  city 
of  Atlanta    f^r    the  perf ormi?.nce    of    admdnistrative,  pi-otective  or 
other  govorrjTiental  functions  and  sei^^.^ices, 

Nevada  -  Ch.  57,  Local  Government  Cooperation  (A. P.  258).  A 
county  containing  a  city  fire  aistrict  ;aa.y  ma.ke  agreements  whereby 
the  city  fire  denartm.ent  v/ou'ld  assist    in    pi'otecting  property  from 
fire  within  designated  rui^al  areas,  upon  agreed  terms  of  compensa- 
tion. 
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Tennessee  -  Ch,  C'r^cpcration    Beti'j-een    Counties  and 

liinicipalitit.s     (H,        1378).      The  quarterly  County  c^urt  and 
the  chief  legislative  b^'dy    of    any    nunicipality  lying  T.dthin 
the  br:'Undaries  of    a    county  nmy  enter  into  agreenents    for  the 
joint  perfornance  of  desirable  and  necessary  public  services. 

Terjiesseo  -  Ch.  I'unctional  Consolidatirn    of  Coun- 

ties (K.B.  1580),  The  Quarterly  County  Courts  of  any  two  or 
more  contiguous  counties  are  authorized  to  enter  into  agree- 
ments for  the  joint  perfornance  and  financing  ' of  any  service 
functi'^ns  rendered  by  c  r  thrc  ugh  c runty  gc^verninent. 

Cession  a.nd  Consent  L:iV7s 

Nevada  -  Ch,  148,  Acceptance  of  Lands  from  the  United 
States  (S.B.  133),  The  Grvernor  of  the  State  is  authorized  and 
directed  tc'  accept  on  its  behalf,  any  conveyance  by  the  Federal 
Government,  nf  public  lends  for  park  and  recreations.l  purposes. 

South  Dakota  -  Ch.  S37,  Transfer  cf  Custer  State  Park  to 
the  I'ation'.l  Government.  (S.B.  314),  The  Governor  is  empoYrer- 
ed  to  neg;^tiote  for  transferring  to  the  Federal  Go^rernment,  all 
State  lands  eo.braced  within  the  boundarios  of  Custer  State  Park, 
except  school  rr  endov/ment  lands.  The  State  reserves  fnr  ti'/en— 
ty  years,  the  right  to  rental  and  income  fr^^m  certain  lodge  and 
hotel  pronerties  mthin  the  park.  The  Federal  Government  is 
obligated  perpetually  to  (l)  keep  the  park  open  lo  the  people 
^■'.dthO'Ut  admission  cliarges;  (S)  o.ssurie  all  the  State's  contract- 
ual obligations  to  purchase  land  within  it,  in  f'-rce  at  the 
time  of  the  conveyance;  and  (3)  maintain  o,ll  roads  and  trails 
as  they  -are  at  the  tiiuo  of  the  transfer. 

In  case  the  transfer  is  made,     the    Board  of  School  and 
Public  Lands  is  authorized    to    arrange'  exchanges  of  school  and 
endowment  lands  iTithin  the  park  for  un?.liena.ted  Federal  land  of 
equal  value  outside. 

Verm.ont  -  Terp.  No.  S51,     Legislative  Memorial,  i-rguing 
that  "the  failure  ox  the  United  States  to  show  j.ts  sincerity  by 
entering  into    a    ifirritten  agreement  ^Adth  the  State    of  Vermont 
places  the  interna.l  sovereignty  of  th^  State  of  Vermiont  over  its 
lands  'and  natural  resources,  and  its  people  in  double  jeopardy, 
because  the  Flood  Control  Act  of  193'8  .  .  ,  repea-ling  the  sacred 
vfords  'T.dth  the  consent  of  the  State,'  and  substituting  therefor 
the  arbitrar;/  words  'notvdthstanding  any  restrictions  or  limita- 
tions or  pri'^r  C':^'nsent  by  onj  other  act,  ,  .,  '  gives  the  Secre- 
tary r  f  War  ^lower    to    openly  flaunt  and  tc  ignore  the  internal 
sovereignty  of  a  sovereign  Strte    in    the    acquisition  of  lands, 
easements,  and  rights-of-way  necessary  for  any  dajn  and  reservoir 
project    or    channel  improvement    or    rectification  project  for 
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flood  control  purooses.  .  'the  National  Congress  is'  .  .  ,  res- 

pectfully requested  to  uphold  the  sacred  faith  and  tradition  of  the 
American  people  ty  repealin?;  forthT.i.th  such  enactments." 

Federal  Acq; ^isition  -  The  follovdnE-  States  enacted  Ir^.vs  con- 
seritinr'  to  Federal  c.cquisition  of  land  to  be  used  for  flood  control, 
navigation,  development,  soil  conservation,  power  generation,  and 
other  purposes,  but  resei^ring  the  right  to  serve  civil  and  criminal 
process  thereon: 

Arkansas  -  i-;ct  ho.  5?,7  (h.^^.  643). 

Maine  -  Let  ho.  248. 

iia.£sachusetts  -  Ch.  £84.  Limited  application. 
New  Hampshire  -  Cii.  149,    limited  application. 


Wildlife  Restoration 

The  Pittman-Rooertson  "Federal  Aid  in  -Jildlife  Restoration 
Act,"  Pablic  Law  4l5,  75th  Congress,  provided  for  allocation  of 
Federal  receipts  from  taxes  on  firearms,  shells,  and  cartridges,  to 
th^  Stat.-is  (One-half  in  proportion  to  the  Sto.te's  area  and  one-half 
in  proportion  to  the  num.ber  of  license  holders  in  the  St?.te)  to  aid 
theri  in  midlife  restoration  prrhiects  iincludinp:  research  and  the 
selection,  acquisition,  restoration,  rehabilitation  and  improvement 
of  suitable  and  adaptable  areas  ox  l-end  and  water.) 

As  a  condition  for  t'^.e  apportionmient  of  money  under  this  j.ct. 
States  mast  assent    to    its    provisi^^ns  and  m^ist  enact  legislation 
prohibitirtT  the  diversion  of  hunting  license  fees  to  any  other  pur- 
pose th?n  Y'dldlife  conservabi^j. . 

A  t~tal    of  43  States  have  passed  acceptance  Acts  and  become 
eligibl-;  tn  the  Federal  benefits.      Action  was  teJcen  in  1959  by  the 
follomng  States     (in  each  crse  the  agency  delegated    t^  administer 
tho  lew  on  the  State  leA^ol  is  indicated): 

Alabama  -  G-v's.  !>.  514  (H.r.  36^),  Dept  of  CmscrAratim. 

Arizona  -  Ch.  £1  (^^.B.  119),  ^^-ame  &.  Fish  CoKii-nissim. 

Colifornia  -  Ch.  296  (S.R.  331),  hiv.  of  Fish  &  ^rame. 

C-lorado  -  Ch.  106  (3.5.  475),  Gairie  &  Fish  Commiissi-n. 

Idan:  -  Ch.  145  (H.3.  281),  State  Fish  5:  Garre  Coi.missi.  n. 

Iljinoio  -  Page  651  (S.R.  28),  Dept.  C-nservati-n. 

Indiana  -  ■•^h.  101  (H.  1"'6),  L^pt.  cf  Conservation. 

Iov;a  -  Ch.  75  (S.r,  448),  State  Conservati- n  Ccmmission. 

Maine  -  Ch.  231,  Lept.  cf  Inland  Fisheries  S:  Game. 

I'lichigan  -  Pub.  Act  281  (S.E,  508),  Conservation  Commissi'-n. 

Mirriosota  -  Hos.  11  {S.^  .  4-.2),  Game  &  Fish  Departmer^t. 

Nebraska  -  Ch.  41  (L.E.  133),  Came,  Forestaticn  k  Parks  Comi. 

New  Hamipshire  -  Ch.  168,  Fish  &  Grme  Dept. 

New  Mexico  -  Ch.  19  (K.A.  35),  Strte  Game  Co:?j"is->i-n. 

North  Carolina  -  Ch,  271,  Dept.  of  Conservati -n  &  Develcpnent, 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  146  (A.B.  65),  State  Game  k  Fish  Dept. 


(Wildlife  Rostora.  cont.) 


-  27  - 


Oregon  -  Ch.  175  (S.P.  9),  Stite  Game  &  Fish  Ccr;j-'n. 
Sruth  Dp.kot':.  -  Ch.  100  (H.B.  215),  Gamo  &  Fish  Dept. 
Tcnnossou  -  Ch.  163  (H.B,  1332),  Conservaticn  Dept. 
Toxcs  -  S,"^,  215,  Gr.rao,  Fish  k  Oyster  CoinniLSsion. 
Vcrncnt  -  Ter.p,  No,  83,  Fish      Gone  Surveys. 
Washingt'-n  -  Ch.  140  (H.B,  231),  State  Dept.  of  Gajne. 
West  Virginia      Ch.  64  (S.3,  204),  Sec.  11,  Dir.  of  Cons. 
.  Wyoming  -  Ch.  58  (S.F,  47),  Garae  &  Fish  Coranission. 

Arizona  (H.G.R.  3)  and  Kansas  (Ch.  361)  nenorialized  Con- 
greB's  to  appropriate  8.11  the  reveniae  received '  iron  the  Federal 
tax  on  firearms  for  wildlife  restoration  projects,   (instead  of 
92  per  cent  as  novrorcvided  by  the  Pittman- Robertson  Let), 

Miscellaneous 

Mississippi  Parlvvray,    The  f oll;:T/ving  States  enacted  leg- 
islati-- n  in  1939  f  r  r  the  purpose  ■'-f  cc  operating  vdth  the  Fed- 
eral Gf  vernment  in  the  proposed    devoloprAcnt  of  a  Mississippi 
Partnvay : 

Arkansas  -x-  Act  No.  45  (H.B.  342). 

Illinois  -  Page  1150  (H.--:.  607);  see  also  H.J.R.  26. 
Mnnescta  -  Res.  21  (3.^,  1273). 
llissouri  -  Page  667  (H.B.  529). 

Wisconsin  -  Ch.  138  (x..B.  514),    Wruld  supply  to  any  nat- 
ional parlcv\ray. 

Yfeshington  -  Ch.-  68,  Farm  Forestry  (H.B.  289).    The  Div- 

isi'-n  of  Forestry  and    the    State  College  are  authorized  to  re- 
ceive funds  from  the  Federal  Government,     to  be  used  in  the  co- 
opei'ative  developmunt    of    vfindbreaks,  shelter  belts  and  woc'd— 
lots  on  fams  in  accordance  rdth  the  cr^operative  Federa-1  Farm 
Forestry  Act  rf  Tfoy  18^  1937. 

gr;.zing 


Stack  Laivs 

Alabama  -    Govern-T^r's    Nc  .     368,     Local  Opti-^n  Stock  Lavr 
(H.P.  125).      Livestock  ovmers  permitting  their  str  ck    t--  run 
"uncontrolled"  off  th-^ir  own  land  after  j"Ia.rch  1,  1940,  mil  be 
held  civilly  liabl-v    fcr    any  dama^ie  olone    to    crops,  trees, 
shrubs  or  floY;ers.      Ccurt  judgments  against  a  livestock  crmer 
constitute      a    lien    on    the    marauding  anirial  superior  to  all 
other  liens. 
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State  r.nd  ccuntj"  Ir.vr  cnf ;.  rccnent  officers  are  authorized  to 
take  up  any  stock  that  is  found  running  at  Irrge.    Personal  notice 
is  to  be  served  on  the  cv.Tier  7;ithin  24  hours,  o.nd  a  fee  of  $1,00 
charged  for  taking  up  the  anir.?.!,  in  addition  to  any  claims  result- 
ing from  damage  done  or  feed  consuned.    Stock  may  also  be  tr-ken  up 
by  the  oy.iier  or  tenant  of  Icjxd  upon  which  it  is  trespassing. 

C-^unties  may  exorcise  an  option  to  allcvr  cattle  (not  other 
kinds  of  livestock)  t-^  have  free  range,  if  the  propcsitim  is  sup- 
ported by  a  majority  -^f  the  votes  cast  at  a  special  election  call- 
ed by  the  probate  judge  in  response  to  a  petition  filed  by  25  per 
cent  -r-i  the  quolificd  electors.     Such  counties  are  to  be  knovvTi  as 
"Open  Rrnge  Crunties,"  in  contrr.distinction  to  "Stock  Law  Cr^unties." 

In  "St^ck  Law  Gruntioe,"  the  liability  of  the  r^/mor  of  ma- 
rauding livost^ck  dc  es  nr^t  extend  to  damages  resulting  from  colli- 
sions with  m-^tor  vehicles;  and  in  "Open  Range  C' unties"  cvmers  can- 
not collect  dojiages  for  injury  tc"  their  st:^ck  by  nr tor  vehicles. 

Montana  -  Gh.  65,  Stock  Lanes  (S.B.  150).    k  stock  lane  is 
deemed  to  bo  a  public  highway  established  and  maintained  for  the 
driving  and  travel  of  livesti'Ck.    Determination  of  the  width  of  the 
lc.ne  is  loft  to  the  County  Conrnissicners  but  xnc.j  not  be  less  than 
60  feet.    Tne  general  laws  of  the  State  relating  to  powers  cf  Coun- 
ty Comirissioners  to  establish,  alter  and  va.cate  public  highv;ays, 
including  the  right  cf  er/tinent  domoin,.  apply  to  stock  lanes  as  well 
as  to  highi'/ays. 

Texas  -  K.B.  £83,  Cattle  Guo.rds.  The  Corimissionors '  C^urt 
of  Chambers  County  is  o.uthrrizijd  to  construct  and  m.aintoin  cattle 
guards  along  first,  second  rr.d  third  class  roads. 


Districts 

Montana  -  Ch.  208,  Grass  Conservation  Act  (H.B.  217).  This 
kct  c-nstitut?o  r  c-mpl-'te  revisi'-n  rf  the  State  gracing  laws.  The 
'\r.st  significant  changes  invclvc  (1)  ab'.-^lishing  the  State  Grazing 
Conmissi;n  and  substituting  the  I/If-ntana  Grass  Conservation  Commis- 
sion, and  (2)  increasing  the  power  of  gra.zing  associations  over 
lands  lying  within  district  boundaries.    No  one  may  noir  graze  live- 
st'-ck  within  a  district  -vvithout  a  permit  from  the  associati'^n,  un- 
less he  grazes  upon  land  ov/ned  or  controlled  by  him  and  restrains 
his  stock  from,  trespassing  on  lands  controlled  by  the  AssocLation. 
This  prnvisi'  n  allows  the  ii.sscciation  to  regulate  grazing  of  un- 
fenced  lands  and  th^-se  that  heave  been  abandoned  by  their  '"vmers. 


(Grazing  cc-nt.) 


-  29  - 


Federal  Ag'encies 

Nevada  -  Cli.  67,  Ccopcra.tion  of  State,  Ccurity,  and  Federal 
Agencies  in  Rela.tion  tc  Grazing  Lands  (A.F,  135)*    Money  paid  by 
the  Federal  Gcvernnent  as  the  State's  portir.-.n  of  grazing  fees,  and 
returns  from  grazing  le-ases  in  Taylor  grazing  districts,  is.  placed 
in  a  special  fund  designated  as  the  Nevada  Taylcr  Grazing  Let  Ra.nge 
Improveinent  Fund.    This  in  turn  is  distributed  to  the  vari-'us  coun- 
ties in  proportion  to  the  acreage  <~f  grazing  district  Land  vrithin 
their  respective  boundaries. 

In  order  to  provide  m  instrumentality  for  better  cooperation 
betv.'een  State,  County  and  Federal  agencies  having  to  do  i/\d.th  Taylor 
Grazing  Districts,  a  State  Grazing  Board  is  esta.blished  in  each  dis- 
trict.   The  mombers  and  chairman  -'f  each  of  the  State  Boards  are  the 
same  persons  T.'h^  constitute  the  Bor.rd  of  District  Affairs,  except 
that  membership  is  limited  to  residents  of  the  State.    The  function 
of  these  Br^ards  is  to  direct  and  guide  tlie  dispositi.-n  of  the  Range 
Improvement  Fund  f  "r  each  ddstrict;  t-:-  supervise    construction  and 
in^-intenrnce^  of  iir^provements;  to  auth'~rize  pa^/Hients  of  legitimate 
administrative^  c^'  sts;  o.nd  to  take  chai-ge  of  the  refunding  of  gra&- 
ing  fees  daring  periods  of  severe  drcught  or  general  epidemics  of 
disease. 

ioiy  project  involving  the  construction  and  m.aintenance  of 
range  improvem.ents  cen  be  undertaken  only  under  co-operative  agree- 
ments between  either  the  State  Boards  or  the  Cramty  Commissioners, 
and  Federal  officers  in  chs.rge  rf  the  grazing  district  concerned. 

Now  Mexico  -  Ch.  125,  Taylor  Grazing  Funds  (H.B.  122).  Funds 
receivoQ  by  the  State  as  its  share  of  monej^  collected  by  the  Feder- 
al Govjinmont  in  each  Taylor  Grazing  District,  are  to  be  distribut- 
ed to  the  sevora].  counties  distribution  to  bo  msde  in  an  amount 

proportionate    to    the  extent  of  districted  lands    in    each  county. 
Money  received  by  the  county  is  to  be  placed  in  the  "Farm  and  Rsige 
Improvement  P'und"  and  is  to  be  used  for  soil  and  voater  c^nsei^vration, 
control  of  rodents  and  predatory  animals,  exterrinatic n  of  noxious 
veeds,  an:I  construction  of  second'0.ry  roads.    Exp-enditures  from  the 
fund  mast  bear  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  College  of  Agri- 
culture °  and  County  Comndssioners  sha.ll  in  all  cases  seek  the  advice 
and  coopera-tion  of  State  and  Federal  agencies  in  determining  the  way 
in  which  the  money  is  spent. 

Ifoshinrton  -  S.J.M.  1,  Grazing  rational  Forests.     Congress  is 
memorialized  to  permit  the  gre.zing  of  approximately  40,000  acres  of 
land  in  Stevenson  Ccunty,  n'--"'r  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Biolcgical 
Survey.    It  is  contended  that  this  area  has  always  been  considered 
fine  natural  range;  that  there  is  ne  danger  rf  over-grazing  under 
the  super^d-sion  of  the  F-,:-rest  Department,  and  that  the  grazing  of 
cattle  in  no  way  injures        depleters  the  feed  fcr  game,  since  cat- 
tle eat  a  different  kind. 
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LiJMD  TENURE 


Farm  Mortgap:es 

Cslif  ornia  -  Ch,  515,  oubstitnti^'n  '^f  Here  stead  Property 
(a.E.  1254).  If  preceecLs  accruing  frcn  the  sale  of  property 
selected  as  a  horiQatea''  are  used  for  the  purchase  of  other 
property  within  6  r..onths,  the  nev/ly  purchased  property  nay  be 
designated  as  a  honestead  vdth  the  sane  legal  effect  as  though 
the  original  homestead  had  not  been  sold, 

California  -  Oh.  929,     Far-n  Debt  Adjustnent  Conriission 
(S.B.  1156),    Un:ler  the  generol  supervision  of  the  California 
Farn  Debt  Ac'justaonfc  Conr.iissi'n,  gr-^'ups  of  20  or  r.ore  laraers 
n&y  I  cm  volunta^ry  associa.tions    for    the  p-orpose    of  having 
their  indebtedness  refinanced  by  finnncial  institutions  on  the 
Cor.Loiission' s  approved  list.    VjTiile    a    loan  aoHTnced    by  the 
lending"  ins tituti'-n  constitutes  a  direct  obligation  of  the  in- 
dividual farrier    to    ymm  it  is  nade,     each  nerber  of  the  Asso- 
ciation nevertheless  assuines  liability    for    any  deficiency  of 
his  brother  raenbers. 

Loans  may  be  approved  as  follows:  (a.)  not  to  exceed  90 
per  cent  of  the  apprp.ised  value  of  the  farn  for  the  refinanc- 
ing of  debts  c-^ntracted  prir-r  to  January  1,  1SS7;  (b)  not  to 
exceed  75  per  cent  for  debts  contracted  subsequent  to  January 
1,  1957;  and  (c)  n-t  to  exceed  75  per  cent  for  the  puroha.se 
of  a  farn  subsequent  to  Jaxiuo.ry  1,  1939,  The  loan  contract 
must  provide  for  amortization  mthin  70  years  or  some  shr-rter 
period. 

Bonds  issued  by  a  lending  institute  n    on    the  security 
of  loans  made  under  this  xi.ct  must  bo  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sion, and  therevv-ith  become  legal  investments  for  fiduciary  in- 
stitutions and  arc  tax  exer.ipt    to    the  sa;:ie  extent    as  State 
bonds, 

Iowa-  Ch,  212,  Notice  to  Mortgagees  (S,F.  133).  Notice 

of  the  expiration  of  the  right  of  redem.ption  laust  novf  be  serv- 
ed by  registered  mail  (insteac  of  by  mere  publicatim),  on 
locally  non-resident  mortgagees  or  thoir  assignees  rf  record, 
if  their  a.df'.ress  is  disclosed  by  the  recorded  instrument  or 
by  a  certificate  filed  with  the  rccor.'^.er.  In  case  of  an  old- 
age  assistance  lien,  it  vdll  suffice  to  malce  tht.,  service  upc  n 
the  superint ancle:. t  of  the  State  Division  of  Old-Age  Assist- 
ance. 

Iov;a  -  Ch.  245,  Aortgare  F(~roclosuro  C-ntinuanccs  (S.F, 
489).      Embodying  into  perrrjnont  f-'-rm  the  spirit  of  the  orig- 
inal nortga.ge  morat-riun  Irw    (Ch.  525,  Code  1935),     this  Act 
-alloYre  ovmers  of  lands  foreclosed    f'-r    defaults  necessitated 
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by  natural  catastr ^  phics  cr  by  econi^nic  depression  duly  Dro- 
clainei  by  the  Governijr,  to  appl^r  fr-r  a  continuance  of  the 
foreclosure  proceedings.  If  the  court  find' the  statenents  in 
the  application  tc  be  true,  the  foreclosure  proceedings  nay  be 
postponed  up  to  Z  years,  depending  upon  the  date  of  its  con- 
nencei:ai:;nt,  (the  purpose  being  to  assure  relief  during  one  whole 
croj^  cycle).  Under  extraordinary  circumstances,  the  court  nay 
allow  a  second  crntinuanco ■ of  not  over  one  year. 

The  C',.urt  crder    naking  the  continuance  must  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  to  take  charge    of    the  property 
and  to  rent  it,  preferably  tc:  the  ovmer  or  party  in  possession. 
Rents  collected  by  the  receiver  rre    to    be  distributed  in  the 
following  order  of  priority:     (l)  costs    of    the  receivership, 
(2)  taxes,     (5)    insurance,     (4)  the  holder  of  the  instrument 
upon  wliich  the  foreclosure  is  based, 

Massachusetts  -  Ch.  32,  Homestead  Exemptions.    The  home- 
stead exemption  statute    is    libc:ralisod    by    increasing  the  ex- 
empted valuation  from  $800  to  $4000. 


Deficiency  Ju^'gmonts 

The  fallowing  States  enacted  legislation  giving  relief 
from  deficiency  ,iudp-ments: 

California      Ch.  586  (S.B.  334).    Deficiency  judgments 
on  propc:rty  mortgages  are  abolished,     except  in    the    case  of 
bon-^-S  issued  by  permission  of  the  Comj^issioner  of  Corporations, 
or  subject  t^  the  Public  Utilities  Act, 

New  York  -  Ch.  607.    Benefits    rf    1938  Law  extended  to 
July  1,  1940. 

Moratoria 

The  following  States  extended    their    mortgage  moratoria 
laws  or  added  new  ones: 

Lrisona  -  Ch,  34  (S.B.  141).    1937  L-w  extended    Z  years 
beyond  Ilarch  4,  1939, 

California  -  Ch.  86  (...B.  360).    Extends  postponement  of 
foreclosure  sales  and  redemption  periods  tc  July  1,  1941, 

California  -  Ch.  609^  (S.B.  543).      Declares  a  moratorium 
on  the  foreclovsure    of    State  schorl  lands  until  June  30,  1941, 

Co.lifornia  -  A.J.R.  14.      The  President  O-nd  Congress  are 
memorialized  to  pro^/ide    o.    moratoriur.i  upon  repayment    of  the 
principal  of  Federal  f.arm.  loo.ns. 

I.Iichigsji  -  Act  No.  316.    Previous  law  continues  effective 
until  March  1,  1940. 
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Michigan  -  Act  No.  318.    Land  Contract  Mor?.torium  extended 
from  November  1,  1953  to  March  1,  194C,  tut  only  vrhen  a  "homestead" 
is  involved. 

Itinnesota  -  Cn.  7  (3.F.  53).    Ext.ends  noratorium  to  I'arch  1, 

1941. 

Montana  -  Ch.  124  (S.  Sub.  for  H.B.  115).  Benefits  extended 
to  March  1,  1941, 

New  York  -  Ch.  606.    Benefit s  extended  to  July  1.,  IS 40. 

North  Dal^ota  -  Ch.  165  (S.B.  40).     Exbended  to  July  1,  1941. 

Ohio  -  H.5.  50.     ]937  Lrw  extended  to  April  1,  1941. 

Yfiscorsin  -  Ch.  28  (S.j3.  30).    Previous  moratoriurr'.  extended 
to  April  1,  1941. 

Wisconsin  -  Ch.  70  (A.  J.  R.  117).  Federal  lending  agencies 
urged  to  siabmit  voluntarily  to  provisions  of  the  State  }'!oratorium 
and  Mediation  LaTfs, 


Landlord-Tenant  Relations 

lovra  -  Ch.  235,  Termnation  of  Agricultural  Leases  (S.F.  203). 
The  landlord-tenant  laws  of  the  State,  pro^d-ding  that  "where  an 
agreement  is  made  fixing  the  ti:7ie  of  the  termination  of  the  ten?~ncy, 
whether  in  voriting  or  not,  it  shall  coase  at  the  time  agreed  upon, 
without  notice"  (Sec.  10131  Code  1935),  are  revised  so  as  to  make  an 
exceotion  in  the  case  of  farm  tenants,  not  m.ere  croppers,  occupying 
and  culti'^'ating  as  much  as  40  acres.  Such  tenancies  arc  to  continue 
for  the  following  crop  year,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  original  lease,  unless  witten  notice  fcr  termination  is  given 
by  either  party  not  later  tha.n  November  1. 

Oklalioma  -  Ch.  53,  Act  1,  Repeal  of  the  Farm  Landlord  and  Ten- 
ant Relatio.iship  Act  (S.R.  82).    This  Act  repeals  Senate  Bill  No.  272 
(1937  Session  Laws),  knovai  as  the  Farm  Landlord  and  Tenant  Relation- 
ship Act, 

The  purpose  of  the  Act  was  to  create  a  bettor  relationship  be- 
tween farm  landlords  and  tenants  through  the  sponsoring  of  education- 
al programs  r '.:  Lnied  to  show  the  advantages  of  long  terra  contracts j 
assirting  l^"^d".xrd3  and  tenants  to  taJce  advantage  of  existing  farm 
organ"'  :.i,i^1clIo,  a:'5  30ciaticns  a:id  ccopcrativosj  and  working  out  a  basis 
for  the  arbi oration  of  landlord-tcna.r.t  disputes. 

State  Fund  ]"ort gages 

-  27.  Land  Settlement  -Contracts  (H.  B.  14^0  •  The 
Land  Sehrj.eiricnt  Law  of  19:^9  (S.  c.  3,  ch.  43  Session  Law's  of  1929)  is 
amended  so  as  to  allow  payments  of  principal  and  interest  to  be  made 
on  January  ].  of  each  year  until  a  total  of  30  such  psymtnts  nas  been 
made.    Furtherm.ore,  the  Land  ukttlem.cnt  Board  is  allowed    to  reform 
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any  contract  by  reducing  the  purchase  price  of  the  land  to  not 
less  than  $25 ,00  per  acre.  The  minimum  purchase  price  in  the 
old  law  was  hIjIOO.OO  per  acre, 

Arizona  -  Ch.  86,  State  Permanent  Fund  Mortgages  (H,  B. 
26).  The  State  treasurer  is  directed  to:  (l)  investigate  all 
unliquidated  loans  of  "perms,nunt  funds"  secured  by  mortgages 
on  farm  lands j  (2)  make  a  detailed  field  examination  of  the 
property;  (3)  proceed  promptly  to  liquidate  the  loans;  and  (4) 
to  make  a  written  report  of  his  actions  to  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature. 

Up  until  July  1,  1939,  the  State  treasurer,  virith  the  con- 
sent of  the  Governor  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  authority 
to  make  5-yea,r  extensions  on  delinquent  bonds.  He  also  still 
has  the  power  to  assign  any  note  secured  by  mortgage  to  the 
State  on  farm  lands,  provided  the  considerEition  is  not  less 
than  the  full  amount  of  principal  and  interest  ovdng  thereon. 
Other  loans  in  default,  unless  one  of  the  above  actions  has 
been  taken,  art  to  be  foreclosed  and  the  lands  so  acquired  by 
the  State  are  to  be  managed  for  the  benefit  of  the  permianent 
fund, 

Minnesota  -  Ch.  417,  tu-ral  Credit  Compromises  (S.F.1413). 
Authorizes  the  Conservator    of    Rural  Credit    to_  petition  the 
District  Court  of  Ramsey  County  for  authority  to  compromise  on 
a  cash  basis,  the  indebtedness  due  on  contracts  made  ..by  the 
State  for  the  sale  r.f  rural  credit  lands. 

Oklahoma  -  Ch.  28,  Art.  3,  Sale  of  Foreclosed  Lands  (H.B. 
.294),  The  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  are  authorized  to 
appoint  two  duly  qualified  appraisers  wh<'-se  duty  it  Tvill  be  to 
make  a  nev^  -^.nd  complete  aopraisal  of  all  lands  acquired  by  the 
State  through  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages.  Appraisals  are  to 
be  based  on  the  fair  value  of  land  a.nd  improvements,  soil  type 
and  crops  for  which  it  is  adapted. 

Sales  of  foreclosed  lands  are  to  be  made  at  public  auc- 
tion. The  purchaser  may  pay  5  per  cent  down  a.nd  h?.ve  25  years 
within  which  to  pay  the  balance.  The  State  reserves  50  per 
cent  of  the  minerals.  The  purchaser  agrees  personally  to  farm 
the  land  for  not  less  than  5  years,  and  agrees  to  follow  sug- 
gestions for  better  agricultural  production  and  soil  conserva- 
tion made  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Division  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Land  Office. 

Yifyoming  -  Ch.  23,  Farm.  Loan  Board  Mortgages  (H.B.  45). 
The  Farm  Loan  Board  Mortg.-^ge  Layj'  is  amended  so  as  to  reduce 
the  interest  rate  on  defaulting  payments  from  8  to  4  per  cent; 
and  to  extend  to  March,  1944  (from  March,  1939)  the  period 
during  which  the  Loan  Board  may  make  further  concessions  in  or 
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cancellations  of  i.ntei-es'b  on  defaulted  payiaents.  The  anendment  ap- 
plies to  both  eld  and  now  lorns. 


lUscellaneous 

x\riz'na  -  Ch.  51^  Rights  and  Privilorcs  of  Foreign  Corporations 
(H.B.  69),     Section  560,  Revised  Cede  of  1928,  is  amendea  to  provide 
that    "no  alien  corporation  horeaiter  shall  evor  o^m  or  hold  any  land 
v.dthin  the  State  q-^  Arizona.    No  foreign  corporation  shall  hereafter 
be  appointed  to  act  as  e:;:cc"ator,     fidiTdnistrator,     trustee  or  guardian 
of  the  estate  of  a  ninor  or  incompetent  person^'  or  in  any  other  fidu- 
ciary capacity  except  in  the  capacity  of  testanontary  trustees." 

Mar-^land  -  Res.  No.  16,  Continuation  of  Study  by  Land  Laws  Com- 
rission  [S,-] 10).  The  La.nd  Lavfs  CoTiirdssj.oii  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
erncr,  pursuant  to  nia.ndates  of  the  General  ^^sser.bly  in  1935,  and  1937, 
is  continued.  L  report  on  all  subjects  considered  is  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Governor  not  later  thrn  December  31,  1940;  and  it  is  suggest- 
ed tha.t  drafts  of  bills  in  conf orrrity  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
Commission  be  included. 
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Erosion  Control 

Kansas  -  Ch.  158,  Incorporation    of    Associations  for  Erosion 
Control  (H.B,  45).    Private  non-profit  corporations  nay  be  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  or  aiding  in  the  prevention  of  soil  erosion. 
Such  corporations  are  empowered    to    lease    or    othenf'.dso  Oicquire  the 
management    or    control  of  land  subject    to    erosion,  and  may  cultivate 
it  in  any  manner;  but  they  are  fcrbidden    to    engage  in  general  fa.rm— 
ing,     or  to  produce  any  grain  or  forage  crops  for  marketing  purposes. 

Oklahoma  -  Ch,  38,  Art.  8,  Abatement  of  Wind  Erosion  Hazard  . 
(S.'^.  218).  A  County  Wind  Erosion  Control  CcLi-miittee  or  ajiy  individ- 
ual living  within  one-half  mile  cf  any  tract  of  land  constituting  a 
TfVind  erosion  hazp.rd  and  nuisance  may  file  .a  complaint  vcLth  the  Board 
of  County  Corimis  si  oners.  Thereupon  the  Board  v.lll  send  a  registered 
letter  te  the  last  knorm  ovmer  and  occupant  f  the  land  indicating  a 
date  when  a  hearing  mil  be  held.  If  the  Board  finds  the  allegations 
of  the  complaint  to  be  true,  it  :iry  hire  some  porson  to  prepare  the 
land  and  plant  it  to  sudan  grass  or  cane,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
apprc>ved  by  the  county  agent.  The  cost  of  the  -rork  is  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  "County  Erosion  Fund."  (The  Cc  unty  Ej,osion  Fund  is  derived 
from  a  State  tax  on  farm  tract'. rs—Lav/s  of  1937,  Ch.  50,  Art.  9)» 
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0 klg.hor.a  -  Ch.  38,  krt,  9,  V/ind  Erosion  Control  Lav/  (H.B. 
359).    Minor  chai.geii  are  made  in  the  law  enacted  in  IP 37  (Ch,  58, 
Art,  5^  Sec,  6), 

Oklahoma  -  Ch.  35,  Art.  8,  Soil  Erosion  Control  (H.B.  457). 
Mnor  changes  are  mrde  in  the  law  enacted  in  1937  (Ch.  35 ^  Art,  5, 
Sections  Z  and  3). 

■  3/ 
Forestry 

Alabama  -  Gov's.  No.  492,  Forest  Protection  (S,  B.  347). 
Yfilful,  malicious  or  w.i.nton  neg;ligence  in  the  setting  of  fire  on 
the  lands  of  another  or  al].oivi.ng  fire  to  escape  from    ones  own 
land  to  that  of  another,  is  made  punishable  as  a  misdemeanor  by 
both  fine  and  imprisonment.     Simila.r  punisiiment  is  provided  for 
the  violation  of  otner  general  standards  for  clearing  surround- 
ing forests  and  T.'ooClands  before  setting  fires  and  obtaining  per- 
ra.its-frem  the  Department  of  Conservation  for  fires  set  within  any 
area  which  has  been  olaced  under  organized  fire  protection. 

J  ires  burning  uncontrolled  on  forest,  cut-over,  brush  or 
grass  lands,  are  declared  to  be  a  pablic  nuisance  and  may  be 
suppressed  as  such,  costs  of  suppression  to  be  charged  to'  '  the 
person  responsible  for  str.rting  tho  fire. 

Alabama  -  G'-v's.  No.  56c,  Countj'  Forest  Protection  (H.B. 
620),     If  s  majority  oi  the  freeholders  in  a  county  so  pt,tition 
the  county  governing  body,  a  special  annual  tax  of  not  over  4^ 
per  acre  on  the  forested  acreage  of  the  county  may  be  levied  for 
the  purpose  -of  carr^-ing  on  forest  protection  work  in  cooperation 
vrith  the  Statu, 

Florida  -  Ch.  19274,  Everglades  Fire  Control  District  (H.B. 
251).    Tho  Everglades  Fire  Control  District  is  created    for  the 
purposes  of  crrrjn-ng  on  fire  protection  and  fire  control  Yiork  Yri.th- 
in  the  Evei-glf.des  Drainage  District.    Tho  members  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  fir^  control  district  are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  one  from  each  of  the  11  counties  within  its  bounda- 
ries.   The  Commissioners  appoint  the  Chief  Fire  Warden  and  are  re- 
sponsible for  both  fire  prevention  and  fire  suppression  measures 
undertaken  in  the  District, 

The  State  is  supposed  to  E.ppropriate  ;b75,000  annually  to 
support  the  district's  activities. 

Maine  -  Ch.  224,  Constraction  and  maintenance  of  Forest 
Trails  and  Roads.      To  the  previously  delineated  duties  of  the 


3/    See  also  GOVERNLIEI'T  OrGAJdZATTON. 
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Forest  Commissioner  in  connection  with  the  prevention,  control,  and 
extinguishment  of  fires,  there    is    added  the  duty    of  constructing 
and  mrdntaining  trails  and  roads  on  his  own  account,  and  especially 
of  maintaining  forest  truck  trails  constructed  by  Federal  agencies. 

Michigan  -  Public  Act  241,  Commercial  Forest  Reserves.  (S.B. 
90),    Thri  corraTicrcial  forest  reserve  law,  enacted  in  1925  (Act  No.  94), 
is  amended  so  a.s  to     (l)    better  define  th'..  classification  cf  commer- 
cial fcrcst  reserves;     (2)  allow  mthdrawal  of  land  from  the  reserve 
upon  payment  of  3,;*  per  acre  for  each  year  that  it  has  been  registered 
plus  a  graduated  cho.rge  cn  the  stumpage  vaiue  of  gromng  merchantable 
timber;  (3)  change  the  25  per  cent  yield  tax  to  e,  sliding  scale  charge 
calculated  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  years  in  the  grcAving  peri- 
od; and  (4)  accord  yield  tax  exemption  tc  forest  material  cut  for  do- 
mestic use  or  used  in  harvesting  forest  crops. 

Minnesota  -  Ch.  418,  Interim  forestry  Commission  (S.  F.  1421). 

Establishes  an  interim  Legislative  Commission  tc  consist  of  3  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  aopcinted  by  the  Speaker,  3  members 
cf  the  Senate  appointed  by  its  President,  and  the  Cr^rnmissicner  of 
Conservation,  The  duties  01  the  ComjTdssion  arc  to  study  and  investi- 
gate forest  fire  protection,  windbreaks  and  shelter  belts,  forest 
taxation.  State  aids  for  long-time  comprehensive  f'^restry  programs, 
and  other  ma.tters  pertinent  to  the  development  cf  an  adequa.te  State- 
Td.de  forestry  policy.  A  report  of  these  investigations  is  to  be  made 
at  the  opening  f^f  the  next  regular  session  '--f  the  Legislature. 

lu-ssouri  -  Pa--e  347,  Setting  Fir^  tc  liTr.rds  (H.^.  190).  mi- 
fully  setting  fire  to  any  "lands,  fields,  crrps,  woods,  m£-.rshcs,  or 
prairies"  belonging  tr  another,  is  made  a  riisdemeanor.  The  replaced 
statute  (Ch,  30,  sec.  4162,  Tic,  Stat,  Ann.)  had  been  limited  to 
"w-jods,  marshes,  or  prairies."  "filfull^r  permitting  fire  tc  oass  frc^m 
one's  oYiri  lands  to  those  cf  another;  carelessness  in  handling  lighted 
matches  or  other  burning  articles  resulting  in  fire  dcmage;  and  aban- 
doning fires  started  on  the  land  of  another;  aru  all  subject  to  pun- 
ishment as  misdemeanors,  vi'hilo  the  crime  is  thus  more  comprehensive- 
ly defined,  the  punishment  is  reduced  to  a  fine  of  jlOO  or  imprison- 
ment for  6  months. 

Nebraska  -  Ch.  38,  Rural  Fire  Prctection  Districts  (L.B.  336). 
A  majority  of  the  olectfrs  ci  -any  district,  n'-.ighborh~'cd,  or  commu- 
nity, equivalent  in  o.rea  t^-  one'  to-i'\niship  or  mere  and  lying  outside 
the  boundaries  of  incorpora.ted  cities  and  to'CTis,  rxc  auth.'^rized  to 
form  rural  fire  protection  districts.  The  Cr^mty  Clerk,  upc n  receipt 
of  a  sufficient  petiticn,  calls  rn  organization  m'^cting,  the  time  and 
place  ^f  which  are  to  be  "dvbrtised  in  a  newsioapcr  of  general  circula- 
tion. At  the  meeting  a  President,  '"ice-Prosiclent,  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  a  Boai'd  r,f  Direct'^rs  consistinrO  of  5  members,  are  to  be  elected. 
The  meeting  als^  determines    a    generrl  fire  rirotecticn  policy'"  for  the 
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district,  oithor  by  a  arjcrity  ^Tte  or  by  delegatim  of  auth- 
ority tr  the  T^oard  of  Directors,  A  tax  not  to  exceed  one- 
half  mill  na;/  be  levied  to  carry  out  the  pro  gran.  Coopers.- 
tion  mth  ether  rural  fire  protection  districts  is  authorized, 
as  well  as  c^ntrr.cts  for  the  fire  protection  service  of  in- 
corpi  ratt  d  cities  or  tovms. 

NeiY  Kanp s hi r e  -  Ch.  129,     Preventir n    of    Forest  Fires,' 
The  State  i'orester  r.nd  those  s.ppointed    to    act    for    him  may, 
mth  the  approval  of  the  Governor  and  Countil,  lawfully  enter 
upon  privately  ovmed  land    for    the  purpose    of    disposing  of 
brush  and  other  inflaninr.ble  na.terials  vjhich  constitute  a  fire 
hazard.      The  effective  period  of  this  act,  is  limited  to  July 
1,  1941. 

New  He^cic"-  -  Ch.  141,  Protection  of  Public  and  Private 
Forests  (S.E.  146).  ^ycne  cutting  "saw  timber  species"  from 
la.nd  within  the  State  must  observe  the  following  regulations: 
(l)  All  reasonable  precautir.n  to.  prevent  and  suppress  fires 
must  be  taken.  (?:)  In  felling  trees,  skidding  and  transport- 
ing logs,  protection  miast  be  given  young  trees..  (3)  All  trees 
less  than  12  inches  in  .diameter  at  a  point  4-|-  feet  above 
ground  must  be  left  standing  and  two  17-inch  seed  trees  per 
acre  must  be  left.  Trees  between  5  inches  and  12  inches  in 
diameter  may  be  used  for  n.'^n-lumbor  manuf a.cturing  purposes, 
however,  if  four  seed:  trees  are  left  per  acre,  (4)  Fire 
lines  nmst  be  constructed  by  piling  and  burning  slash  for  50 
feet  on  each  side  of  main  hauling  roads. 

Administration  ''f  these,  regulations  is  delegated  to  the 
Co'Amissioner  of  Public  Lands.  Enforcement  is  t'^  be  by  in- 
spection and  by  criminal  prosecution  f'-r  x^iolation  (>>200  fine 
or  6  months  in  the  Co'unty  Jail),  Jail  sentences  imposed  for 
violations  ccmmitted  by  a  firm,  association  or  corporation, 
are  to  be  served  by  the  officer  or  agent  resprnsiblc, 

Co'-perative  agreem.ents  between  the  State  and  Federal 
gcvernments  are  auth^'rized  in  order  to  carry  "~ut  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Act. 

New  York  —  Ch.  96,  Forest  Fire  Protection.  The  conser- 
vation lav.'s  are  amended  by  givinc;  the  Governor  a.dditional 
powers  C'Ver  the  closing  c  f  land  to  entry  during  periods  of 
exceptiona.l  fii^e  hazard.  His  pro  claria.tion  m^r.y  now  include 
not  only  forest  and  woodlands,  but  opjen  Irjids  as  wellj  and  he 
may  suspend  a,ny  open  season  for  fishing  or  hunting. 

North  Carolina  -  Ch,  317,  Promotion  of  Forestry  (S.B. 
161).  The  Division  of  Forestry,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the 
State's  forest  resources,     is  reqaired  to  in.augurate  a  policy 
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of  cooperation  mth  private  sntl  Dublic  forest  owaers,  involving  the 
follovfins  points:  (l)  extension  of  fire  protection  to  all  counties 
hairing  a  need  for  it;  (S)  coopei'ation  vnlth  Federal  reforestation 
projects;  (5)  suppl^/ing  trained  f'orest  managers  to  advise  forest 
landovmers  on  all  phases  of  silvaculture;  (4)  distribution  of  lit- 
erature; and  (S)  maintenance  of  small  demonstration  forests  at  var- 
ious points  in  the  State. 

North  Carolina  -  Oh,  341,  Tree  Seedlings  for  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Districts  (S.  P.  434),      Repeals  the  requirement  that  forest 
tree  seedlings  for  soil  conser">'"£tion  districts  be  obtained  from  the 
State  Forest  Nursery, 

Oregon  -  Ch.  347,  Fural  Fire  I-rotection  Districts  (H.B.  307), 
Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  title  holders  of  lands  not  including 
timber  lands  within  a  given  area  outside  incorporated  territory  may 
petition  the  county  for  the  establishment  of  a  rural  fire  protec- 
tion district,  I'lfhen  created^  these  districts  have  the  usual  pow- 
ers of  ad  hoc  districts  in  the  performance  of  their  function  of 
fire  protection,  including  the  power  to  contract  vath  other  fire 
protection  agencies  for  equipment.  A  previous  rurpJ.  fire  district 
law  is  repealed. 

South  Carolina  -  Chs,  102,  144  and  310,  Forest  Fire  Control 
Organizations,  The  Forest  Fire  Control  Organization  Enablin:;  Act 
for  York  County,  passed  in  1938  (Act  No.  798)  is  repealed,  and  new 
Acts  are  adopted  to  permit  Harlboro  and  Orangeburg  counties  to  en- 
gage in  forest  fire  'control  work.  In  both  o;  th::  new  Acts  rrovis- 
ion  is  made  for  tho  appointment  of  a  county  Forestry  Board  consist- 
ing of  a  State  forester  (or  a  mer.iber  of  the  State  Forest  Service), 
a  member  of  the  Count^-^  Delegation,  the  county  farm  demonstration 
ag_nt  and  4  m.ombers  elected  by  the  County  Delegation,  one  of  whom 
is  to  bo  r  lumberma.n,  one  a  landoY/ning  farmer  and  the  other  two  to 
be  selected  from,  the  ccuntA?'  at  large.  Fire  wardens,  patrolm.Dn  and 
towermen  are  ai'^nointed  by  the  Board,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
forest  land  area  ""dthin  the  county  are  defined  by  it.  No  limita- 
tion is  placed  upon  owners  of  forest  land  as  to  burning  o""er  their 
own  Ir.nd,  so  long  as  the  fire  is  not  allowed  to  spread  to  land  of 
another, 

Tennessee  -  Ch,  213,     Forest  Fire  Prevention    (^i.  R.  1198). 

Setting  fire  to  any  for-.st  in  the  State  is  made  a  criminal  offense, 
punishable    by    imprisonment  in  the  State  penitentiary  from  one  to 
five  years. 

The  State  highv/aj^  patrolman  and  county  sheriffs  are  empower- 
ed to  summion  a  sufficient  nuraber  cf  mon  betwe',-n  the  ages  of  18  and 
30  to  control  any  forest  fii'o  vrhich    may    be^    burning  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions.    Failure  to  comply  rn.th  this  summons  con- 
stitutes a  misdemeanor. 
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Texas  -  Fire  Protection  Agreements  (H,B.  468).  Commis- 
sioners' Cc^jrts  in  counties  having  more  than  ?.0,000  .irJaabitahts- 
and-.  a.    property  valuation  in  excess    of    *100,000,000  may  make 
agreements  vvath  the  governing  bodies  of  municipalities  tnerein 
for  the  pu.rpose  of  furnishing  fire  protection  outside  incorpor- 
ated areas.  ■     ,.  ' 

.   Texrs  -  Forest  Fire  Protection  (S.B,  102).    It  is  made  a 
mi:sdem.oan''^r  to  set  fire  to  woods,  fences,   grass  or  riabbish,  on 
the  land  of  another,  or  to,  commit  ■■rilful  and  m^alicious  incend- 
iarism.     The    punishment  is  particularly  heavy  in  the  case  of 
damr.ge  to  a  turpentine-producing  pine,  forest,  ,  ' 

Vermont  —  Temp.  No-  54,  Burning  Permits.    Establishes  a 
closed  season  between  April;  1,  arid  June  15,  and  between  August 
15  s.nd  Oct!  ber  31.     During  this  season,  anyone  kindling  a  fire 
in  the,  open  air  outside,  .the  limits,  cf  a  city    or    village  fire 
district,     for  the  purposed!  burning  brusl;,    weeds,     grass  or 
rubbish,  must  first  obt.ain  .-a.    permit.    Permission  need  not  be 
obtained  fr^r. kindling  a  fire  in  a  plowed  field,  garden,  public 
highvvray  or  railroad  right-of-way,     if    not    less  than  2.00  feet 
from  any  w^-odland,   timberland  or  fi'dd  of  dry  grsss.     The  State 
Forester  may  sirspend  the  operation  of  this  Act  ■  Y^jhe never  he  deems 
that  the  public  safety  dees  not  require  such  precp.utionary  meas- 
ures. 

:  Washington  ■»  Ch.  150,  Sustained  Yield  Units  (S.B.  456), 
The  State  Forest  Board,  •  with  regard  tt-  Forest  Bcr.rd  lands,  and 
the  Comsiissionrr  of  Public  Lands,  v.dth  regard  tc.  State  gra,nted 
lands,  are  autho'rized  to.  enter  into  cooperative  agreements,  with 
the  United  States  Sovernmiont  and  with  private  owners  of.  timber 
land,  providing  for  cr^rrdinated  sustained  yield  .f^-'rest  manage- 
ment, units,  including  cutting  methrds  ?xid  silvacultural  prac- 
tices. 

l/'fcshington  -  Ch..^34,  Fire  Protection  Districts  (H,3,  81). 
Fire,  nrotecti^n  districts  may  be  established  in  areas  n^^t  con- 
taining Ic-nd  reouired    to    pay    forest  protection  assessments; 
These  have  the  status  of  political  subdivisions,  with  power  to 
lo^ry  and  collect  taxes.      The  process  of  forming  a  district  is 
begun  by  the  fj.ling  of    a    petition  signed  by  n^'t  less  than  15 
per  cent  of  the  registered  electors  resident  ivj.thin  the  propos— ■ 
ed  boundaries,  and  filed  v/lth  the  county  Aaditor.    A  hearing  is 
then  held  by  tho    card  of  Ccunty  Goinmissioncrs.    If  the  hearing 
concludes  favorablj^,  the  Boai'd  fixes  the  b^-undaries  c^f  the  pro- 
posed district,     n'mdnat^js    5    candidates  for  Fire  Commissioner 
and  submits  the  question  of  es uablishment    to    the    voters  at  a 
special  election.      A  tv.ro-thir-ds  veto  is  necessary  to  carry  the 
proposition. 
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An  established  district  is  authorized  tc  acquire'  any  neces- 
sary interest  in  real  and  personal  property,  tr  provide  and  oper- 
ate lire-lighting  equipment,  and  to  create  rural  inipro'vement  dis- 
tricts. 

Yfest  Virf-inia  -  Ch.  54,  Forest  Fire  Seasons  (3,B.  204).  As 
a  part  of  an  extensive  revision  ci  the  conservation  Ioms  (Gh.  ZO, 
W.Va.  Code)  the  follcv.dng  nevr  provisirns  are  added  tc  the  State 
Forest  fire  control  regulations:  (l)  The  period  betv;een  llr.rch  20 
and  May  20  and  the  period  betvreen  October  15  and  December  15  are 
designated  as  forest  fire  seasons.  (2)  During  the  fire  seasc^ns 
perrlts  nust  be  obtained  for  setting  fire  to  forest  land  and  for 
grass,  stubble,  brush,  or  slash  when  located  vrithin  300  feet  of 
forest  Icand.  (?)  Persons  i/ho.  in  the  course  of  cleariiig  property 
of  bmish,  undergrovrbh,  etc.,  use  incendiary  means  on  the  property 
of  anr^ther,  '-r  v/h^  for  any  purpose  mlfully  start  a  fire  on  the 
property  of  another  vdth  resulting  druiage  and  destraction,  are 
declared  to  be  guilty  of  a  felony,  (4)  The  throvdng  of  lighted 
matches,  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  other  lighted  material  on  forest 
lands,  public  highv;ays,  or  railroad  rights-of-iray,  is  prohibited 
during  the  fire  season.  (5)  The  use  of  stationary  engines  T.dth 
faulty  spark  arrestrrs  ond  ash  "p^n  equipment  is  fc-rbidden  yd  thin 
one-eighth  rd.re  of  forest  land  during  the  fire  season. 

4/ 

Soil  Conservation  Districts 


Alabama  -  Governor's  No.  147,  Nev;  Act  (S.  B.  56).  mile 
following  the  "Standard  Act"  rather  closely,  important  variations 
to  be  noted  'include  the  follcvdng:  (1)  Supervisors  are  all  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  Cornridttee,  (2)  Only  ov/ners  mr.y  sign  the 
petition  for  organizing  a  district.  (3)  Adoption  of  land  use 
regulations  mast  be  by  four-fifths  of  those  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion. (4)  Ko  provision  is  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of 
Adjustm.ent.  (5)  Only  civil  damages  are  imposed  in  case  of  vio- 
lation of  an  ordinance.  (5)  Petitions  for  disorganizing  a  dis- 
trict '.'Cir  be  entertained  after  3  years  instead  of  5. 

California  -  Ch.  312,  Amendment  (>-.B.  1569).  The  1938  Act 
(Ch.  7,  Extra  Session)  is  pjaended  bv;  (l)  requiring  th^-^t  25  per 
cent  of  th'j  r-Tmcrs  of  25  per  cent  of  the  land,  -^r  as  an  alterna- 
rive,  500  rrTiers  ov.Tiing  not  less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  lo.nd, 
sign  the  org-nizati.-^n    petiticin  instead  of  a  mr.jority  of  the  07m- 


4/  Except  as  noted  f ■■  r  -ach  State,  the  n.,-:7  Soil  Conscr\'-ati;-n  En- 
abling Acts  listed  belovr  are  sirdlar  to  the  "Standard  Soil 
Conscr^'-ation  Districts  LaT.'-"proparcd  by  tho  USDA  in  1936  (Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  nashinct'  n,  D.C.).  This  ln^' i.\,^as  di- 
gested in  Bulletin  29,  p.  49a, 


(Soil  Gens.  Dist.  cont,) 
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ers  of  a  r.iaj-:^rity  of  the-  Ir.nd;  (2)authorizing  the  adoption  and 
enforcement  cf  land  use  rep-ulo.tions;  (3)  providing  that  only 
landoiTOcrs  may  veto  in  an  elijction  to  authorize  a  special  as- 
sessment or  tc  apprcve  a  land  use  regulation;  (4)  shortening 
sc;movvtiat  the  time  v/ithin  -;ifhich  appeals  may  be  filed  and  heard 
by  the  Supreme  Court;  and  (5)changing  in  seme  measure  the  pen- 
alties f .  r  violation  of  the  lav;  fjid  the  procedure  for  adding 
nev."-  land  to  a  district. 

Colorado  -  Ch.  160,  Ai?.endment  (S.B.  .160).    The  1937  Law 
(Ch.,  241)    is  amended  so    as    to  require  that  tajces  or  assess- 
ments be  apprcived    by    a    ria-jority  vote  of  the  resident  land— 
0Y-.rners  of  the  district,  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting, 

Florida  -  Ch.  19473,  i-unondment  (K.  B.  976).  The  State 
Committee  provided  frr  in  the  1957  Law  (Ch.  18144)  is  abolish- 
ed, fi-nd  its  duties  are  transferred  to  the  State  Board  of  Con- 
trol (A  5-man  Board  in  charge  of  State  institutions,  including 
the  University  cf  Florida).  Fu.rther  anendments  include:  (l) Re- 
quirement that  all  district  Supervisors  be  elected  —  any  5  of 
the  original  petiti^'iners  performing  temporarily  the  functions 
cf  the  2  members  formerly  appointed  by  the  State  Corjiiittee,  (2) 
Requirement  that  the  Supor^/isors  themselves  serve  as  an  ex  of- 
ficio Board  of  Adjustment  rather  than  having  them  appoint  a 
separate  Bnard.  (3)  Dis^^rganization  requires  the  approval  of 
at  least  two-thirds  ef  the  qualified  voters    of    the  district. 

Idaho  -  Ch.  200,  Mew  Act  (S.B.  136).  Follows  the  "Stan- 
dard Act"  very  closely,  except  that  sections  relating  to  the 
adoption  and  enforceriont  of  land  use  regulations  are  omitted 
and  that  only  owners  ma3^  sign  the  organizati'-n  petition.  .  - 

Illinois  -  Page  S3,  /amendment  (S.B.  3'B).  The  1937  Law 
is  amended  so  that  the  State  Board  n^-w  bears  all  expenses  en- 
tailed by  the  issuance  of  notices  and  the  conducting  of  hear- 
ings and  referenda  on  the  establishment  of  a  district. 

Iowa  -  Ch.  92,  Now  Act  (S.B.  186).      Follows  "Standard 
Act"  on  essential  features,  except  that:     (l)  Only  landovmers 
may  sign  the  organizing  petition  (must  be  at  least  20  per  cent 
of  the  ovmers).     (2)  A  district  may  be  established  only  if  fa- 
vored by  65  per  cent  of  the  oimers  voting  in  'the  referenduia. 
(3)  Three  supervisors  are  regularly  elected  from  among  legal 
residents  of  the  district  to  serve  for  a  tera  cf  6  years.  (4) 
The  two  State  Commdttee  aopointees  continue  in  office  only 
until  the  3  rcgul.ar  supervisors  are  elected.     (5)  The  State 
Coniiiittee  hns  discretionary  ruthority  to  select  a  successor  to 
an  elected  supei'visor  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,,     (6)  No  pro- 
vision is  made  for  adopting  and  enforcing  land  use  regulations. 


(S^il  Cnns.  Dis»  cent.) 
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:ion-br.nr.  -  Ch.  72,  New  Act  (H.F.  126).  This  ..ct  differs  es- 
sontir.lly  iror.i  the  "Standard  Act"  onl;;-  in  thr.t:  (1)  ■T^w  fr.rner 
members  are  to  be  apprinted  tc-  the  State  Ccr~iittee,  (2)  Qr\lj  10 
occupiers  of  land  need  sign  tl-.e  petiti':n  for  rrganizing-  or  dis- 
organizing a  district,  (o)  Sixty-five  per  cent  of  thu  votes  cast 
must  favor  '■•rg-anizati^n,  and  the  s^ine  percentage  applies  ref- 
erenda on  land  us.,;  r'.";gulr  tions.  (4)  xi.ll  5  Sup'.rvisors  arc  el- 
ective except  that  the  2  State  Cova'-dttee  temporary  appointees 
ser^rc  for  tenis  cf  one  and  two  years  respectively. 

New  Moy-ico  -"  Ch.  1G5,  iXLendPLent  (S.B.  92).  .'.r^onda  tho  1957 
Law  (Ch.  219)    by    reqair.ing  that    the    State  CcRmittee  determine 
what  part  of  each  district  is  ra,nge  land,  and  ^.rhat  part  farm  land, 
Tvfo  cf  the  3  elected  Supei'^risors  are  nc.med  by  the  ovmers  of  land 
in  that  zone  ("rejige  land"  or  "farm  land")  containing  the  larger 
proportion  of  the  total  nunibcr  of  IcJidcvmers,     and    the    other  by 
the  landovmers  of  the  other  zone.      Lrrid  use  regulations  rust  be 
sepa.rately  submitted  for  each  zone,  and  the  landcvmers  will  vote 
only  on  these  regalations  applicable  to  their  zone.    Tho  patiti'-n 
for  organization  miist  be  signed  by  land  o"wners. 

North  Dakota  -  '3h.  6,  /j-.endmont  (S.-.  89).  Section  6  of 
the  1957  Low  is  amended  so  as  to  provide  an  election  procedure 
for  choosing  the  5  elective  Supervisors  (c.lc  form  stated  only 
that  3  Supervisors  vrere  tt  be  elected  from  rjaong  land  occupiers)* 
Section  8  is  amended  so  r-s  t^  require  that  land  use  r regulations 
be  aDprcvcd  by  three-fourths  of  the  v^tos  cast  in  the  referendum.. 
Finally,  the  section  r-n  enforcement  of  land  use  regulations  is 
atnended  by  deleting  tho  clause  vmich  made  violation  a  misdemeanor, 

Oregon  -  Ch,  555,  I.'cw  Act  (II. B.  356).    Points  of  difference 
from  th'-j  "otandard  Act"  are  briefly;     (l)  o,ny    25    oivners  of  land, 
or  the  o7mers  of  at  least  70  p'jr  cent  of  the  acreage   -f  the  pro- 
posed district  mst  sign  the  crgrjiizing  petition.     (2)  A  mr.j^rity 
of  the  londoirmers  ovming  70  p^er  cent  of  the  land,  must  v^te  favor- 
ably in  the  referendum  on  establishing  a  district.      (3)  Fcninat- 
ing  petitic^ns  for  sup-rviscrs  must  be  subscribed    by    25    or  m.ore 
CTOers  cr  tho  oivners  of  more  than  50  per  cent    cf    the  land.  (4) 
Ovmcrs  of  a  ^ria.j-'rity  of  land  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  election 
of  Supervisors,     (5)    Three-fourths  of  the  majority  of  votes  cast 
representing  tTfo-thirds    of    the    land  must  favor  the  adoption  of 
land  use  regulations,     (6)  Nc  land  use  regulation  ceii  be  adopted 
Yfithout  the  y.Titten  approval  of  th..  Stpte  Comjnittoe. 

Pen-nsylvania  -  :.ct  Fo.  566,  ijaendm.unt.  The  1937  Act  (P.L. 
2724)  is  or.icnded  so  ss  to  require  that  petiti'ners  f'r  the  forma- 
tion of  a  district  be  "c-sAmers"  instead  of  "occupiers"  m-orely,  as 
formerly.  The  amendments  rdso  provide  that  crily  owners  are  eli- 
gible tr  vote  in  a  referendu:n;  ;ind  that  65  p^r  cent  cf  the  vctcs 


(Sril  Cons.  Dist.  crTit.) 


ca,st,  insto^'L^^  of  r.  bn,re  r,o.y~rltj,  is  necosSc?.ry  tc  decide  qaes— 
tinni  '       ■        ,  [ 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  197,  Nev/  Act  (H,  B.  906).      The  State  Cor.>- 
Tiiittee  io  tc  be  conposed  of  5  ex  officio  nombers    and    3  famer 
nenb:rs  (one-  .  f  vj-h^^::i  -vdll  be  chairman),  representing  5  geographi- 
cal districts  of  the  State,    No  provision  is  inadc  f.-^r  the  creation 
of  a  Board  cf  Ldjustnent.      Only  landovmers  nay  sign  the  <^rganiza— 
ti'^n  petition  or  vc;to-  in  the  ref erenduni  on  the  qucsti-'-h  adopting 
land  use  regulation^.,  and  tyr -thirds  of  the  votes  cast  raist  be  fav- 
orable for  the  question  to  be  carried. 

Texas  -  Nevv  Act  (S.B,  20).  The  process  of  selecting  the  5 
elective  members  of  the  State  Goririitteo  begins  mth  a  ccnventicn 
of  landoimers  in  e?.ch  precinct  of  each  crunt;/  —  to  be  cG.lled  by 
the  County  CoiTU-.iLssioners  Court,  Those  conventions  elect  niei:Tbers 
of  a  County  Soil  Conservation  Advisory  Ccrrunittee.  That  Connittee 
chooses  delegates  to  c-ne  of  5  "St?.te  District  Conservation  Con- 
ventions" and  each  convention  elects  one  nieLl>er  of  the  State 
Comjrdttee  (counties  in  each  of  the  5  districts  .are  listed  in  the 
Act),  jji  additiono.l  group  of  5  advisory  nenbers,  including  the 
State  Coordinator  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  is  desig- 
nated. 

A  linitf.tion  of  3000  square  .r.iiles  is  pl?.ced  ^n  the  area  to 
be  included  in  a  district.  Only  landoi/vners  nis.y  sign  the  orgr.ni- 
zation  petition  (e.nj  50  or  a  Lir.,jority  cf  cv/ners  must  sign)  or 
vr'te  in  the  referend.a.  Referenda  are  carried  only  if  tv/o -thirds 
of  the  V 'tes  cast,  in  the  case  of  organization,  and  nine-tenths 
in  the  case  of  a  land  use  regulation,  are  favorable.  The  gener- 
al election  laws  of  the  State  nust  bv_  f'  llovred  in  electing  Super- 
visrrs.  . 

Verraont  -  Terp.  No.  ZOZ,  New  Act.  Most  of  the  ririn  fea- 
tures of  the  "Sto.ndard  Act"  ?.re  preserved  in  somev/hat  abbrevi- 
ated forr.i.  Only  ov.Tiers  of  land  ma.y  vote  in  the  referenda,  al— 
thrugh  an  o-Aner  iTiay  designate  a  proxy,  and  a  sinple  iDa.iorit^r  is 
sufficient  to  carry  the  pre  position  for  organizing  a  district. 
The  ilct  contains  ni  inconplete  o)rovision  for  consideration  of 
land  use  regulations,  but  authoritjr  for  the  district  Surervisors 
to  enact  and  erxlVrce  then  has  apparently  been  omitted, 

Washington  -  Ch,  187,  New  Act  (S.  B,  343).  Thorc  are  2 
farmer  neabers  cn  the  State  Corpi/.ittee  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
Only  landov/ners  nay  sign  the  '^rgonizatir  n  petition  or  vote  in 
the  referenda  or  at  the  election  cf  3upcrvis'.~rs.  Only  a  simple 
majority  of  votes  cast  need  be  favorable  to  the  proposition  of 
organizing  a  district,  but  two-thirds  must  aT-^prove  the  adoption 
cf  land  use  rer ulations.  Fifteen  sign::;rs  of  a  petition  to  dis- 
organize is  sufficient. 


(Scil  Ccns.  Bist*  cent*) 


ITcst  Virginia  -  Ch.  5,  Eevf  .'.ct  (S..B.  199).  Ofily  landoTmcrs  ■ 
sign  tho  organizatirn  petition  or  ^n-to  in  referenda..  In  order  to 
be  approved,  60  per  cent  of  those  voting  mst  favor  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  district,  cr.  the  adoption  of  a  lond  use  regulation.  No 
land  use  regulation  na.y  bo  adopted  vrithout  the  approval  of  the 
State  Corinittee,  Disorganization  proceedings  my  be  initiated 
after  3  years,  ,  , 

Wisconsin  -  Ch.  3E3^  .'jaendnent  (i'..B.  862).  The  1937  Lav/  is 
amended  in  sach  a  v/ay  as  to  co.use  all  future  soil  conservation 
districts  to  be  composed  of  single  co^unties.  The  members  of  the 
"Special  Committee  on  Agriculture", cre?.t3d  pursuant  to  a  previous 
enactment  to  assist  county  agricultural  agents  (see  Sec.  5987), 
are  ex  officio  the  district  s^apervisors.  "Land  ■.■■ccupiors"  are  so 
defined  as  to  exclude  comiiion  tenants  from  voting  in  the  various 
referenda.  Districts  are  tc;  be  created,  not  by  actirn  of  the 
State  Comittoe  pursuant  to  petition,  hearing  r.nd  r ef orenduji:,  but 
simply  by  Cf  unty  Boards  cf  Supervisors,  County  Boc.rds  mr.y-  like- 
wise (aft'jr  S'yuars).  discontinue  a  district  upon  a  deterrrdnation 
(after  hearings,  petitions,  referenda  or  othci'Tfd.se)  that  "a  sub- 
stantie.l  prcpcrticn"  of  rural  land  occupiers,  so  desire,  '  Land 
use  regulation  ordinance s.  ma.y  be  drafted  hy  the  district  Super- 
visors and  adopted  by  the  County  Boardj  adoption  being  condition- 
ed upon  approval  by  two-thirds  of  the  land  occupiers  in  the  af- 
fected area  o.s  shown  hj  a  ref crend"'am. 

Mi  s  c  e  ll.ane  ou  s 

Arkansas  -  Act  T"o.  105,  Creation  of  an  Oil  rnd  Gas  Commis- 
sion (3.B,  ?,6).  Oil  and  Gas  ComiiiLssion  of  7  meml)ers  is  creG.t- 
ed  to  prevent  waste  and  to  foster,  encourage,  and  provide  conser- 
vation of  .  crude  oil  and  natural  g^.s.  The  Comrdssion  can  make 
rules,  regulations,  o.nd  orders  fcr  the  purpose -of :  (l)  requiring 
that  the  drilling,  casing,  cnO  plugging  cf  vrells  be  done  in  such 
a  way  as  to  prevent  esccope  of  oil  and  gas  from,  one  stratum  to 
oth:.r;.  (2)  requiring  the  making  of  reports  shomng  the  location 
of  oil  and  gas  wells j  (3)  preventing  the  dro'vning  by  Y/ater  of  any 
stratum  capable  of  producing  oil  or  gas  in  pairing  quantities 3  (4) 
requiring  the  operation  01  vrells  wj.th  efficient  gas-oil  ratios; 
(5)  preventing  "blow  outs,"  "caving,"  and  "seepage;"  (6)  prevent- 
ing fires;  ,7)  identifying  QYmership  of  wells  and  refineries;  (8) 
regulating  th-u  "shooting,"  perforating,  and  chemical  treatment  of 
wells;  (9)  regulatino  secondary  m-^thods;  (10)  lirdting  or  ;^r orat- 
ing product j". on;  (11)  .requiring  certificates  of  cleo.rance  for 
trcjisportation  of  oil  or  gas;  (12)  regulating  tho  s^acing  of 
wells;  (13)  preventing  reasc nobly  avoidable  drainage  from  each 
developed  unit  which  is  not  equalized  by  counter  drainage. 

^^43,000  per  annum  has  been  apj  ropriatod  ^f  or  the  use  of  the 
CoPu.dssion  during  the  next  biennium.  (Act  No.  253), 
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Connecticut  -  Ch.  158,  Renoval  of  Brush  (H.B.  97).  Pei^sons 
are  forbidden  tc  Icavo  hruch  "dlca  for  a  poriod  of  noro  than  10 
days  v-rithin  25  feet  of  a  highvj-ay  or  100  feet  of  a  building. 
Farm  Products,  wr-od  products  for  domestic  use,  and  articles  ex- 
posed for  sole,  are  excepted,        -  -  ' 

i^Il.nne5ota  -  Ch.  130,  Clearing  Unimproved  Land  (K,  F.  841), 
In  counties  containing:  (a)  vacant  and  unimproved  land  to  the 
amount  of  34  per  cent  of  its  o.rea.;  (b)  ZOO  congressional  tovm- 
ships|  (c)  at  Icr.r^t  200,000  inhabitants,  and  (d)  an  assessed 
valuation  of  ,9270,000,000,  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  is 
authorized  to  establish  a  .■■;pl5,000  revdving  fund' to  be  used  for 
purchasing  necessary  equip.ment  and  .  deferring  other  costs  of 
clearing  and  irr roving  agricultura.1  lands.  Only,  non— delinquent  ■ 
land  belonging  to  resident-ovmer-operators  m.ay  be  cleared,  and 
then  not  to  exceed  10  acres  in  any  year, 

Ovmers  desiring    to    have  their  lan^'',  cleared  by  tho  uae-cf 
"angledozers    or    bulldozers"  make  application  to  the  county  agri- 
cultural agent.      The  county  agriculturcal  agent    and  county  audi- 
tor, guided  by  available;  land  classification    information,  deter- 
mine vrhether    the    land  is  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes,  and 
pass  the  a^pjlication    on    to    the    CC'Unty  Board  7/ith  their  recomr- 
m.endations.      The    Board  may    in    its  discretion  aprrove  or  reject 
the  application.    Cost    of    the  work  is  borne  by .the  landovmer  but 
ma-y  be  paid  over  a  4-year  period, 

IG-Sscuri  —  Page  414.,     Fencing    Land    Upon    V\fhich  Poisonous 
Crops    are    Planted  (H.B.  127),    The  State  fencing  la^vs  are  amend- 
ed so  as  to  require  that  land  planted    to    sorghum  or  other  poison- 
ous crops  be  fenced    to    prevent  injury -to  horses,  cattle  end  other 
stock.      The  Act  does  not  apply    to    counties  and  tovmships  where  a 
stock  law  has  been  adopted. 


PLaNT'JING  AIID  ZONING 


Advertising 

•Delaware  -  PiCgulation    of    Outdo'-'r  /advertising  (H.  B.  312), 
The  State  Highway  Depcurtment    is    charged    mth    the  duty  of  regu- 
lating outdoor  advertising,     and    empowered    to    prohibit  entirely 
certain  types.      Every  outdoor  advertising    device    displayed  on 
real    property  mu.st  bear    a    permit  tag  indicating  that  it  has  the 
approval    of    the  Department  rjid     that  of  the  property's  owner  or 
tenant.     Signs  used  to  identify  business  conducted  on  the  promises 
or  to  advertise  property  for  sale  cr  rent  are  excepted.  Zoning 
Boards  may  not  authorize  outdocr  rdvortising  prohibited    by  'the 
Highway  Department,  nc^r  may  the  latter  issue  permits  in  contra- 
diction of  local  zoning  regulations. 
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Flori(;ia  -  Ch,  193.S5,  Signboard  Centre!  iJ.cnq  Highways  (H.B, 
1338).  In  the  interest  of  public  safoty,  the  County  Beards  of 
counties  having  between  13,300  and  15,360  inhabitants  are  granted 
the  power  to  regulate  or  prohibit  the  erection  r.nd  maintenance  of 
signboards,  placards,  posters,  etc.,vrithin  200  feet  of  the  center 
line  of  a  public  highway. 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  83,  Control  of  Outdoor  Advertising  (H.B. 
413).  Regulation  of  outdoor  advertising  outside  the  limits  of 
incorporated  cities  is  provided  for  in  two  Ysrays;  (1)  No  one  may 
put  a  sign  on  the  property' of  ancr-ther,  vri.thout  his  vnritten  con- 
sent; (S)  if  the  witton  consent  be  given,  a  State  permit  fee  of 
50  cents  per  sign  must  be  '^aid,  and  a  prescribed  metaD.  tag  con- 
soicuously  attached.  The  I)epartment  of  Highways  end  Public  ¥orks 
is  authoi'ized  to  enforce  the  law  hy  destroying  untagged  outd.oor 
advertising  signs  along  State.  high'TCys  ^^utside  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  toY^ns  or  cities.  Tags  are  va,lid  from  July  1  ^  in  any  year 
to  the  following  Juno  30,  after  a^Aiich  they  must  be  rencvred. 

Regl  Estate  Pre  motion  • 

North  Carolina  ~  Ch.  E'74,  Liquidation    of    Rer.l  Estate  Com- 
mission (J^-.  B.  895).      The  North  Carolina  Real  Estr.te  Commssicn, 
created  for  the  purpose  of  regulating,  supervising  and  licensing 
real  estate  brokers  and  s  alesm.en  (Ch,  292,  Laws  of  1937),  is  liq-* 
uidated  in  conformity  with  a  d.ecision  of  the    State  Su-vreme  Court 
declaring  it  ■inconstitutional. 

Pennsylvania  -  Act  No.  58,  Subdivision  Control.  The  seccnd 
class  city  planning  enabling  legislation  (1927  P.L.  1011,  Section 
10)  is  ar.end:ed  by  requ-iring  the  planning  commj-ssicn,  in  formulat- 
ing subdivision  regulations,  to  take  into  consideration  existing 
buildings,  im^-^rovements,  building  lines,  streets,  highway  use  on 
abutting  streets,  and  the  effect  on  public  vrelfare. 


State  Plcnning  Boards 

New  fexico  -  Ch.  158,  State  Plcaming  Boar^  (S.B.  114).  A 

State  Planning  Poord  is  created  as  a  division  of  the  executive 
department.  Its  purpose  is  to  act  as  an  official  agency  in  con- 
ducting research,  distributing  information,  .o.nd  recommending  long- 
term  plans  for  the  conscri'-ation  and  development  of  natural,  eco- 
nomic and  hum?Ji  resources;  an''  it  is  charged  rn. th  coordinating 
all  Federal,  State,  and  private  actadties  in  this  field.  Riblic 
officials,  both  State  and  local,  are  required  tr  furnish  it  with 
such  available  inform^.tion  as  r^.y  be  necessary  tc  the  performance 
of  its  duties. 
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Its  6  menbfsrs  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  without 
regard  to  political  affiliation;  and  no  member  may  hold  any 
State  or  Federe.l  o'fice.  They  are  paid  ^.xLO  per  day^  plus  6^ 
per  mile  for  the  use  of  privf.te  cars  in  necessary  travel. 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  ZOo,  State  Planning  Board  Abolished 
(H,  E.  51).  The  1955  lav;  establiahing  a  State  Planning  Board 
(Ch,  217  -  Session  Lav/s)  is  repealed. 

Oregon  -  Ch.  551,     Abolition    of    State  Planning  Board(H.B. 
165).      Laws  relating    to    the  creation    and    functioning  of  the 
State  Plar^ning  Board  are  repealed. 

South  Dakota  -  Ch.  210,  State ' Planning  Board  Abolished 
(H.  E.  19).  The  State  Planning  Board  is  abolished  and  all  its 
records,  data,  supplies  and  eqiaiDment  are  transferred  to  the 
Secretrry  of  Agriculture. 

V;f^^oming  -  Ch.  117,     State  Planning    and    Water  Conserva- 
tion Board  (-"i.P.  13G).     The  old  Sta.te  Plan-ning  and  Water  Conser- 
vation Boards  arc  consolidated  into  a  State  Planning  and  Walter 
Conservation  Board.    The  nevj-  Board  consists  of    8    members,  of 
ivhich  the  Go'^'-ernor,  the  State  Highway  Superintendent,  the  State 
Engineer,  and  the  State  Game  and  Fish  Commissioner  are  ex  offi*^ 
cio.     The  remaining  4  are  appointed  by  thu  Governor  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  one  from  each  of  the  4  wat^a-  divisions 
of  the  State,    Sub,T;  cts  Y.hich  the  Board  msj  consider  in  its  in- 
vestigations and  planning  include:     (a)  surface,  sub-surface, 
and  other  water  uses;   (b)  transportation;   (c)  propagation  and 
protection  of  game  and  fish;   (d)  lar.d  classification;   (u)  min- 
eral resources;   (f )  education,  health,  and  fuel  service,  and 
(g)  improvement  and  economy  of  public  services. 

Unincorporated  Areas 

Colorad o  -  Ch.  92,  County  Planning  and  Zoning  (S.B.  278). 
Boards  of  County  Commissioners  in  all  counties  of  the  State  are 
authorized  to  plan  and  zone  unincorporated  territory  as  vrell  as 
to  cooperate  I'dth  the  governing  bodies  of  municipalities  and  of 
other  counties  in  carrying  out  regional  pl?.nning  .rnd  zoning 
work. 

The  preparation  of  a  m?  st-er  plan  is  authorized,  on  a  coun- 
ty or  regional  ''"•r-sis,  to  include  "the  general  location,  charac- 
ter and  extent  of  streets  or  roads,  viaducts,  bridges,  parkv^rays, 
playgrounds^  icrwsts,  rc s,.r^/"tions,  parks,  airports,  and  other 
public  ways,  grounds,  places  and  spaces;  the  general  location 
and  extent  of  public  utilities  and  terminals,  whether  publicly 
or  Drivately  ovmed,  for  water,  light,  power,  sanitation,  trans— 
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portation,  coniTnunicr.tion,    hert,  r-.nd  other  purposes:     th3  rccept- 
o.nca,  mdening^  abanconrrieRt,  or  change  of  use  of  axiy  of  the  fore- 
going public  "Tays,  grcuixcs,  places,  sp^.c-js,  buildings,  properties, 
utilities,  or  terminals;  the  geni-rri  cnr.racter,  locction,  and  ex- 
tent of  coruiTj.nity  C',nt.jrs,  to7jn  sites,     or  housing  developments; 
the  genura.1  location    and    extent  of  forest,    agricultural  areas, 
and  open  development  areas  for  purposes  of  conservation,  food  and 
water  supply,',  sanitta'y  and  drainage  facilities,  or  th..  protection 
of  urban  dovalopment;     and    a    land-classification  end.  utilization 
program. " 

The  scope  of  zonin.?  ordinrrices  is  lirdted  to  "the  regula- 
tion b''^  districts  or  zones  of  th.-  location,  height,  bulk,  and 
size  of  buildings  ejid  other  structures,  percu.ntage  of  lot  vmich 
may  be  occupied,  the  size  cf  lots,  courts,  and  othv^r  open  spaces, 
the  density  --^nd  distribution  of  populs-tion,  the  ^.ocation  and  use 
of  bixildingfj  and  structures  for  trade,  industry,  residence,  rec- 
reation, pi\blic  activities  or  other  purposes,  and  the  uses  of 
land  for  trade,  industry,  recreation  or  other  puiposes." 

The  m.aster  plan  is  prepared  by  a  5-raember  county  planning 
coimnission  appointed  by  the  County  Board  (except  in  counties  hav- 
ing less  than  15,000  inhabitants  where  the  County  Board  consti- 
tutes the  pi  amine-  comriiissicn),  or  by  regional  commissions  ap- 
pointed by  cooperating  go^'erning  bedims,  '■^hcn  completed,  a  c^py 
of  the  master  pirn  and  the  resolution  of  the  ccr-^mission  adopting 
it  is  certified  to  the  county  board  and  cooperating  bodies .  Y/hen 
this  hrs  been  done,  no  p^iblic  works  m.ay  thereafter  be  constructed 
'»\'ithout  the  approval  of  the  plarining  comimission  unless  overruled 
by  a  majority  of  the  crunt],-"  board. 

The  planjning  commission  als-^  prepares  'drafts  of  zoning  or- 
dinances fc:r  subsequent  public  hearing  and  adopticTi  b^'  the  county 
board.  Any  substantial  change  in  a  proposed  ordinance  made  as  a 
result  of  the  h..aring  must  again  be  referred  tr-  the  planning  con- 
mission.  Prior  to  adoption,  the  State  Planning  P:oard  also  must 
be  given  opportunitj''  to  advise  and  criticize. 

Subdivision  development  plans  are  required    tc    be  recorded 
■in  zoned    crimties  and  must  in  every  case  receive  the  E.pproval  of 
the  planning  comraissior.. 

The  creation  of  a  Poard  of  Adjustment  cciisistir.g  cf  3  te  5 
members  appointed  by  the  County  Board  is  mr'.de  mandatory  in  zoned 
counties.    Aopeals  may  be  made  by  any  party  or  official  affected. 

The  continuance  of  non-cr-nforming  uses  is  provided  for,  al- 
though the  C.'unty  Borrd  may  require  that  they    be     (a)  tcrmine.ted 
^  mthin  a  specific  period    or    (b)  terminated  in  accordance  vdth  a 
formula  designed  to  rllow  r-.  ccvery  of  the  investm.ent. 

Florida  -  Ch.  1P525,  rinellas  end  Poll<  Counties  (K.P.  1590). 

The  County  Pnards  of  these  tivo;  counties  are  authorized  to  zone 
the  territory  lying  within  li-  i^iilcs  cf  oily  limits,  for  business, 
trade,  riPnuf acture  and  commerce.      They  may  likewise  restrict  the 
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use  of  lands  ad^1:-ccnt  to  pul-ilic  highYra.ys  throup'hrut  the  unincor- 
porated prrts    of  the  county,  and  may  orohibit  the  conduct  of  any 
unat'sthetic  business,  trade,     manufacture    or    coniii.ercial  enter- 
prise mthin  1500  feet-  of  a  highway. 

This  i-,ct  does  not  apply  to  lands  used  for  residential,  ag- 
ricultural, he rticulturaJ-  or  .d.airy  purposes. 

Ge oT^^lo.  -  Laws  affecting  county  zoning  in  .the  follomng  7 
counties  Viftre  enacted  in  1939;  ■, 

Bibb  County  (Act  Mo.  E81,  p.  403).      Very  gen-.ral  zoning 
authority    is    given  the  county  gcverning  body,    but  no  zr.no  or 
district    raay    be    creatud  vdthcut  the  consent  of  51  per  cent  of 
the  property  omievs  affected,    Applies  only    to    cr unties  mth  a 
pcpulati-n  of  75,000  to  100,000  (at  present,  Bibb  County). 

Canden  County  (Act  No.  323,  p,  520).    The  Ccmmissioners  of 
Koads  ?r.d  Revenues  are  given  authority  to  regulate'    "the  height, 
number  of  str-ries    and    size    of  buildings  and  other  structures^ 
the  percentag'e  of  lots  v/'hich  may  be  occupied;  the  sizc:  of  yards,  . 
courts,  and  other  open  spaces;     the  density    of    population^  the 
location  and    use    of    buildings  and  othei-  structures  for  tra.de, 
industry,  i-cside!;]ce,  recreation,  public  activity,  and  other  pur- 
poses;    the  use  and  conditions  of  use    or    occupancy  of  land  for 
trades,  industry,  residence,  soil  conservation,  forestry  or  other 
purposes;   ....  and  to  establish  set-back,  lines  for  buildings 
and  other  structures,    within  200  feet    of  .the    center  line  of 
ro'ads  in  the  State  highway  system. 

The  creation  of  a  county  planning  b^ard  is  provided  f orj 
and  if  the  c-mntv  takes  advantage  of  the  authoritj/^  granted  by 
this  l?:vr,  it  is  required  t^  appoint  a  bnard;  of  adjustment.  Co- 
operation between  the  Camden  County  Planning'  Board  and  the  plan- 
ning and  zoning  beards  c  other  c-unties,  cities  or  villages  is 
suggested,  v/ith  a  view  to  coordinating  and  increasing  planning 
and  zoning  in  the  surrounding  region. 

Clayton  County  (Act  No.  15,  p.  542),  The  Board  cf  Com- 
missioners of  Roads  and  Revenues  ma.y  create  and  est-^blish  re- 
strict'jel  zones  or  districts  Yd  thin  the  unincorporated  portions 
thereof,  in  vfhich  the  character  and  kind  rf  buildings  or  struc- 
turt;S  ma 5^  be  ccntrolled.  The  erection,  maintenance  cr  use  of 
any  building  ivithin  a  restricted  z;  ne,  in  viclatien  of  an  order 
of  the  Board  cf  Corariiissioners,  is  declared  to  constitute  a  nui- 
sance, and  is  subject  to  the  custcm.-ary  legal  remedies  for  the 
abatement    of  nuisances. 

Fulton  County  (Act  Ko.  65,  584).  The  Board  of  Comrds- 
sioncrs  of  Roads  and  Revenues  is  em.powered  to  create  a  County 
Planning  Commission  and  a  Beard  of  Zoning  Appeals  as  instrumen- 
talities for  the  preparation  and  admdnistratii^n  in  unincorpor- 
ated t'...rritory  of  zr^ning  ordinances  pertaining  to  "proper  loca- 
tion of  streets,  apartment  houses,     dy^ellings  and  other  uses  cf 
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property  or  l-ncl,  the  height  of  buildinr_:s,  the  area  cf  the  lot  to 
be  occupied^  tht;  j^rrvisi.rin  ci  ycrd  spaco  ar.d  the  lizin^:  ci  build- 
ing lines." 

Mcintosh  C-.imtjA  (ivct  No.  31^  p.  669),  Similar  to  Conden 
County  but  not  restrict jd        area  bordering  highrrays. 

Paulding  County    {Let  No.  82,  p.  700),     Siniilar  to  Claj^^on 

County. 

Ricmiond  County  (^.ct  Fn,  342,  p.  405).  /jnends  Act  Nc.  133, 
1937-1938  Extra  Session,  page  4l4,  so  as  to  require  vjritten  conrr 
sent  of  51  per  cent  of  the  ovrners  of  soned  property  before  ordi- 
nances becci:ie  effective,  ' 

Act  Nc,  283,  p.  245,  The  Foard  of  County  Corunissioners  or 
other  fiscal  agents  cf  Elcbnond  County  are  granted  the  power  to 
designate  building  inspectors  for  the  unincorporated  parts  there- 
of o  'They  also  have  povrer  to  zone  mth  respect  to  Iccati^n  of  res- 
idences, filling  sta.tions,  tourists  camps,  nsnufacturing  plants 
and  other  buildings  and  the3"  raay  regulate  and  control  the  placing 
cf  signs  a.nd  billbcards, 

Kansas  -  Ch.  164, Zoning  in  Counties  Having  a  Population  of 
More  Tha.n  47,000  Exceot  Counties  Having  a  Pooulation  Between 
100,000  ard  140,000  (H.B,  289).  In  certain  counties,  as  indicat- 
ed by  the  title,  all  unincorporated  portions  of  any  tov/nship 
which  borders  upon  the  city  li?iits  cf  a  city  of  the  first  or  sec- 
end  c]ass,  roay  be  scned, 

A  bi-partisan,  S-ncmDer  zoning  beard,  appointed  by  the 
County  Coririissionv-rs,  is  enpowered  to  restrict  and  regulate,  in- 
sofar as  approved  by  the.  Ccnraissioners,  "the  area  Yd  thin  v/hich 
trade,  industr^r^  and  recreation  mcy  be  conducted,  and  the  loca- 
tion and  use  of  buildint'-s  and  other  structures,  designed  for  any 
specific  industry,  business,  trade,  or  residential  property,',  and 
whether  such  residential  pri:  evtj  nay  be  used  and  occu'^^ied  hj 
single  far.iLly  dwellers  or  f  .:r  r/iore  than  one  fanily,  and  rther 
uses,  including  the  distance  of  any  such  building  froiii  the  road 
or  street,  and  to  regulate  :jrid  restrict  the  intensity  of  such 
uses  and  occupation  outside  tho  limits  of  incorporated  cities;  to 
prohibit  houses,  buildings,  or  structures  inco;;ipatible  ■'.vlth  the 
character  cf  such  district,  respectively." 

Kansas  -  Ch,  165,  Tov.Tiship  Zoning  (?!.B,  312).  Planning  and 
zoning  poT.'ors  alnost  identicf.l  to  these  frund  in  chapter  164,  are 
gr?n.ted  tc;  the  ccunty  ccrnmissioncrs  of  counties  bordering  on  an- 
other State  end  having  a  porulatien  betv^cen  25,000  and  40,000, 
mth  respect  t--^  cjij  tovinshio  all  or  oart  of  ■'.'vi:iich  adjoins  a  city 
having  a  popula.tion  of  iicre  than  100,000  inhabitants,  or  a  torm- 
shir  vfith  a  pooulati'-^n  of  r.r  ro  thrn  5000  inlirbitants  bordering  on 
a  county  containing  a  cit:/  rf  r.ore  than  100,000  inhabita,nts.  The 
zoning  board  is  a^-'p  oint od  on  a  t'-n'^nship  basis,  and,  like  the 
county  zoning  provided  for  in  chapter  164,  ib  has  5  freeholder 
resident  nenbers.    The  ex  officio  r.orAbcrs,     h'-n-fever,  include  both 
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the  C'  unty  Gnginoer  and    the    tcvmship  trustee.      No    incntirn  is 
riade  '--f  the  pcliticcl  r.i'xilic-ticns  ^rf  eligible  a.rTdntGes. 

Mr.rylc-nd  -  Ch.  653,  Zc  ning  in  ,'^nno  /amndcl  C-'uhty  (H,  B. 
732),  This  x.ct  vfill  bee  one  operative  if  approved  by  the  voters 
of  the  C'.-unty  at  the  regular  election  in  November,  1940, 

Planning  under  it  "i''.-ould  extend  to  "the  location,  arrange- 
ment, character,  and  extent  of  roads,  v:£iterwa.ys,  i';aterironts, 
bridges,  docks  and  v.rharves,  parks,  forests,  sqjuares, ,  avaition 
fields,  airY>rays,  Yd.ldlife  resources,  open  devclopnenf  areas,  and 
other  Yfays,  grounds,  a.nd  open  spaces;  the  general  location  of 
public,  including  Federal,  buildings  pnd  other  public  properties 
the  general  location  and  extent  of  public  utilities  anol  terrii- 
nals,  either  publicl^A  or  privately  oY>med  or  operated,  f':"r  light, 
transportation,  corounication,  po^.^er  a.nd  other  purposes;  the 
preser\'-e.tion  and  dcArolopnent  of  forests  and  natural  scenery;  the 
general  location  and  extent  of  conservation  wrks;  the  genera.l 
location  and  extent  of  h'~using  and  corxiu.nity  projects  and  dev- 
elopments." Zi-nine-  regulatirais  iia.y  control  the  "height,  area., 
bulk,  loca.,tion,  onp  uses  of  buildings,  and  the  uses  of  land  and 
other  fact''rs  of  urban,  semi -urban,  rural,  and  regional  plan- 
ning." 

Provisicn  is  nade  for  a  planning  coLarissicn  of  7  neribers 
(4  a-"''ointed  by  the  President  of  the  County  Board  vd.th  its  ap- 
proval, and  3  by  the  Mayor  of  -  *"jrinaprlis  mth  the  approval  of  the 
city  aldorncn),  f'^r  the  creativ  n  of  a  Board  of  Zoning  Appeals, 
and  for  the  control  and  r.bandoniient  of  ncn-conf orring  uses, 

Marylojid  —  Ch.  714,  Zoning  in  the  I'larylan^'-V/ashington  I'let- 
ropolitan  Area  (H,  B.  539),  The  i'iaryland-?[ashingt'-n  regional 
district  I'itiiin  Montgomery  an,'  Prince  George  Counties  is  rede- 
fined, and  the  Ivlaryland  National  Park  and  Pl':jining  Cornnission  is 
given  the  power  to  ma^ke  r.u  re  crm- rohensive  '  lanning  and  zoning 
regulations  thain  were  authorized  by  the  original  enabling  act 
passed  in  19?,7  (Ch.  448),  A  number  of  specific  secticns  vd-thin 
the  previously  enacted  statute  are  amended  so  cs  to  conform  to 
the  enlarged  authority, 

Michigaon  -  Public  Act  69,  ToviTiship  Zoning  Anenfiment  (H,  B, 
4£),  The  1957  tovmship  zoning  law  (Act  No.  30E)  is  a.mended  so 
as  to  permit  townships  of  1500  inhaibita.nts  or  over  to  come  with- 
in its  terms.    The  minimum  population  origina.lly  fixed  was  5000, 

I'lichj-gan  -  Public  Act  147,  Huron- Clint  on  Jfctropolita.n  Au- 
thority (S.B.  115),  As  a  device  f ;  r  j lanning  and  promoting  rec- 
reational areas,  boulevards  and  other  park-like  features,  5 
counties  in  the  Huron-Clintm  area  a,re  emLpovrered,  u^~on  the  ap- 
proval f^f  the  electorate,  to  form  a  !!etropolitan  District  Author- 
ity, Acting  aJ-one  or  in  cor>peration  Ydth  the  Department  of  Con- 
servatirn,  the  State  Highway  Department,  and  other  county,  State 
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rnd  Federcl  a^oncies,  the  ^'.uthrrity  nnj  ccnctruct,  cf-cratc,  and 
p-a-intain  parks  ard  highyz-ays,  in  bcth  the  inccrrjoratGd  and  the  un- 
incorporated parts  of  its  jurisdiction. 

IS-nr.escta  -  Ch.  79.  Builr  inp  Rogulatirn  in  Unincrrp<- rated 
Territory  (S.F.  63).  The-  B-ard  ci  C;  untv  Corviissicntrs  in  P.r.;-iSGy 
County  is  authorized  to  r.-;faileto  the  construction  of  buildings, 
including  such  things  cs  type  and  size  of  foundations,  nunber  and 
size  01  rcons,  area  £?J.loted  to  mndows,  construction  of  chiTnno3?'s, 
and  the  likej  as  vrell  as  the  nur-ber  cf  dvrellings  per  lob  cr  trac"^ 
the  distance  -ri  setback  linos,  one.  the  area  c  f  lano  upon  which 
structures  are  built. 

Before  any  zoning  regulation  becomes  T'perative  in  cny  tovm- 
ship,  it  laust  h;  vo  been  consented  to  by  the  toT.Tishio  board,  vdnich 
also  '  possesses  the  exclusive    auth::^.rity    to    issue  per;:iit3  and  to 
provide  inspection. 

Kinnesota  -  Ch.  187,  Toi'-rnshir  Building  ond  Zoning  Restric- 
tions (K.  I'',  90).  The  tr^rnship  board  of  any  tovTn.snip  located  in 
Henne'-^in  Count;/  is  authiorized  tc  subrat  to  its  voters,  at- a  regu- 
lar or  spe  cial  neetinc^,  the  questj.cn  vfheth^.r  building  ord  zoning 
remlati'">ns  shall  be  aor-^-^te''''-.  If  70  per  cent  cf  the  votes  cast 
are  fav^rrble,  the  board  nay  '^rocecd  to  divide  the  tov.Ti  intc  dis- 
tricts ''r  Z'^nes  and  to  regijlate  buildings  and  the  uses  of  land 
i':r  trade,  industry,  residence,  recre^ation,  agriculture,  forest- 
ry, soil  crnscrvaticn  and  vrator  su-poly  conservation.  If  it  so 
desires,  the  board  siav  also  appoint  an  advisory  nlmning  and  zon- 
ing coonissi'-?n  as  well  as  a  building  conr^iissiontr, 

linnes-ta  -  Ch.  340,  I>urol  2c  ning  (H.  F.  1557).  In  those 
counties  hoving  a  State  or  Federal  forest  ^r  a  State  o-^nservation 
area,  the  -jr-ard  of  County  Corxiissicners  is  authcrized  t--  a^'rpt 
rural  zoning  r^gulati'ns,  to:  (1)  guidt  the  development  cf  nm- 
ui-b:-n  areas;  (2)  secure  safety  fron  fire,  flood,  and  other  drn- 
gersj  (S)  encv  urage  a  distribution  rf  populaticn  and  a  niodc  of 
land  utilization  tnat  vill  facilitf.te  ecc'nonic  and  adequate  pro- 
vision of  public  services j  (4)  lessen  g- vernmcntal  expenditures; 
(5)  c- nserve  and  develop  na.tural  res-urccs;  (S)  re  vent  sril  ero- 
sion; (7)  f(  ster  agricultural  and  ether  ind.ustries;  (8)  protect 
water  supply;  (9)  prevent  v/aste.  The  z-  ring  pcvifer  cannot  be 
used,  hovfever,  to  regulate  the  use  of  lend  frr  hunting,  fishing, 
cabins,  r.iines,  quiirries,  gravel  rits,  hydro -dans,  private  d-ans, 
flov/age  areas,  transi.ission  lines  and  substations,  ^-r  for  ht.r- 
vesting  any  fielo  cro].).  The  Bocjrd  cf  C-unt;'  C;- r.inn.ssionors,  in 
conjunction  vith  the  trvmship  boards,  acts  as  a  zening  comnis- 
si.-n.  Ordinances  estoblishing  districts  and  prescribing  regula- 
tir.ns  mst  be  a- pro  ved,  b:'  t.--/jnshi:-   boards  in  th-:  areas  affected, 

liss^uii  -  Pare  622,  Plo.ij.ning  and  Zoning  in  St.  L'-uis  Coun- 
ty (S,B.  12).    The  cnjj.t"  cnort  of  St.  L- uie  C'-unty  is  authrrizod 
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to  appoint  a  county  planning  commission  consisting  of  one  judge 
of  the  court,  the  county  highv/ay  engineer,  the  chairman  of  each 
municipal  planning  board  in  the  county,  and  one  resident  free- 
holder. It  is  the  duty  of  this  comjnission  to  make  an  official 
master  plan  which  may  include,  among  other  things,  "studies  and 
recommendations  relative  to  the  location,  character,  and  extent 
of  highways,  railroads,  bus,  street  car,  and  other  transporta- 
tion routes,  bridges,  public  buildings,  schools,  Darks,  parkivays, 
forests,  wildlife  refuges,  dams,  and  projjects  affecting  conser- 
vation of  natural  resources."  The  county  court  may  further, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  commission,  zone  the  unincorporated 
territory  of  the  county,  in  order  to  regulate  the  character  of 
buildings,  the  size  of  lots  and  yards,  and  the  density  of  popu- 
lation.   Provision  i.s  also  made  for  subdivision  control. 

Violations  of    the  act  are  punishable  by  fine  or  im.prison- 
ment,  but  persons " feeling  themselves  to  be  aggrieved  by  the  regu- 
lations may  take  their  coiaplaints  to  a  board  of  adjustment. 

Pennsylvania  -  Act  No. 34,  Junk  Yards  Defined  as  a  Nuisance. 
The  Second  Class  To'"mshio  Code     (1933  P.  L.  103,     Sec.  702,  XIl) 

is  amended  to  include  the  storage  of  abandoned  or  junked  auto- 
mobiles among  the  nuisancus  v^hich  the  tovmship  supervisors  may 
rem.ove  from  oi'ivate  or  -oublic  grounds  after  due  notice  to  the 
OYmer.  (Second  class  tormships  in  Pennsylvania  are  those  having 
less  than  300  inhabitants  per  square  mile). 

1 e nne  s  s  c  e_  —  Ch.  158,  Community  Planning  Commissions  (H.  P. 
1026),      In    order  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  coordinate, 
adjusted,  efficient,     and  economic  de-^.^elopment  of  unincorporated 
com-munitics,  the  Sta,te  Planning  Commission  is  authorized  to  des- 
ignate them,  as  planning  regions,     fixing  boundaries  and  crep.ting 
G.  comjnunity  planning  commission.    These  regions    may    not  exceed 
10  square  miles  in  area,     and  must  contain  at  least  500  inhabit- 
ants.     Initiative  for  establishing  s'ach  a  region  must  come  from 
the  local  householders  and  freeholders  by  way    of  a  petition  ad- 
dressed   to    the    State  Plrnning  Commission.    The  petition  must 
contain  100  names.     Commainity  planning  commissions  are  to  have 
the  same  powers  and  duties  as  other  regional  and  mtunicipal  plan- 
ning co'"jii.issions .     Ctjilliams  Tennessee  Code,  Sections  3407.1  to 
3407.19  and  3493.1  to  5493.9). 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  473,  Priva.te  Acts,  Zoning  Davidson  County 
(S.P.  1028),  The  Quarterly  County  Court  of  counties  having  be- 
t?j-een  200,000  c.nd  250,000  inhabitants  is  autnorized  to  regulate, 
in  unincorporated  areas,  "...  the  location,  height  and  size. of 
buildings  and  other  structures,  tht  pe'rcentage  cf  lot  which  may 
be  occupied,  the  size  of  yards,  courts  and  other  open  spaces, 
the  uses  of  buildins-s,  structures  and  land  for  trade,  industry, 
residence  or  recreation,"      Ylhen  a  regional  planning  comimission 
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w  tho  Qtate  Flsrai-^ns  Board  "vvith  boundaries  de- 
has  been  created  by  the  -^f  lj'--'^.  "na-tPr  plan  and  the  zoning 
fined  to  V^:;.  cL?ified  to  the  Coun- 

ordinances  are  to  be  preparea  pf>c^ivp    by  resolution 

ty  Court,  these  ordinances  may  i^.portant 
t         Pr,!!!--!-       Wiile  TTiinor  chansi-es  can  De  nac-,    '^-^-y  ^ 

although  it  can  be  overrule,  by  ^^^^^^^ „f  Appeal. 

Provision  is  ^^.a^  lor  ^  :^       ^    ^    ordinances  may  be 

II  injunction,  abateraent  or  other  appropriate  action. 

^  _  Ch.  31,  county 

poorer  to  r^ke  and  -^?-;?-^^^^^^to;rs  is  "rented  to  county  co.^ 
its  of  incorporated  cities    and  lQ_5-35,  Rev.  Stat, 

mssioners.    This  is  an  amendment  to  Section  ±.  o., 

of  1933, 

Ver^  -  Te^orary  To.  138,  ^^oning^endmcnts  Th^^^^ 

"selpc^^^s  used  in  ^T^^^^^rSo^  and^oard  of 
Laws)    is  -defined  so  -  ^o  -  lud.  ^/.^^teos  of  a.  incorpor- 
aldermen  o.^  a  city  and  tne  P-^  n.^.ted    to    village  or 


alderrnen  o^  a  city  and  tne  ^ --^^  to    village  or 

ated  villaso,  while  tn.  ^^^^^  .^f ^^^.^^^^ip.  ^re  repealed), 
citv.     (Thus  T^rovisions  allo./mg  ^'?g''Vncroased  to  include 

The  scope  of  the  zoning    fy^e^^^^^^^^^^^^^e^tified  coT^y 
the  re^lation^of  outdoor  a^^  ravertisi;^ 
n-T  ordinances  rv;gulctXing    i^ae    ^-^^^  c+.^-i-o 
structures  is  to  be  seni,  to  th..  ,..Cxe..„-y 


7r>nino-  Ref crend'jJTi.    In  a  rci- 

erenaun  on  tho  f  ^'f  ^°'\°J,r^^  .^e  ballot  to  dosoribe  the 

zoning  ordxn.nco  xt  ^'^^  j^^her  e:q:lcnation,  pro^^ded 
proposal    bj    titl.  onlj,  ordinance  ha'/c-  been  posted 

r:a:^p:iUn;dLS:t:1nd  PubHshod  at  least  once  in  a  news- 


J.X1     ^-^.y^j-j.     ^  —  c  -  _ 

paper  of  general  circulation. 


5/ 

PUBLIC  FIIIMICE 


Local  Governments 


,  VP.'      Count-  School    Equalization  Fund    (H.  B. 

Idaho  -  Ch.  ocuiiu.,  assessed 

405).    in  those  counties  ^^^^^  S^^^^ ^^^-^^ 
valuation  is  on  property  loc.t.d  of  the 

districts  .^ose  school  population  ^^^^^J^  Ws.ion.rs  may 
county's  total  school  population,     ^n.  Count, 

^^-^^j^^^j;^^  TmTIO.  OF  I^AL  PROPER, 
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levy  a  tr-^x  sufficient  to  provide    a    county  eoualization  program 
at  a  figure  not  exceeding    35  per  cent  of  the  State  irdnimum  edu- 
cational program.     The  combined  total  of  this  tax  and  the  regu- 
lar school  levy  may  not  exceed  10  mills. 

If  a  County  Board  vdshos  to  take  advantage  of  this  au- 
thority, it  decides  the  extent  of  the  county  equalization  pro- 
gram for  the  coming  year.  The  county  Superintendent  is  then 
required  to  compiite  the  amoiint  of  benefit  accruing  to  each 
school  disti'ict  in  the  county,  on  a  "classroom  unit  monthnbasis. 
This  computation  is  ma.de  by  m.ultipl\d.ng  the  number  of  school 
m.onths  taught  by  total  number  of  classroom  units. 

lov-ra  -  Ch.  109,  Agricultural  Land  Credit  Fund  (S.  F.  227). 
In  order  to  relieve  the  inequitable  and  disproportionate  burden 
of  school  tsjces  luviv:;d  in  independent  school  districts,  ^500,000 
of  State  m.oney  is  to  be  earmarked  annually  for  sxi  agricultural 
land  credit  fund.  Owners  of  agricultural  lands  (10  acres  or 
more  of  unplatted  land  used  exclusively  for  farm  and  agricul- 
tural purposes)  lying  within  independent  school  districts,  may 
apply  to  the  County  Assessor  or  Auditor  for  credit  on  their 
school  taxes.  The  am.ount  of  the  credit  is  to  be  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  general  school  fund  le\^  in  excess  of  15  mills. 
Claims  are  examined  by  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  Persons 
failing  to  make  a  claim  are  deem.ed  to  have  vfaived  their  right 
to  a  credit  for  that  year. 

liaine  -  Ch.  70,  Payments  in  Lieu  of  Taxes  on  Foreclosed 
State  Farm  Lean  Lands,  The  Farm  Lrnds  Loan  Act  (R.  S.  Ch.  58) 
is  amended  by  the  addition  of  a  section  which  directs  the  Com- 
missioners to  com.pensate  towns  or  plantations  for  the  loss  of 
taxes  on  property  which  has  been  foreclosed  by  the  State.  The 
amount  of  the  payments  is  to  be  determdned  by  the  State  Auditor, 
the  State  Tax  Assessor,  and  the  Attorney-General.  In  making 
their  determination,  they  are  required  to  give  consideration  to: 
(l)  the  amount  of  income,  if  any,  derived  by  the  State  from,  any 
lease  or  tenancy  of  the  property;  (2)  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  teiTO  in  operating  or  maintaining  highwo.ys  to  the  property; 
and  (5)  the  number  of  school  children  attending  the  public 
schools  of  the  to>.n  or  plantation,  and  the  cost  of  transporting 
them..  The  tcta.l  amount  of  the;  payments  thus  calculated  may  not 
exceed  in  any  one  year,  the  revenue  derived  from  tsjxation  on  the 
property  during  the  year  preceding  aco^uisition  by  the  State. 

Minnesota  -  Ch.  376,  Aid  to  School  Districts  (S.  F.  180). 
"Whenever  lands  were  acquired  by  the  State  mbhin  a  particular 
school  district,  through  operation  '-f  the  rural  credit  system., 
in  time  to  meko  them  tax  exempt  during  the  years  1937  and  1938, 
the  State  Auditor  is  authorized  to  compute  and  pay  over  to  the 
district  the  amount  v.biich  7.''.-uld  have  accrued  to  it  under  the 
regular  trx  levy. 
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llontana  -  Ch.  188,  C-  anty  Indebtedness  (S.  F.  lo8).  un 
ties  Y;hirfrTad  a  floating  ind.-t.dness  in  excess  of  tvo-ii.ths 
of  one  p  r  cent  -f  the  taxable  valuatim  of  the  ccunty  x..r  the 
?isc"i  ^ea.  1958-1939  and  vrerc  mthout  s^)f  ^icient  f^^nds  to  neet 
these  deb^s  t^^ether  .ri±h  neccssar^r  current  expenditures  during 
that  v^ar,  ^-re  given  authority  t^  pay  then  eith.r  by  issuing 
funding  brn.ds,  or  by  lo^^ing  a  special  tax. 

Nevr  toshire  -  Ch.  204,  Pn,rn.nbs  in  Lieu  of  T.^es  cn  Tlood 
Cnrtroi  Pr^ject5.~Not  to  exceed  ^30,000  for  any  one  tax  year  may 
be  p^id  out  by  the  State  Treasurer  to  towns  and  cities  as  reccn- 
p-^ns-  f'^r  toris  lost  as  a  c.  nsequ.nce  of  Federal  acquisition  of 
l^nds  f  - r  flood  cc^ntrol  purposes.  The  pa^-aents  are  to  be  equiva- 
lent to  the  enount  of  tox.s' that  ..culd  have  been  assessed  a^inst 
the  land  if  privately  ov;ned,and  they  are  -.r  c^n^inue  fm  3  y...rs. 

Npw  ^■^exico  -  Ch.  148,  Conservancy  District  f  inancins  (5.  _ B. 
135).  are  granted    to  _Bcards        Conservancy  District 

Directcrs  frr  the  purpose  of  oalcvang  them    to    a.-^t  ..11 
nSts  f  or  cc  operation  .nth  the    Federal  Goverr^.ent  under  tne  hec- 
?S'uen  I  -^-„V  Th.  scope    of    cooperative  undertakings  is  such  as 
t""includ' 'all  kii^ds  of  activity  pertinent  to  the  -^^^^^ 

cperation  :l  irrigation,  drainage  and  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^V.^^J^^^f 

-IV  -^v^r    -m-i  r,H  Doi     ^r    euaranx-cr  lor  mdet  teaness  uo 

Ved  r.l  Goven-.nent  resalting  frcn  cor^traction  ccsts,  and 
they  be  designated  fiscal  agents  cl  the  Federal  Gcvemnan.  .n 
oclioctlng  rentals  and  ether  mrnies.  Gov- 

In  districts  entering  into  centr-cts  T.'ith  the    -  c-.x^i  uo^ 
ernrrent,    the    r.al  property    is    <li^dded  into  xrrxgable  and  non- 
irrleabie  lands  f-r  asscssncnt  ^rp^'.ee.      Irrxgable_  r    G_.s  . 
l-nds  -re    to    bo  levied  a-ainst  annually  at    a    unif.rn  ro.t.  p^r 
ac?e!    Son-irrigable  or  "Class  B"  lands  are  to  be  assessed  on  the 
usual  ad  voilorera  basis. 

N-rth  Carolina  -  Ch.  206,  Tax  Cornpronise  Petv:een  State  and 
Pnint^-  iH  786V  Horetoiore,  counties  have  been  rec^ired  to 
5evy  J  tc^c  rf  if  mills  for  the  niintenance  of  the  State  school 
svsL-  (Ch.  i27  La..s  of  1931).  A  large  number  have  been  unable 
:i1^^t\he  requirements,  and  the  Governor  and  ^-ncil  of  otat 
are  no.,  authorized  to  make  adjustments  and  comprcr.as.s  ^'hj^h  mil 
Tciieve  th.  caanties_  of  further  liabilities  on  account  ^f  the 
tsjces  previously  levied. 

Oh^o  -  ^onds  t::  ^feet  Federal  idd  (S.P.  48).    liinicipal  cor- 

porati^  and  oth.r  political  subdivisions  ^ere^^er 
^  ,  •    •     JL      A  ^  r>ni  hr  Totoi  rc.  or  ncreaj.  bui 

puthoritY  to  participate    m    ieaorai  c-.^e  nui e oi. i  . 

;^oviSdV  Congress,  and  tc,  issue  bonds  for  the  purpose  cf  .act- 
ing any  contributions  which  m^ay  be  required. 

Oklahoma  -  State  Aid  fcr  Scho^as  (S.  B,  22).  Appropriates 
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^^^11, 500^000  per  annun  for  the  coming  bienniurri  to  aid  in  the  op- 
eration and  msiLntonance  of  the  public  schools.  The  funds  appro- 
priated are  for  providing  primary  and  seconda.ry  aid  and  for 
school  districts  for  losses  due  to  homestead  exemptions.  The 
districts  in  -^btcining  prim.ary  and  secondar;?-  aid  are  required 
to  ir.eet  certain  standards  designed  to  provide  a  mininun  program. 

Pennsylvania  -  Act  Fo.  385,  State  Aid  tc  Schools.  Temp- 
orarily suspends  certain  ma.ndatory  lavrs  relating  to  State  re- 
im.bursements  for  transportation,  tuition,  and  vocational  edu- 
cation to  school  districts  of  tho  fourth  class  and  t'-'  those  of 
the  third  class  coterminous  v,dth  towiships.  The  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  furthermore,  is  authorized  t'^  appoint  3 
•^pervisors  tc  be  assigned  to  the  various  counties  at  his  dis- 
cretion. The  effect  of  this  Act  is  to  maintain  the  schedule  of 
State  payments  to  local  districts  as  established  and  maintained 
prior  to  1S37,  and  to  postpone  the  effecti'""e  date  of  the  follow- 
ing Acts  of  1937  until  the^ 1941-42  biennium:  P.  L.  2583,  Sec- 
tions 2  and  4j  P.L.  2560,  Section  7|  P.L.  564,  P.L.  605,  Sec- 
tion 83  P.L.  2589,  S::.ction  1;  P.L.  2548,  Section  7;     and  P.  L. 

South  Dakota  —  Ch.  53,  Federal  Funds  for  School  Purposes 
(3.B.  86),  Funds  received  by  counties  from,  the  U  ited  States, 
cut  of  income  derived  from,  land  acquired  under  the  provisions 
of  the  "Barikhead-Jones  Farm.  Tenant  Act",  are  tc  be  apportioned 
by  the  Count^A  ComLmissioners  aTiong  the  sex'-eral  school  districts 
having  children  requiring  school  facilities,  according  tc  the 
acreage  01  land  in  Occh. 

South  Dakota  -  Ch.  68,  Appropriation  for  Distressed  School 
Districts,  (H,  B.  261).  /-ji  annual  appropriation  of  ;:.150,000  is 
ma.de  for  the  next  bierjiium  for  the  purpose  of  giving  fj.na.ncial 
aid  to  school  districts.  The  Superintendent  of  Pu.blic  Instruc- 
tion, the  Governor,  the  Director  of  Trx:ation,  the  Commissioner 
of  School  and  Public  Lands,  and  the  Secretary  01  Finance  a.re 
constituted  a  Committee  for  administering  the  funds,  and  are 
given  authority  to  a^ct  upon  all  applications  for  aid. 

South  DaJ^ota  -69,  School  Districts  Containing  Indian  Land 
(H,3.  212).  An  annual  appropriation  of  ^12, 500  is  made  for  the 
next  biennium^,  to  aid  school  districts  containing  1500  a.cres 
or  more  of  non-ta.xable  Indian  larids.  -The  amount  received  by  any 
school  district  in  a  single  year  cannot  exceed  the  equivalent  of 
30  per  acre  of  Indian  land  there  sitiiated,  nor  can  aid  be  grant- 
ed to  a  district  vj-hich  has  not  in  the  previous  3'"ear  made  a 
school  levy  of  at  least  6  rails. 

Texas  —  Pa;rments  in  Lieu  of  Ta:xes  (S.F.  89),  Provides  for 
State  subventions    to    10    Texas  ccunties    in    which  the  Federal 
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Governinont  has  nadc  hec^ry  IetA  p^rchr.ses,  f'-r  tlic-  purpcso  cf  re- 
imbursing then  for  their  resultc.nt  tax  losses.  The  rcsponsitil— 
Itj  of  determining  the  amount  and  of  locating  Federal  holdings  in 
each  county  is  left  to  the  local  Trx  Collectcrj  and  the  1qcs,1 
Boejrd  of  E^qaalization  is  givo-n  the  dut;^''  of  m'-Jcing  the  valuations 
and  of  revoking  the  sum  of  taxes  lest  to  the  county  and  its  sub- 
divisions. Should  the  '^^cdera?.  Government  itself  reimburse  any  of 
the  counties.  State  reimbursements  are  rescinded. 

Utah  -  Ch.  81,  Uniform  School  Fund  (S.B.  158).  Allocations 
of  revenue  to  the  Uniform  School  Fund  and  the  methods  of  distri- 
buting the  Fund  are  chr^nged  b;-  am.cndnents  to  the  1937  Act  (Ch,82). 
As  amended,  the  la.vT  provides  that  the  income  from  State  school 
fund  investr^ents  and  from  lands  ovwied  by  the  State  a.s  a  resu.lt  of 
foreclosures  on  school  fund  loans |  the  income  from  lands  acquired 
the  State  through  forfeiture  or  escheatj  unlcaimed  shares  and 
dividends  "^f  my  Utah  corporatir^n;  and  certain  other  revenues  are 
tc;  be  distributed  among  the  comnon  schocls.  Likemse,  50  per  cent 
nf  the  revenues  derived  fromu  grs^zing  fees  ana  mineral  leases  on 
tax  reverted  lands,  as  well  as  of  the  m.oney  received  from  the 
United  States  under  the  "Leasing  Act"  (41  Stat.  450),  arc  allo- 
cated to  co]:iion  schools 5  while  the  remaining  50  per  cent  goes  to 
State  institutions  of  higher  lea.rning. 

In  distributing  funds  tr.  the  comnon  schools,  ;/^5000  is  first 
earmarked  for  investigating  special  or  unequal  conditions  among 
districts.  Then  an  additional  15  per  cent  (not  tc  exceed  ^75,000) 
of  the  fund  is  set  aside  f^r  the  use  of  the  Stsite  Board  of  Educa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  advantages  and  i-ercving  edu- 
cational practices  not  otheri'ri.se  cared  for.  The  balrnce  of  the 
fund  is  to  be  divided  among  the  comxion  schools  in  such  a  v/ay  as 
to  insure  an  incom.e  tc  each  schc'^l  '"f  ',^86. 00  per  student  in  aver- 
3.ge  daily  attendance  vd-thout  moking  it  necessary  for  the  district 
to  levy  in  excess  of  10  malls  property  tax.  Distribution  must 
also  be  m.ade  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  that  each  district  will 
receive  from,  the  fund  a  minimuPL  of  iiil.OO  per  student  y>rhon  there 
is  ^500,000  tc  distribute.  If  the  amount  to  be  distributed  is 
m.ore  or  less  than  $500,000,  the  miiniroim  will  vary  acc'i^rding  tc 
the  same  ratio, 

Wisccrsin  -  Ch.  212,  Disposition  of  Swamp  Lajid  Funds  (A.  B, 
451),  I-.Ion-.,y  -'htained  from  the  sale  of  SYfamip  and  n-"'er flowed  lands 
granted  tr  the  State  by  the  Federal  Government  is  no  longer  to 
be  used  for  reclamiation  purposes,  but  is  instead  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  normal  sch'^ol  fund. 

WycT.iing  -  Ch.  87,  County  Budget  Act  (S.  F.  96).      A  uniform 
budget  o.nd  financial  procedure  is  established  for  use  in  all  coun- 
ties of  thf  State.      The  Board  of  County  Gcrriissioners  may  either 
perform  the  budge t-mrk:ing  functions  tnomselves    or    designate  the 
County  Collector,     the  County  Treasurer  arid  the  County  purchasifig 
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agent  to  act  in  thuir  stead.    The  budget  document  is  to  consist 
cf  3  parts:     (1)  the  budget  riessagc  and  the  general  budget  sum- 
mary:    (2)  the  detailed  budget  estimates    of    both  expenditures 
and  revenues;   (3)  complete  drafts  of  the  resoluti-ns  or  motions 
requ-ired  to  give  legal  sanction  to  the  plan  proposed.  Prepara- 
tion of  the  budget  is  to  be  complete    by    the    first    Monday  in 
November^  and  a  public  hearing  on  it  is  held  on  the  first  Monday 
of  February  next  ensuing.      Hereafter  expenditures    of  county 
funds  are  to  be  strictly  limited  to  the  appropriations  under  the 
authority  of  the  budget,    ilny  contract^  \rerba.l  or  vo'itten,  made 
in  violation  of  any  provision  of  the  Act  by  an  official  or  em- 
ployee of  the  county  is  punishable  as  a  misdemeanor. 

Should  there  be  une^q^ected  emergencies,  epidemics^  floods, 
fires,     or    other  catastrophies  making  additional  appropriations 
necessary,  the  County  Board  may  upon    a    two-thirds  vote  obtain 
the  money  from  temporary  loans    or    a    tax  le'^/y  not  exceeding  Z 
mills,  so  long    as    the  total  levj  does  not  exceed  statutorj^"  or 
constitutional  limitations,  .         '  -  • 


limicioal  Bankruptcy 

The  Federal  EarJcruptcy  Act  allows  'municipalities  to  re- 
fund their  indebtedness  and  make  com.positions  with  creditors 
under  certain  circui'istances.  Loans  are  also  m^ade  available 
from  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation,  The  follomng 
States  authorized  c^^rtain  political  subdivisions  '  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  Federal  Ijaw  (the  affected  subdivisir^ns  are  enu- 
m.erated  for  each  State  )j 

Arkansas  -  Act  I'Jo,  69  (S.  B,  15),      Improvement  districts 
and  municipalities  (counties  not  specifically  mentimed), 

California  -  Ch.  1017  (S.B.  930).    Impro-vement  districts. 

Colorado  -  Ch.  124    (S.  B.  84),      Irrigation  and  drainage 
districts, 

Colorado  -  Ch,  164  (S,B,  325),      Improvement  districts  in 
cities  and  towns, 

Idaho  -  Ch,  110  (S.B,  109),    10.1  taj:ing  districts, 
Michigan  -  Act  No.  72,    Trxing  agencies  and  instrumental- 
ities of  the  State, 

Monta.na  -  Ch,  114  (S.B.  146),    Cities  and  tovms. 
North  Carolina  -  Ch,  203  (H,B.  707).  All  taxing  districts, 
Oregon  -  Ch.  109     (H,  B.  133),    Irrigation    and  drainage 
districts, 

Snuth  Carolina  -  Ch,.  40.    All  governmenfal  subdivisions. 


New  England  Hurricane 


Cities,     toY/ns    or    districts    which  have  suffered  extra- 
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ordirrrv  da-,nage  to  highways,  bridges  and  -ther  public  "'^s  as  a 
re^lt  '  of  the  1938  New  England  hurricane,  i.^r.y  xssue  b.^nds  or 
noS  f-r  the  -um-ose  cf  raising  raoney  to  nake  needea^repaxrs  m 
excess' CI  the  s  tktutnry  lir^itaticns  on 

Massachusetts  -  Ch.  63.    liast  be  paid  oxi_in  10  years. 

New  Harpshire  -  Ch.  9.    Kust  be  paid  off  m  15  years. 

Special  appropriations  were  made  for  cleaning    up  damge 
pail  qpd  bv  the  hurricane  in:  . 

Connecticut  -  Sp,  ..ct  No.  3.      Additional  fire  prctectxcn 

and  rehabilitation  $350,000.  .         r  nno  000 

K-w  Hanpshire  -  Cn,  137.    Aid  to  tcr/nships  of  s.5, 000,0 JO. 
New  Hampshire  -  Ch.  254»    Additional  fire  prctecoion 
;rpl00,C00c  ^ 
■  Vermont  -  Tem.naNo,  218,  Aid  to  local  governm.ent  ^5,500,000. 
Authorizes  issuing  of  ^3,000,000  in  temporary  ccupon  notes. 

Pawients  in  Lieu  of  Taxes  -  Fed  erg.! 

iaab.-^^  _  Gov's.  No.  65  (H.3.  57).  United  States  property 
made  t^ifS^s  other  property,  to  full  ex.ent  of  State's  power. 

irkansas  -  Act  No.  561  (S.B.  558).  Counties  authorized  to 
^nake  afl^s  v^th  the  Federal  Government  for  payments  xn  Ixeu 
of  taxes  on  rural  rehabilitation  projects. 

.  ti^^,...  _  H.  li.  No.  3  (P.  1670).  Congress  memorialized  to 
pro.^di^1nts"  in  lieu  of  t..:es  in  counties  where  large  tracts 
?f  land  have  been  purchased  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Georgia  -  Act  No.  203  (p.  95).      P-P^^ty  of 
■   c        .-^         "nronrietar^/"  enterprises  is  subject  x-o  a..  Vc^iore... 
t^tiS;  U-  thfiS  Unt  es  private  corpor.tl.ns    (except  .s 
li'iiited  by  the  Constitution). 

and  distribution  of  electricity. 

Oklahoma  -  Ch.  65,  Art.  27  (K.E.  622).     ^^^^ . ^^^^f 
to  neg^^flZ^T^dth  the  Federal  Government  for  payxients  m  lieu  of 
taxes  on  resex-tlomont  projects. 

r-o  .r,P  59  (H.B.  345  and  H.B.  346,  respcc- 

ivf^  Sta?:  B         of  miizitic-.n,  r.cting  for  the  State,  ^ 
tively).    Tne  bT.aoe  i..,^xu  i..  -urh-lf  of  counties  or  their 

and  Boards  of  Cci^.ty  C.r^e^m  or^J^^^l^^lJ^^^^ 
subdivisions,  are  -thcrxzea  f^J^^';:^^^^^^^  Ped.ral  projects 
ment  for  pajoaents  m  lieu  oi   .n^-'-o    -  xci 
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Nevf  York  —  Ch,  823,  Counties  authorized  to  nogctiate  "rith 
the  Federal  Go'v-Grfimerit  for  ps.yin.ents  in  lieu  _  of  taxes  en  land 
used  in  Federal  projects,  ,  - 

North  Carolina  -  Ch,  £36  (H.B,  903),  .  -^legislative  Conois- 
sion  appointed  to  seok  relief  from  Con,o;ress  for  Hyde  County,  on 
account  of  Federal  land  pu"'"chaseG  there. 

State  Revenue  Acts  .    .  ,  „ 

California  -  Ch.  154,  Revenue  a.nd  Taxation  Cede  (A,  E, 
1843),  All  the  Ir.v.'s  relating  tc  taxation  and  the  raising  rf 
revenue  j;j"e  revised  and  conseliaated .  into  a  new  revenue  and 
taxation  code. 

Olclahoma  ~  Ch,  66,  Act  2  (H>B,  243 )•,    A  uniform  system  of 
procedu:'es  pnd  renedies    is  establishe^i  for  the  administration 
of  all  State  Taxes,    The  erJ'or cement  of  the  Act  and  the  author- 
ity to  promulgate  rules    and    regulations  with  respect  to  it  is 
delegated  to  the  State  Tcjc  Comrdssion, 

Wisconsin  -  Ci-..  412,  Board,  of  Ta>:  Anpeals  (A.  B.  689), 
Creates  a  State  Board  of  ij.ppeals  of  5  members,  cippointed  by  the 
Governor  v;ith  the  consent  of  the  Sena  te.  This  Board  has  final 
administrative  authority  for  hearing  and  deterniining  all  ques- 
tions of  lavr  .and  fact  arising  under  the  tcx  laws  of  the  State; 
and  no  matter  mthin  its  competence  may  be  t^ken  to  the  courts 
T/^dthout  having  first  been  heard  by  it, 

'     ■  PUBLIC  L'.fDS 


Exchanges 

Minnesota  -  Ch,  343,  Acceptance  of  Land  In  Settlement  of 
Claims  (H.F,  1596),  Upon  a.pproval  c;f  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sioner, the  State  will  accept  land  in  settlement  of  claim.3  it 
has  for  damages  to  its  property,  resulting  from  the  maintenance 
of  dams  in  the  International  boundary  waters  at  International 
Falls  and  Kettle  Fells.  L^^nd  so  accepted  is  to  be  used  for 
State  Forests, 

Minnesota  Ch.  382,  Exchange  Cor.imission  (S.F.  697).  The 
Governor,  the  Attornuy-Genoro-l,  and  the  State  ijiditor  are  con- 
stit^ited  a  Land  'Exchange  Commission,  -  tc  supervise  the  exchaP-ge 
of  State-ovmed  lends  for  other  lands  of  equal  value  and  kind, 
for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  State  holdings.  In  making  the 
exchanges,     all  mineral  rights  are  to  be  reserved  in  the  State, 
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Provision  is  nc.c\e  for    the  filing  of  proposals  of  cxchango 
by  ov'/hers  of  land  and  f^r  the  consideration,  of  these  applications 
by  th£  Coinmssion  at    a    public  neeting.      -^he    neeting  is  to  be 
proceeded  by  publication  of  15  days'  notice    rx.d    a    list  of  all 
iDnds  considered  for  exchange. 

Montana  -  Ch.  106,  School  District  Lands  (H.F.  272),  School 
District  Boards  of  Trustees  are  authorized    to    sell  or  sxchajige 
property  which  is  about  to  be  abandoned  as  unsuitable  f rr  school 
purposes. 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  21G,  Indian  Reservations  (H.  E.  142). 
State  agencies  end  Beards  cf  Cc^anty  Coinrnissic-ners  nay  exchange 
tracts  of  land  located  on  Indian  Reservations  not  a  part  of  the 
original  grant  lano,  for  lands  of  like  character  or-d  value  be- 
longing to  the  United  States.  These  exchanges  my  be  na.de  ivith- 
out  gi--ing  the  usual  notice  required  by  statute. 

Oregon  -  Ch.  243,  Grazing  (S.B.  143).    Grazing  lands  o^.vned 
by  the  State  or  by  the  s  everal  counties  nay   be    exchanged  v;ith, 
or  sold  to.  Federal  and  public  agencies. 

^outh  Dakota  -  Ch.  23,  Isolated  Tracts  (H.  E.  70),  Boards 
of  CcuntAT  Cor-nissioners  arc  authorized  to  exchange  isolated 
tracts  and  scattered  sections  cf  county  land  for  l?Jids  belonging 
to  the  State  or  the  United  States,  upon  a  vcJ-ue  for  jeius  basxs. 
The  deed  requirenents  cf  existing  la--.rs  are  to  b^  fcllowed,  ex- 
cept that  advertising  anc'  notice  of  appraiser.-ent  are  eliainated. 


%nagenent  and  Disposition 

Alabama  —  Gov's  No.  581,  ^'Tjaagenent  of  Public  ^  Lpjids  (H.  3. 
851).  Su^  rvision  of  the  nojnagenent  and  utilization  cf  State 
scho'l  lajids  and  State  syran^-)  and  rverflowed  lands  is  vested  in 
the  Director  cf  Conservation,  is  authorized  to  supervise  ?jid 
m-ugurate  so'und  forestry  oractices,  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of 
tinber  ano  ncaterials  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  auction, 
and,  mth  the  consent  cf  the  Governor  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Education,  to  nskie  exchanges  for  other  lands  of  equal  value. 

Arizona  -  Ch.  87,  Prospecting  fcr  Oil  cn  State  Lands  (H.B, 
80).  The  Stfte  Land  Deoartnent  is  authc  rized  to  issue  pernits 
to  prospect  rr  ex-lcre  for  oil  and  gas  on  S+ate  lcnas,_  and  to 
grant  leases  f-r  the  explcit?tirn  cf  State  lan^^s  cn  wnich  oil, 
gas,  or  other  hvdrocarbons  are  found  in  paying  qiiantities.  Rca- 
sonsble  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  leasing  transactions, 
the  actual  process  cf  chilling  and  developing  wells,  rnd  the  pro- 
duction, transportation  end  st-.rage  of  oil  and  gas  -ai'-e  all  under 
Departnental  supervision. 
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Arizona-.  -  Proposed  Cr^nstituticnffl  Amendment,  State  Lftnda. 
(H.C.P...  3).  It  is  prcposod  to  mend  the  State  Constitution 
(Sec,  S,  Lrt,  10)  so  ?.s  tc  permit  the  making  of  10-year  leases 
on  State  l.ands  fcr  grazing  and  agricultural  puipcses,  and  the 
making  oi  ZO~jecx  leases  for  mineral  purposes.  At  present  the 
Constitution  li-'d.ts  the  leasing  period  to  5  years. 

Ar]';xLnsa^  -  Act  No,  331,  Establishing  a  State  Land  Policy 
(S,  B.  312,  sub.  for  3,  B.  109).    State  ovjned  lands  nay  now  be 
classified    by    the  Land  Use  Committee    of    the  State  Plarjiing 
Poard  into  3  grouos;     (l)  lan^^s  t-ri  be  retrined-in  public  cmm— 
ershir^,     (2)  lands  suitable    f '  r    agricultural  settlem.cnt,  and 
(3)  lands    to    be  returned    to    private  cv-Tiership,    The  latter 
class  is  sub-classified  into  lands  to  be  returned    to  private 
ovniership  by  sale  and  those  to  be  returned  by  donation.  (The 
donation  procedure  in  Arkansas  is  much  the  same  as  the  Federal 
homestead  system). 

The  classifying  body  can  recomum.end  r.'hich  State  agency; 
should  administt-r  lands  to  be  retained  in  public  r-i"jnership, 
but  the  .agency  may  decline  to  accept  them.  Lands  classified 
as  suit-ble  for  agricultural  settlcmoiit  include  those  that  can 
be  developed  into  nevr  agricultural  communities  by  cler.ring  and 
drainage  operations.  This  class  is  apparently  intended  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Federal  Ocvernment  for  development.  Lands 
classified  as  suitabl-o  for  return  to  Ti'rivate  ovmership  by  salc^ 
may  bo  appraised-  2.nd  sold  by  the  Coi.'U':^.issioner  of  State  Lands, 
although  he  is  forbidden  to  sell  tc  landovmcrs  "vri  shing  to  en- 
large their  farms  above  f aroily-sized  unit.  Th"  State  Land 
Comrdssioner,  vrith  the  advice  of  the  Land  Use  Gorittee,  is 
empoTsrered  to  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  governing  the 
donation  of  l^nds,  in  order  to  avoid  isolated  settlement,  set- 
tlement on  lands  un-suited  to  agriculture,  and  settlement  under 
conditions  which  ivr-uld  /Obviously  preclude  successful  farming 
or  would  entail  undue'  hardshin  to  the  donee.  The  Coiimissioner 
is  f  orbid'len  to  pei-mit  the  donation  of  tracts  either  greater 
or  less  than  a  family-sized  farm. 

Arkansas  —  Act  No.  337,  Refund  of  Parchase  or  Donation 
Price  r.f  State  Lauras  Inhere  Title  Fails  (3.B.  121).  The  Comj:D.s- 
sioner  of  State  Lands  is  authorized  to  refund  amiounts  received 
by  the  St.ate  f-^-r  tax-delino,uent  lands  -"Aherc  the  title  fails, 
no  refun'"'  t^:  exceed  .'j'160  to  on-,;  person.  Proof  must  be  submit- 
ted that  no  merchantable  tim.ber  has  been  removed  and  cLaims 
previousl^r  filed  -with  the  legislature  arc  ruled  out. 

Indiana  -  Ch.  153,  Tax  Title  Lands  (H.  150).  The  Depart-, 
nent  of  i^ublic  V/orks  is  authrrized  tc)  designate  as  "conserva- 
tion lar/'"  any  land  outside  incorporated  cities  or  toyms  which 
remain  unsold  after  having  been  offered  for  sale  for  delinquent 
t£^es  fcr  2  successive  yczxs^      /.^n  additional  2-year  period  is 
rJ-lowed  for  redemption,     to    the    ovvTier,     occurjant,     or  other 
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persons  oi  interest.  If  net  i-cdeened  within  that  piricd,  a  fee 
siinplL  titl3  pr.ss's  tc  th>:.  State,  anc'  suits  tc  test  the  validity 
of  the  title  nrast  be  lilad  id-thin  one  ^'•es.r.  Under  previous 
laws,  neither  the  State  nor  its  subdi\'isions  accniirec;  title  to 
chronically  delinquent  lands. 

Lands  s"  acquired  by  the  State  as  C'^nsei'\'"aticn  I'.nds  nay  be 
sold,  exchanged,    leased  or  otherwise  '^.isposed  of  in  such  a  nir.n- 
ner  as  vfill  best  accnvlish  their  proper  utilization  and  conser- 
vatir-n, 

lannesota  -  Ch.  3?.0,  Classification  rf  Trx  Re^-erted  Lands 
(H.P,  508),  idLl  trx  reverted  IzrA  becoming  the  absolute  property 
of  tlie  State,  situated  within  any ,  conser'/ation  or  reforestation 
area,  aust  be  classified  by  the  County  Board  (subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  State  Gonservati'^n  Cor.iinission)  as  to  agricultural 
and  non—agricultiiral  uses. 

Land  classified  for  agricultural  uses  is  then  to  be  ap- 
praised by  the  Couni-y  Board,  nerchantable  tinber  being  appraised 
separately  and  put  up  at  public  au.ction  (vfith  approval  by  the 
Conservation  Commission)  in  parcels  of  not  more  than  150  acres 
each.  The  terms  of  sale  arc  that  oil  r.dnerols  be  reserved  to  the 
State  e.nC  that  the  purcho.se  price  be  not  less  than  the  a-praised 
value.  Pending;  srle  unc.wr  the  recui-r-:,d  coixlitions,  the  land  ma^'" 
be  leased  on  such  terns  as  the  County  fV. ard  vill  ogree  t^' , 

Lands  classified  os  ncn-agri,  cultural  are  to  be  reserved  by 
the  State,  £.nd  dedicated  to  c;  nservati'-n  purposes, 

Mont-na  -  Ch.  6,  Public  i-omain  Leases  (H.B,76),         Act  of 

Congress  ao proved  June  25,  1958,  providing  for  the  leasing  of 
public  lanus  for  grazing  ar-d  agr j.cultural  purposes  cn  a  lO-j'-ear 
basis  instead  of  on  a  5-3o,ar  basis  as  bef  re,  is  •  f ficially  ac- 
cepted by  the  State  of  llontana. 

Mc-ntana  -  Ch.  65,  State  Lar.d  Leases    (H,  p.  £37),  Statutes 
relating  to  the  leasing  of  State-c-vmed  londs  ev:  emended  so  as  to 
permit  agricultural  ?jid  grazing  leases  to  nin  for  a  p: riod  of  10 
vears  with  an  optional  renewal  period  n^t  to  exceed  10  y..ars  ad- 
ditional. 

Mr ntana  -  Ch.  140,    Public  Land  Contracts     (H.  r.  157  Sub), 

The  holder  of  certifico.tes  of  purchase  of  Strte  lands  un':''er  which 
any  installments  are  delinquent,  is  tr  be  alloY^red  to  pay  such  in- 
stalLm.ents  without  oenolties  m  interest  up  to  Decemb.:.r  1,  1940, 

Montana  -  Ch.  14].,  Default        Gei-tif icates  of  Pj.rchase  (Sub, 
H.E.  158),      ''.Tienever  a  certificate  of  pirrchase  ^f  State  land  cm- 
brocing  lan-'s  received  frrn  the  U) sited  States  tiirough  the  enabling 
-xts  and  acquired  by  the  State  thr^^igh  its  far-:i  iriortgage  program, 
has  b:;crme  subject  to  cancello.ti', n  thrr-ugh  ha^dng  been  in  r^efault 
6  years  or  loss,  the  oi-jner  of  the  certificate    cr    his  successors 
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in  title  r.i?.y  apply  tc  the  State  Board  ci  Land  Ccmnissioncrs  fr^r 
conversion  of  the  original  purchase  contract  into  a  33-year 
amortization. 

Montana  -  Ch.  193,  Ivianagcment  of  Tpjc  Reverted  La.-ds  (S.B, 
199).  Statutes  relating  to  the  sale  or  lease  of  tax  reverted 
lands  are  anended  so  as  tc  permit  County  Commissioners  in  mark- 
ing leases  to  include  clauses  relative  to  land  use  practices  in 
a.ccordance  Yri.th  the  advice  of  the  County  Agricultural  Planning 
Committee.  . 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  237,  Leasing  County  Tax  Deed  Property 
(H.B.  99).  County  Commissioners  are  empowered  to  lease  all  tax 
deed  land  y.hich  can  not  be  sold  as  provided  by  la'-"'".  Such  leas- 
es may  not  run  for  over  5  years,  and  are  terminated  at  any  time 
by  sale  of  the  land.  The  County  Commissioners  have  discretion- 
ary poorer,  however,  to  lease  grazing  land,  for  periods  up  to  10 
years. 

Net  m.ore  thati  10  per  cent  of  the  income  from  leases  may 
be  used  tc  defray  administrative,  cost.  Not  less  than  90  per 
cent  of  the  total  revenue,  including  any  Federal  payments,  must 
be  turned  over  to  the  County  Treasurer  fcr  annual  distribution 
and  ar-prrtionment  tn  the  several  tax  districts. 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  218,  Scb'-ol  Land  Leases  (H.  B.  126). 
The  m^aximum  term  for  le3.ses  of  comm.on  school  lands  and  other 
State  lands  having  an  aopraised  value  of  less  than  ojIO.OO  per 
acre,  is  increased  from  5  years  to  10  years, 

Ohio      Tax  Title  Lands  .(H.  B.  478).    The  land  classifica- 
tion features  of  this  Act  arc  similar  to  those    of    the  Indiana 
tax  title  lamr  (supra).    This  law  differs  fr'm  the  Indiana  enact- 
ment, however,     in    that  land  selected    fcr    acquisition  by  the 
State  mjist  have  at  least    4    years  unpaid  tpxies  charged  against 
it  or  must  already  have  been  forfeited  for  taxes,     and  no  addi- 
tional redemption  period  is  allowed  after  the  State  takes  title. 
Furtherm.ore,  this  Act  requires  that  25  per  cent  of  the  gross  in- 
come to  the  State  from  forest  products  produced    on    the  land  be 
applied  to  the  pajnnient  of  back  taxes. 

The  Board  of  Control    of    the    E:cperimcnt  Station  cind  the 
Conservcation  and  Natural  Resources  C'-:mmission  are  the  Ohio  agen- 
cies designated  to  do  the  selecting  of  land  to  be  acquired, 

Oklahoma  -  Ch.  66,  Act  31,  jife,nagement  of  Land  Purchased 
at  Resale  ("^.B.  121).  Real  estate  purchased  at  resale  in  the 
name  of  the  ccunty  may  be  leased,  rented  or  othenvise  used  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  county  under  the  management  of  the 
Board  of  Ccunty  C^ipriissioners .  The  Board  is  authorized  to  col- 
lect rents,  enforce  ejectm.ents,  and  make  reoairs  or  replace- 
ments -y/tiile  the  title  remains  in  the  county.      Neglect    of  the 
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County  CorriLLiGsicners  tr  ccqui.ru  pcpsossi^n  cf  such  prc/p':rt3"  cn- 
stitutos  ralf eassnce  in  cfficu  and  any  County  Corm.dssicner  upon 
conviction  thereof  shall  be  renioved  from  office. 

Oregon  -  Ch.  ZQZ,  Devolopnent  of  Tsjc  Reverted  Lands  (M.  B. 
484),  Counties  rre  autb.  risod  to  reseed  tax  reverted  lands  to 
forage  grasses,  an:',  t^'  ccop-.:;rato  in  this  activity  with  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  State  of  Oregon,  other  counties  and  timber  ovv'nors 
mthin  the  county, 

Sruth  Drkota  -  Ch.  25,  C'unty  Land  ranagemont  (H.  e.  194). 
The  declared  puroose  of  this  ...ct  is  to  establish  a  sound  policy 
of  managing  and  disposing  oi  co^unty  oTJnec''.  lands  so  as  t-^  con- 
serve tho  land  res'^urces,  bring  in  a  maxinram  long-term  revenue, 
and  encourage  the  stable  operation  of  fai'ms  and  ranches. 

Boards  of  Crunty  Cnnmissionors  may  c'ivi-Ie  all  county  ciwied 
lancls  into  classes  I  and  II,  according  to  the  method  of  leasing 
and.  sale  to  be  fbllov>reol,  ?r'~'Ce'''ure  for  the  sale  nnd  lease  of 
Class  I  lands  at  public  raucti^'n  is  provided.  Class  TT  Ipnds  rx^-.j 
net  be  sold  until  reclassified,  and  ure  b'.-^'bo  leaced'  only  under 
special  rules  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  conserva- 
tion and  p'»"otection  of  forage  resources.  To  this  cnol,  the  gras- 
inQ'  practices  m.ay  ^"^e  regulated  so  as  to  m.ect  variable  range  con- 
ditions, and  the  rental  charge  aif  justed  each  year  accordingly. 
Violation  of  the  prescribed  regulations  is  cause  for  termination 
of  tho  leas^^.  ,  The  lav/  also  provides  for  exchanges  of  isolated 
county  lands  fur  either  public  or  private  lands,  and  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  all  income  from  county  ovmed  lands. 

The  Board  of  County-  Corimissioners  may  grant  p^rr.dts  for 
the  erection  of  c-r^rrals,  fences  and  wf:,ter  facilities  on  leased 
land,  pro'Vided  the  c-unty  becomes  in  no  way  liable  for  materials 
or  labor.  The  lessee  remiains  ovmer  of  tho  improvements,  and  he 
may  rem.ove  those  -ohao  are  physically  capable  of  removal,  vdthin 
90  days  of  the  termination  o''  his  lease.  Non-removable  improve- 
ments may  be  sold  within  the  same  period  to  a  new  lessee  or  to 
the  purchaser  of  the  land.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  super- 
vise this  so.le  of  imprcvem.ents  and  to  v\dthhold  new  lease  or  sale 
contracts  until  settlement  for  improvements  has  been  made.  In 
case  of  disEirreement  among  the  parties,  a  Board  of  Appraisal  is 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Ccan.tj''  Comr/dssi'^ners  to  m.ake  an  inspec- 
tion anol  re^'^crt. 

Washington  -  Ch.  201,  County  Hom.estead  Lands  (K.  B.  382). 
Provides  a  pdcui  of  honesteac'  settler.ent  on  c  ertain  county-oTOied 
lands,  designated  hj  the  County  Comirissioners  for  that  purposes, 
/jiy  citizen  of  tho  United  States,  who  has  attained  his  m.a^iority 
or  y/ho  is  head  of  a  lamil;/,  may  apply  to  settle  on  an  ovailable 
tract  of  not  more  than  80  acres  in  size.  If  his  aoplication  is 
apr  roved  by  the  County  Commissioners  he  is  gi'^Aon  a  certificate 
of  entry.    Before  obtaining  final  conveyance  of  title  the  entry- 
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man  must  live  on  the  pi^cperty    for    5    years  and  must  have  con- 
stmcted  a  house  pnc.  othervvdse  made  improvements    to    the  extent 
of  at  least  ^500,00, 

Wyoming  -  S.J.R.  5,  Settlement  of  Public  it»main.  The  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  memorialized  to  amend  the  e::ecu- 
tive  orders  Vvithdramng  from  s  ettlement  all  vacant-  and  urreserv- 
ed  public  lands  in  12  western  States.  It  is  argued  that  large 
areas  of  arable  land  adjacent  to  existin-z  livestock  enterprises 
and  suitable  for  tne  production  of  needed  forage  c  rops,  could 
be  used  to  rehabilitate  and  provide  homies  for  many  people  suf- 
fering from  the  effects  of  droughts  and  dust  storms. 

§/ 

Parks,  Fores'os  and  Tfilolif e  Areas 

Ari^jona  -  Ch.  78,  Acquisition  and  Super^/ision  of  Public 
Parks  (^.P.  72).  The  governing  body  of  any  county  or  municipal- 
ity is  authorized  to  acquire  and  maintain  areas  of  land  for  rec- 
reational or  park  uses.  Property  alread^y*"  o^'aied  may  be  dedicated 
to  that  purpose,  or  property  may  be  in  the  future  acquired  bv 
purchase,  lease,  gift  or  grant  from  the  -United  States  or  other 
governmental  agencies.  This  property  need  not  be  mthin  the 
borders  of  the  governmental  subdivisions.  Cooperative  agreements 
with  the  governing  hody  of  another  county  or  municiDality  v«'ithin 
or  without  the  State  m,ay  bo  entered  into  for  development  or 
ma  irit  e  nan  c  c  pu  r p  o  s  e  s . 

California  -  Res.  Ch.  120,  Sale  or  Lease  of  Park  Lands 
(S.C.  Amend.  53).  Proposes  to  amend  the  State  Constitution  so 
that  the  State  Land  Commission,  Yd.th  the  consent  of  the  State 
Park  Commission  m^y  execute  leasees,  ea.sements  or  contracts  for 
the  extraction  of  oil  and  gas  on  lands  within  the  State  park 
system. 

Connecticut  -  Ch.  237,  Tovm  Forests  (H.B.  147).  Towns  are 
authorized  to  establish  forests  for  the  purpose  of  raising  tim- 
ber y  protecting  water  supplies,  and  providing  opportunities  for 
recreation  or  employment  of  relief  labor.  Management  and  care  of 
the  forest  is  to  be  delegated  to  a  town  forest  commission  con- 
sisting of  3  members  appointed  by  the  governing  body.  Planting 
stock  may  be  obtained  from  the  State  Forester, 

•  Dcleware  -  Forest  Land  Leases  (S.E.  61).  The  State  Forest- 
ry Commission  miay  lease  portions  of  any  State  forest  lands  under 
its  control,  to  public  service  ccmpa.nies  or  organizations  and  to 
public  or  private  agencies,  for  periods  not  to  exceed  10  yea.rs. 


6/    See  also  GOVFRNIvIEITTAL  COOPEPATION  and  UJW  USE  REGULATION 
AND  DEVELOPMENT. 
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iviichig:£n  -  Act  Kc,  1Z6,  liemov-al  of  Products.  The  unr.uth -pr- 
ized removal  of  forest  prcducts,  minoralc;,  or  irprove-ncnts  from 
State  lands  (including  terninatod  lands)  is  nade  a  inisdeneancr 
punishable  by  fine  or  iia^^risc^nrient.  If  th'^  violation  is  an  un- 
■vT.'ltting  one,  danxges  nay  be  collected  in  lieu  of  an].'-  other  pun- 
ishment. If  ■'^Iful,  dsi.iages  may  be  assessed  in  addition  to  the 
criminal  penalty. 

New  Mexico  -  Ch.  ZZ?>,  State  Wildlife  Refuges  (H.  B.  33). 
The  State  Gaxie  Commission  is  authorizedj  -vvith  the  consent  of  the 
State  Bosjrd  of  Finance,  to  acquire  lexd  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
veloping various  t^/pes  of  wildlife  refuges.  Any  property  rights 
so  acquired  by  the  State  shall  revert  to  the  grantor  if  and  when 
the  use  fcr  vrinich  it  v/as  axq 'ired  has  been  abandoned  for  three 
years  or  otherwise  relinquished. 

Oregon  ~  Ch.  478,  State  and  County  Forests  (H.B.  517).  The 

State  Board  of  Forestry  is  authorized  to  acquire  lands  for  the 
development  of  State  forests,  by  purchase,  donation  cr  exchajige. 
In  counties  where  Forest  Land  Classification  Corrrdttees  have 
been  appointed,  l-^nds  nc.j  not  be  acquired  unless  they  have  been 
classified  for  forest  use.  Ten  per  cent  ^f  the  income  from  the 
acquired  lands  is  to  be  aopropriated  to  the  State  forestry  de- 
velopment fund.  The  balance  is  returned  to  the  counties  in  which 
the  l-'-nd  is  situated.  The  Board  is  also  authorized  to  cooperate 
in  the  estoblish^nent  of  county-rimed  forests. 

Oregon  -  Ch.  5£5,  Fire  Patrr  1  Fee  on  C^'unty  Lands.  Coun- 
ties o.re  requirud  to  po^;-  a  fire  patrol  fee  on  c onint;-.'— cvmed  tim- 
ber lands  eo^uivalent  to  that  paid  by  private  cTmers. 

TAXATION  OF  REAL  PROPEAIl 


Assessment  and-Levy 


Alaba/.Ta.  -  Governor's  Ko.  143  (iunended  ,by  Governor's  No. 
531),  Counxy  Boards  of  Equalization  (S.  B.  14).  "^o-uiity  Boards  of 
Equalization  composed  of  3  members  serving  4-year  terms,  are  es- 
tablished in  every  county  of  the  State.  Members  are  appointed  by 
the  State  CoiTimissioner  of  Revenue,  with  the  approval  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, from  nominati-.-  ns  submitted  respectively  by:  (l)  the  Coun- 
ty governing  bodj^,  (Z)  the  County  Eoo.rd  of  Education,  and  (3)in- 
corporated  municipalities  within  the  county. 

The  general  function  of  the  Boards  is  yearly    to  inspect, 
review  and  revise  the  volue  of  all  property  returned  to,  or  list- 
ed vdth  the  tax  assessor. 


feine  -  Ch,  ?.80,  State  Propcrt3'-  Assessme  nt  Districts.  The 
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property  pssessiTient  laws  are  supplenented  by  new  sections 
T\rhich  authorize  the  State  tax  aKsessor  to  divide  the  State  in- 
to not  more  than  6  property  assessment  districts,,  and  to  rear- 
range the  districts  froiTi  tine  to  time  at  his  discretion.  In 
no  case  may  a  county  be  split. 

In  ^rder  to  bring  about  a  more  uniform  tax  assessment 
procedure,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  assessor  tc  prescribe 
the  form  of  'blanks,  reports,  abstracts  and  other  records.  The 
appointment  of  supervisors  and  assistants  for  each  of.  the  as- 
sessraent  districts  is  ,  left  to  him,  and  he  may  prescribe  their 
duties,  fix  their  compensation,  and  transfer,  abolish  or  con- 
solidate positions. 

North  Carolina  -  Ch.  510,  Tax  Administration  Code  (H,  B.  - 
45),  Lavfs  pertaining  to  the  taxation  of  .  real  and  personal 
property  are  revised  and  collected  into  a  single  cede,  which 
prescribes  the  structural  organization  of  taxiing  agencies  at 
both  State  and  local  levels,  as  well  as  the  procedural  aspects 
cf  tax  a.ssessment  and  collection. 

The  State  Board  of  Assessment,  consisting  cf  the  Governor, 
the  Conmassioner  of  Revenue,  the  Public  Utilities  CoriTmissioner, 
the  Attorney-General,  rjid  the  Director  of  the  Local  Governinent 
Commission,     e.xercises  supervision  over  valua.tion  and  taxation 
throughout  the  State,  including  counties    and    nranicipalities , 
It  also  acts  as  a  State  Board  of  Review, 

The  Act  provides,  among  other  things,  that  property  shall 
be  assessed  at  true  market  value  (not  forced  sale  value).  The 
declared  policy  is  to  encourage  conservation  and  beautifica- 
tion  of  homes  and  roadsides,  and  assessors  are  instructed  to 
make  no  increase  in  valuation  as  a  result  of  the  property  ovm- 
er's  enterprise  in  landscaping  for  non-corm:iercial ' purposes, 
repainting  buildings,  protecting  forests  from  fire,  or  the 
planting  of  forest  trees  on  vacant  lands  (for  10  years  after 
planting),  ■  '  ^ 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  225,  Abatement  of  Excessive  Tax  Assess- 
ments (S.B,  41).  Taxes  levied  upon  property  valued  by  local 
assessors  are  rescinded  to  the  extent  thc,t  they  G-re  based  on 
valuations  in  excess  of  true  monetary  value.  Property  oimers 
are  alloYred  to  apjoly  to  the  j^oard  of  County  Cominissioners  for 
relief  from  excessive  valuation  at  any  tim.e  mthin  a  y-:ar  aft- 
er the  aesessment  becomes  final.  Failure  of  the  property  own- 
er to  appea.r  before  the  Board  doe.s.  not  prevent  him  from  having 
the  full  m.erit  of  his  petition  heard  and  determined.  If,  after 
this  hearing,  he  is  still  dissatisfied,  he  may  aopeal  ¥d.thin 
30  days  to  the  district  court  and  thence  to  the  'supreme  court. 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  226,     Court  Action    to    Deterinine  Fair 
Tax  on  Property    (H.  B,  216).      A  tax  payer  whose  property  has 
been  or  is  in  process  of  being  valued  for  taxation  by  the  State 


70  - 

( T  ?x?. t i on  of  Pro p . ,  c o nt . ) 

Board  of  Eqaalization,  is  permitted  to  bring  r.n  action  for  re- 
lief r,t  law  cr  in  equitv,  against  the  State  and  any  or  all  of 
its  subdivisions  '.'rhich  may  be  concerned.  No  action  may,  horrevor, 
be  brought  hereunder  against  the  State  tn  secure  refund  of  tax- 
es already  paid  under  protest. 

Ohid  -  Special  AssLSsnent  Review  Boards  (S.B,  235).  Every 
count3'-  having  one  or  more  ta^xing  units  v^hose  funded  indebtedness, 
including  delinquent  interest,  is  equal  to  14  per  cent  of  the 
aggregate  assessed  valuation  of  real  property  therein,  is  au- 
thorized to- establish  a  t-^cunty  Board  of  Special  Assessm.ent  Re- 
view of  3  electors  appointed  by  the  County  Comiidssi oners.  Board 
functions  incluole  the  receiving,  directing,  hearing  and  doter- 
raination  of  any  proceeding  challenging  the  lawfulness  of  a  spe- 
cial assessment  levied  by  any  ts-xing  unit  in  the  county  and  the 
negotiation  and  approval  of  agreements  betv<reen  interested  par- 
ties relating  to  the  settlement  of  special  assessments.  The  Act 
provides  in  detail,  for  the  filing  of  conplaints,  for  the  giving 
of  notice  to  parties  of  interest,  for  the  calling  of  witnesses, 
and  the  conducting  of  hearings. 

Pennsylvania.  -  Acts  Nos.  74  and  127,  Valuation  cf  -Property. 
Act  No.  74  amends  the  general  County  Assessment  Kaw  (1933  P.  L. 
853,  Sec.  402)  by  r,uthorizing  county  assessors  to  consider  sell- 
ing price  in  establishing  "actual  value" 3  bub  the  selling  price 
is  not  to  be  controlling,  being  subject  to  revision  upv/ard  or 
downward  to  accomplish  equalization  mth  other  similar  property 
in  the  taxin?;  district.  Act  No,  127  is  an  identical  amendment  to 
the  assessment  law  f^r  tliird  clr^ss  cities  (1931  P.O.  9-j2), 

Washington  -  Ch.  2,  Tax  Lc\^r  Limitation  Initiative  Measure 
No.  129.  The  aggregate  annual  levy  of  taxes  on  real  and  p.'rson- 
al  property?"  is  limited  to  40  mills  on  the  dollar  cf  assessed 
valuation,  the  latter  being  50  per  cent  of  the  true  and  fair 
value  of  the  property. 

Vfest  Virginia  -  Ch.  131,  County  V/ide  Levy  for  District 
Debt  Service  (S.  B.  3).  Because  of  the  loss  of  levying  power 
through  the  Impounding  of  debt  levies  in  school  and  road  dis- 
tricts, voters  of  a  county  v£,y  at  a  counly-wi-'-hs  election  provides 
for  the  payment  of  those  read  and  school  district  debts  incurred 
prior  to  the  adi.ption  of  the  tax  limitation  amendment  (i^rt.  10, 
Sec.  1,  W.  Va.  Constitution,  amended  November,  1932)  from  a 
ccunty-Yd.de  levy. 

7/ 

Collection,  Rpversion  and  Reder.u''tion 

/irkansas  -  Act  No.  56,  CollLcticn  cf  Road  iJisbrict  Assess- 


7/    See  also  PUBLIC  LMDS 


-  71  • 
(C-1,  RcvGT.  r.nd  Redenp,  cr;nt,) 

nents  (S,3.  34).  J^sscssnents  of  road  improirfcnont  districts  be- 
come delinquent  "nd  subject  to  a  25  par  cent  penal-ty  isrhen  not 
paid  within  the  time  fixed  for  the  paynent  of  ccont;/  taxes. 
Ccllcctirn  is  enforced  by  an  in  ron  Chancery  Court  foreclosure 
proceer'ing  which  may  include  all  or  any  part  of  the  delinquent 
lands  Y/ithin  the  district  in  a  single  action.  Ori'girj:.!-  oi-/ners 
are  all'^-v^.d  ?  l-year  redenption  period  after  the  fcreclosijre 
sale  • 

Arkansas  -  Act  No.  100,  Relief  f -r  l£ind  Oi'mors  in  Iriprove- 
nent  Llstricts  (H.B.  285).  Bcn::s  ij'sued  by  an  im.prci'^enent  dis- 
trict ray  nc7r  be  accepted,  at  fa,ce  value,  (l)in  payneht  cf  cur- 
rent or  delinquent  assessnents  and  (2)  as  considera'tirn  for  the 
redemption  or  repurchase  cf  lands  previously  taken  over  by  the 
disi-rict, 

■«=^rkansaG  -  Act  Ifc.  126,  Fere  closure  rf  Iriprcvenent  I'is- 
trict  it^sessnents  on  Lands  Forfeited  to  the  State  (S.B.  27).  Ir^ 
provenont  districts  may  proceed  7/ith  foreclosure  on  their  as- 
sessnents, not-i'd-thstanding  the  fact  ths.t  the  Iznd  my  already 
have  been  f or-'eited  to  the  State  for  ncn-^pay3,ent  of  regular 
taxes.  Parchasers  at  delinquent  assessinent  sales  hold  the  Icrid 
subject  to  the  superior  rights  of  the  State,  but  day,  neverthe- 
less, take  possession  mthout  accountability  for  rent  or  dsji- 
p.ges  uitil  the  State  exercigcs  its  paranouat  authority.  At  the 
end  of  th^e  reder^-tipn  period,  tax  purchasers  succeed  to  all 
rights  of  the  former  oPT.er  tr-  divest  the  State  of  its  interests. 

.'iXkansas  -  Act         329,  Foreclosure    of    IinDrovcaent  Dis- 
trict Assessnents  on  Lands  Forfeited  to  the  State  (S.  B.  315). 
The  provisions  of  this  A.ct  are  siinila-r  to  those  of    Act  He.  125, 
except  that  former  cales  "are    validated    and    provision  is  nadc 
that  receivers  appointed    by    the    Cho.ncery  Court  nay  use  inccra.e 
fron  the  foreclosed  lands  to  redeen  the"  fr'-.m  the  St3.te. 

Colorado  -  Ch.  144,  Issuance  of  Tfx:  Deeds  to  C^^anties  (H. 
B.  200).    All  parcels    '  i    real  eatr.te  .  f  cutoido  inocppomtod 
areas)  for  ^rfiicn  a  county  holds  ta:-:  sale- certificates  in  any  one 
year  na,y  be  included  in  a  single  request  for  a  tax  deed. 

Once  conveyance  to  the  county  is  completed,  the  county  as- 
sessor is  required  to  assess  the  land  and  report  to  the  Coun>y 
Bce.rd  the  sxiount  of  general  State,  county  -and  schorl  taxes  that 
would  be  levied  against  each  parce3-  if  it  i^ere  in  private  oTOier- 
ship.  The  Bcoxd  niay  then  execute  graang,  Eiining  or  oil  leases 
on  the  land  at  "the  best  cash  rental  cbtairiable"  or  sell  it  to 
the  highest  bidder  (but  not  for  less  than  one-third  the  apprais- 
ed value  as  determined  for  that' year).  Income  from  leases  and 
sales  is  to  be  treated  as  though  received  froE  tajeaticn. 


Colorado  -  Ch.  145,  Tax  Deeds  (R.E.  1082).    Any  one  owning 
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certificates  of  sale  for  a  number  cf  tr£.ct>j  of  la.nd  mc.y  includ^e 
all  of  them  (provided  not  more  than  ZS)  in  ?.  single  application 

for  a  tax  deed,  even  though  each  tract    vras  sold  separately  at 

the  tax  sale  or  sales „      A  sinple  notice  of  application  for  tax 
deed  is  likevd.se  sufficient. 

lorra  -  Ch.  ^14,  State  Tco^  Titles  (S.  F.  124).  No  action 
ma^r  be  maintained  to  contest  the  validity  of  a  ta>:  sale  or  deed 
issued  pursuant  to  a  sale  hold  prior  to  January  1,  1936,  unless 
the  o-.mer  of  tlio  land  vras  incompetent  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 

Michigan  -  Acts  Nos.  £44  and  329,  Tax  Land  Sales  (S.B.  298 
and  S.B.  407).  The  Act  grv,.rning  the  disposition  of  tpjx.  revert- 
ed lands  (Act  155,  La?:s  193?)  is  amended;  (l)  by  liberalizing 
the  opp^ortunity  of  former  ov/ncrs  to  redeem  tajc  reverted  land;  (2) 
to  permit  political  subdivisions  to  bid  in  lands  to  be  dedicated 
to  a  public  purpose;  and  (3)  to  alio?/  the  State  to  transfer  to 
local  govermnents  vvithout  charge,  lands  already  acquired  by  it., 
for  local  dedication  to  a  public  purpose.  VJhcther  the  land  bo 
bought  at  a  ta.x  sale  or  obtained  through  transfer  from  the  State, 
title  vdll  again  revert  to  the  State  as  soon  as  the  local  Gcv- 
ernm.ent. has  finished  using  it  for  a.  public  purpose. 

.  t'linnesota  -  Ch.  34,  State  Tax  Titles  (H.F.  1573).  A  1-year 
limita.tion  is  placed  upon  the  filing  of  claimis  adverse  to  the 
State's  title  to  tax  reverted  lands,  except  vihcre  the  claim  is 
based  on  jurisuictionpl  difficuJ.ties  "in  the  tas  prcccedings. 
Persons  attacking  the  validity  of  the  State's  title  must  deposit 
vd-th  the  court,  the  am-ount  of  taxes  and  penalties  af~ainst  the 
land,  pending  final  disposition. 

The  Stp.te  is  also  authorized  to  bring  a  blanket  r.ction  to 
Quiet  title  on  lands  clcdmed  to  have  been  absolutely  forfeited 
to  it  on  account  of  non-paym.ent  of  taxes.  The  nam.es  of  the  de- 
fendant landormers  must  be  stated  in  the  complaint,  and  the  sum- 
mons must  be  personally  ser-ved  upon  those  residing  Vvdthin  the 
State,  if  the^'-  can  be  found.  Serx'-ice  in  all  other  cases  is  ob- 
tained by  publication. 

Missouri  -  Page  850,  Tax  Sales  (S.  B.  311).      The  t?x  sale 
statutes    provide  tha.t  lands  tvdce  offered  at  regular  delinquent 
tax  sales,  an.I  tvd.ce  faJLling    to    attract    a    bid  high  en'^ugh  to 
clear  up  the  delinquency,  are  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  at 
the  next  annuo.1  sale.      The    redemption  period    formerly  allowed 
after  this  third  sale  has  been  eliminated    by    the  present  e.nact- 
ment  and  the  purchaser  gets    c:.    deed  at  once,    ."^nother  nev;  orovi- 
sion  allows  county  courts    and    the  I'iayor  of  St.  Louis  to  a—oint 
representatives    to    bid  at  this  third  sale,    in  order  to  rrotect 
their  respective    tax    interests,    vniich    might  otherwise  be  lost 
through  inadequate  bids.      These  representatives    act    as  trustees 
for  the  county  or  the  city  as  the  case  m.ay  be. 
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Nevada  -  Ch.  144,  ;  Ta;s 'Sale  lands  in  Irrigation  Districts 
(S.  B.  59).  Lands  bought  in  by  an  irrigation  district  at  a  de- 
linquent tax  sale  may  be  conveyed  to  any  purchaser  upon  terms 
agreed  to  by  unanim.ous  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
water  right  appurtenant  to  the  acquired  land  may  .also  be  dispos- 
ed of  if  the  available  water  supply  is  .adequate  for  irrigating 
the  remaining  non-delinquent  land. 

NeYx  Mexico  -  Gh.  171^  Easement  Exceptions  ,( S.  B.  25).  The 
State  tax  sale  certificate  and  tax  deed    statutes  are  amended  so 
as  to  make  them  sub.iect  ■  to    easements  for  telephone,  telegraph, 
transmission    or    ripe  lines,     and  for  irrigation    or  drainage 
ditches,  and  for  roads. 

Mew  York  -  Ch.  692,  Uniform  Delinquent  T?x  Enforcement  Act. 
The  local  legislative  body    of    any  tajcing  district  in  the  Sta,te 
(including  counties)  may,    by  resolution,     a.dopt    the  following 
procedure  for  collecting  delinquent  taxes,     and  may  again  reject 
it  after  at  least  one  year's  trial. 

This  procedure  is  outlined  in  2  parts.  The  first  (desig- 
nated in  the  Act  as  Title  II )  provides  that  the  owner  of  a  tax 
lien  may,  by  registered  mail,  notify  the  record  owner  of  the 
property  and  any  mortgage  os,  of  the  a^pproaching  expiration  of 
the  redemption  period;  but  this  notice  must  not  be  sent  out  more 
than  3  months  in  advance.  If  redemption  is  not  made  v/ithin  the 
time  specified  in  the  law,  the^n  the  oimer  of  the  lien  has  the 
option  of  completing  thu  purchase  and  taking  a  conveya.nce  of  the 
lands,  or  of  foreclosing  his  lien  as  in  an  a.ction  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage. 

The  second  feature  of  the  Act  (Title  III)  allows  taxing 
districts  o^ming  tax  lions  which  have  been  due  for-  at  least  4 
yea.rs,  to  foreclose  them  by  an  action  in  rem,  kn  annual  list  of 
delinquent  tax  liens  meeting  this  requirement  is  prepared  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  count^''  in  which  the  dis- 
trict is  located.  This  is  followed  by  the  publication  of  a  no- 
tice 'of  foreclosure.  Any  party  of  interest  is  entitled  either 
to  redeem  the  land  by  paying  the  amLOunt  due,  or  to  file  an  an- 
siver  in  court  carr:^/ing  the  absoliite  right  to  action  separate 
from,  the  in  rem  proceedings  on  the  list  a.s  a  who  It ,  As  to  those 
pa.rcels  of  land  upon  which  an  ansvrr  is  filed,  the  court  has 
full  po7Aer  to  deterTiine  a^nd  enforce  the  priorities,  rights  and 
claims  of  all  the  parties.  If  it  finds  tha.t  one  of  the  ansiver- 
ing  parties  has  an  equitable  right  to-  be  satisfied,  that  partic- 
ulair  parcel  vfill  be  sold  at  auction.  As  to  those  parcels  remain- 
ing unredeemed  and  uncontested,  the  fina.l  judgment  of  the  court 
awards  nossession  to  the  taxins'  district,  and  directs  the  tax 
collector  to  execute  a  deed  to  the  district. 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  238,  Redemption  of  Countj^  Tax  Deed' 
Property  (S.  E.  51).     Real  estate  forfeited  to  the  county  on  ac- 
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count  of  tax  dclinqucricy  is  receene.ble  by  forrucr  ovjners  ?.s  long 
as  the  title  remains  in  the  county.  RGdetnption  is  effectuated 
by  pa^-ment  of  the  "aiTLOunt  that  vfould  have  been  required  had  no 
tax  deed  been  issued^"  plus  4  per  cent  interest.  In  conputing 
the  amount  necessary  to  effect  the  redemption,  allowance  is  to 
be  made  for  any  reductions  or  other  ta?:  adjustments  provided 
from  time  to  tine  for  encouraging  and  facilitating  tax  payments. 
This  right  of  redemption  in  no  way  affects  existing  rights  of 
the  county  to  resell  tejc  deed  lands. 

If  the  County  Board  is  willing,  the  former  ov/ner  may  also 
reacquire  his  property  on  an  installment  plan.  This  provides 
for  a  dorm  Davmcnt  of  25  per  cent  and  the  bal?Jice  in  3  rnnual 
insta.llments  at  4  per  cent  interest.  Failure  to  meet  any  pay- 
ment entitles  the  County  Board  to  declar:.  the  deed  cancelled. 

F^rth  Dakota  -  Ch.  239,  Sus'^env'^im  of  Tax  Lien  on  State 
Acquired  Lands  (S.B.  258),  Statutory  remedies  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  tax  liens  rn  lano.s  acquired  by  the  State  treasurer  as 
trustee  for  the  State  of  North  Dakota,  in  connection  mth  the 
foreclosure  of  the  Bank  of  North  Dakota  mortgage  bonds,  are 
vfholly  suspender^,  unless  i-he  lands  be  resold  and  a  dowi  oayment 
is  made  of  not  less  than  20  per  cent, 

YiTien  the  inccmo  derived  by  the  State  from  a  particular 
tract  is  sufficient  to  pay  the  original  amounts  ^f  the  general 
taxes  upon  which  I'utstano.ing  liens  or  certificates  of  title  are 
based,  it  must  be  so  applied  and  must  be  accepted  by  the  county 
as  full  payx'acnt. 

North  Lakcta  -  Ch,  240,  T?jc  Sale  Certificates  (H.  p.  185). 
Statutes  governing  the  conduct  of  tax  sales  are  amended  so  as 
to  eliminate  the  issuance  of  a  tax  sale  certificate  when  a 
county  is  the  purchaser  of  the  forfeited  land.  Prc-pcr  notations 
made  by  "ohe  county  auditor  upon  his  records  have  the  effect  of 
conveying  to  the  county  all  the  richts,  interests  and  title, 
v/hich  are  regularly  conveyed  by  a  tax  sale  certificate. 

Oregon  -  Ch.  229,  Taxes  on  Foreclosed  School  Fund  Lands. 
Counties  a.re  required  to  cancel  unoaid  tpxes  levied  upon  lands 
covered  by  a  mortgage  given  to  secure  a  loan  from  the  irreduc- 
ible school  fund  whenever  the  State  Board  acquires  title  through 
either  a  deed  in  liquidation  of  the  debt  or  foreclosure.  C.-^un- 
ties  have  the  right  to  buy  such  lands  within  one  year  of  the 
date  of  the  deed  t^  the  State,  upon  payment  to  the  State  of  the 
amount  of  its  inve:--tment .  The  Act  does  not  ao^ly  to  irrigation 
or  drainage  districts  tax  liens  which  had  their  inception  prior 
to  the  lien  cf  the  State. 

Oregon  -  Ch.  485,  Trx  Reversion  Procedure  (S.  B,  349). 
This  law  sets  forth  the  c^-mT-^lete  procedure  for  f'-reclosinr  de- 
linquent tax    liens  and  provides  frr  the  repeal  rf  inconsistent 
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legislation.  Real  propsrty  is  made  subject  tr  foi-eclosure  for 
delinquent  taxes  v.tienever  3  years  have  elapsed  irc!.!  the  earliest 
date  oj?  delinquency.  One  general  frreclosure  prcceeding  is  in- 
stituted by  the  tey:  collectcr,  'Adth  the  drLstrict  attcrney's  as- 
sistance £jid  under  the  general  supervision  cf  the  dt?-te  T3jc  Con- 
r;iissicn«  Ser^^ice  f/f  notice  by, 4  weeks'  publica'.irn  is  provided 
for.  After  an  opportunity  for  the  filing  of  an  answer  to  the 
petition,  the  court  holds  a  hearing  and  renders  .'^idgnent  decree- 
ing that  the  tax  liens  are  forecl'T^sed  and  that  the  several  prop- 
erties are  sold  to  the  county.  A  year  from  the  date  of  this  de- 
cree is  allov;ed  for  redenption;  and  the  former  o'-mer  nay  occupy 
the  land  durin:^  that  period.  ,  Just  -^rior  to  the  expiration  of 
the  redenption  period,  the  tax  collectcr  publishes  a  notice  that 
all  prooorties  net  redeemed  at  the  end  of  the  period  mil  be 
deeded  t'-^  the  county, 

Pennsylvania  -  Act  No,  19,  Ta.x  Titles.  The  provisions  cf 
the  "Act  pro-'-iding  a  method  of  establishing  title  tn  land  ac- 
quired at  a  sale  for,  unpaid  taxes  "-^  municipal  claim.s"  (1919  P. 
L,  180  Sees.  1,2,  and  4)  a,re  extended  to  incl~ide  land  acquired 
at  c^un±y  treasurers '  sales  f^r  unpaid  t^jces.  The  procedure 
extended  hereby  includes:  (a)  petition  by  p^.irchaser  to  C'^urt 
of  common  pleas;  (b)  issuance  an:'  semT-ice  of  rule  by  the  court 
to  possible  adversi;^  claima!,nts  to  shorr  cause  v;hy  purchaser's  ti- 
tle shr^uld  not  be  estrblished;  (c)  hearing  for  aopearance  and 
S-nswev  to  rale;  (d)  ostablishjnent  of  purcha.ser's  title  in  the 
evert  no  adverse  claimants  appear  to  start  proceedings  to  estab- 
lish their  title, 

Pe rji sylvani a  -  Act  No.  14,  Ad jimrraient  c^'  Tax  Sales. 
Authorizes  county  treasurers,  in  all  except  first  class  coun- 
ties, with  the  approval  of  the  board  cf  County  Go..jTiissione rs  or 
the  Court  j1'  Common  Pleas,  to  adjourn  or  readjcur-r  all  tax:  sales 
on  lands  for  nonv'ayments  of  taxes  to  a  tim.e  net  later  thrn  the 
first  Eondo"'^  cf  Au^:ust,  1939,  (First  class  counties  are  those 
having  1 J  500, 000  inhabitants  or  over), 

P£u:!rr;rlyon_:_a  -  Act  No.  276,  Delinquent  Tax  Sales,  The 
"Delii:^- bales  Act  of  1951"  (P.  L.  280)  is  amended  by: 
(l)  extending  its  ;;^rovisions  to  include  "institution  district 
taxes;"  (.2)  restricting  the  revi.al,  establishmeiit,  or  reestab- 
lishm.enb  of  cei'tain  tax  liens  against  real  es-ate  transferred 
to  any  b'-na  fide  purchaser,  (?)  .stablishing  a  ru-ocedure  to  be 
follovred  by  county  creasr.rers  in  selling  tpx;  de^^inquent  ("seat- 
ed") lands;  '(4)  requiring  sales  to  be  made  iwithin  5  years  of 
the  time  for  return  r^n  lien  filing;  (S)  allo7,ing  continued  pay- 
ing of  delincuont  taxes  by  installment,  and  (?)  reducing  to  2 
years  the  rooem.pti^n  peri"^':'  for  real  estate  hor>eafter  purchased 
by  the  Count" ■  Corn-mis sioners  at  treasurer's  sale,  (Seated  land 
is  lanH  "occupied,  cultivated,  improved,  reclaimed,  farmed,  or 
used  as  a  piece  of  residence.") 
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Rhode  Island  -  Ch.  695,  Gcllection  of  iDxes  The  tax  col- 
lection lar/s  are  mended  s^-  as  to  change  the  redemption  proce- 
dure in  the  follov.dng  vj'ays:  (1)  tho  life  of  the  ts-x.  lien  is  in- 
creased from  E  to  3  yearsj  (E)  the  tcjx  collector  is  required  to 
issue  a  deed  Y.dthin  30  days  after  the  date  of  the  trjc  sale^  (3) 
the  penalty  chargeable  to  a  redeerrdng  landcvmer  is  reduced  fron 
15  to  10  per  cent  if  the  rcdenption  t?Jces  place  vdthin  6  months, 
but  after  that  an  ad-'.itional  one  per  cent  month  is  charged;  (4) 
tax  sale  purchasers  may  pay  subsequent  ta.xos  rrior  to  the  expi- 
ration of  the  redemption  period,  such  payments  being  added  to 
the  redemption  price;  (5)  real  estate  sold  to  the  t-jvm  or  city 
continues  tr.  be  subject  to  to.r  lex^ies  instead  -^f  being  exempt 
as  before,  and  these  levies  are  added  to  previous  amounts,  the 
whole  to  be  paid  irhen-  land  is  receem.ed  or  purchased. 

Tennessee  -  Ch.  1E6,  Settlement  of  Liens  and  Insolvent 
Property,  Proj^erty  subject  to  tox  lions  £.nd  to  special  assess- 
ments and  ir.prcvement  district  liens,  securing  oblirations  in 
excess  of  the  rmount  for  which  the  property  can  be  s-ld  to  a 
private  purchaser  at  a  tcx  sale,  is  defined  as  "insolvent  prop- 
erty," ¥hen  insolvent  property  is  located  within  an  incorporat- 
ed municipality,  the  rmnicipality  and  the  co^onty  within  vfhich 
the  property  is  located  e.re  authorized  to  co(  :::erate  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  liens  through  the  appointment  of  a  Board  for  the 
settlement  of  liens  on  insrlvont  property.  This  Board  consists 
of  the  county  trustee  of  the  comity,  and  the  director  of  finance 
or  equivalent  official  of  the  municipality.  Settlements  are 
brought  about  by  application  of  the  property  ovjner  to  the  Borrd, 
If  the  Board  is  of  the  cpinion  tha  t  the  property  is  actually 
"insolvent, "  it  determines  the  a„mount  r  f  money  which  T.dll  be  ac- 
ceptable ih  full  settlement  of  the  liens  in  no  case  to  be  less 

than  the  amount  for  which  the  propert^r  could  b^  sold  to  private 
purchaser.  Final  acbicn  is  taken  in  the  settlement  by  the  leg- 
islative body  of  the  mianiciro.lity. 

Utah  -  Ch,  101,  Munded  Tajc  Sale  Procedure  (S,  P.  108), 
Substantial  changes  are  made  in  the  procedure  for  collecting  de- 
linquent real  estate  tcoxes.  The  date  of  publication  hj  the 
c-unty  treasurer  of  the  r'elinquont  t-x  list  io  -'olqyed  from,  the 
15th  to  the  20th  of  December,  L  rreliminary  sale  is  held  on  the 
10th  doy  p-r  January,  after  ^-fnich  time  all  real  estate  subject  to 
lien  for  delinquent  trxcs  is  '■eemed  t^  have  been  sold  to  the 
county.  The  r j'^ciirtion  •'orird  reiio.ins  ao^^roximp.tely  4  years, 
after  \rh±ch  the  finr.!  public  auction  sale  is  held.  Land  nr  t  s'^ld 
at  tliis  sale  is  then  ccnveyed  t^  -che  county  in  fee  simple.  This 
property  mr.y  be  disposed  of  by  the  County  Gcr;irissi-:>ners  at  any 
time,  either  c.t  public  or  private  sole,  for  such  ^^rice  on''-  u"~on 
such  fcerm.s  as  they  ix'.y  agree  to,  except  that  the  purchaser  must 
pay  at  least  25  per  cent  cash  o.n:i  tlio  balance  must  be  paid  in 
not  moi'e  than  4  years.      Lrnd  not  thus  S'"l:^    rru^y    be  leased  upon 
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such  terms  cs  the  Board  shall  decide,  but  the  t:rm  of  the  lease 
may  not  exceed  one  year. 

Vermont  -  Temp.  No.  156^  Real  Property  Tax  Collection 
Procedure.  The  procedure  governing  the  conduct  of  tax  sales  is 
revised  and  regularized' ^by  .a  clarification  of  thr:^  requirements 
for  giving  notice  to  delinquent  taxpayers-  by  the  setting  out 
of  forms  of  advertisement,  notice  of  sale  and  clerks'  records; 
and  by  setting  limits  u.pon  the. period  -within  which  the  validity 
of  proceedings  may  be  contested,  (Suits  mth  this  last  in  view 
must  be  instituted  v-dthin  6  months). 

West"  Virginia  -  Interim  Legislative  Committee  (H,C.R.26), 

Revision  of  Ipms  relating  to  ta:'  redemption  is  one  of  the  prob- 
lems to  be  considered  by  the  Interim.  Legislative  Committee, 

Yfest  Virginia  -  Ch.  63,  _  Subrc  ti on  For  Tax  Redemption 
(H.F.  244),  A  section  is  added  to  the  statute  dealing  with  tax 
redemDtion  wSiich  rrovides  for  the  subrogation  of  mortgage  hold- 
ers who  redeem  lands  from  tax  sales.  Interest  is  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent  per  ennum. 

Vjyoming  -  Ch.  S8,  Tax  Redemption  (H.  .B,  11).  All  real 
property  sold  to  the,  county  for  non-payment , of  taxeo  and  re- 
maining in  its  hends,  may  b^  redeemed  at  any  tirij  prior  to  Jan- 
uff-ry  1,  1940,  by  the  pajnnent  of  delinquent  taxt^s  only,  v-zithout 
including  accumulated  interest,  p'cnalties  and  costs. 

Exemptions  , : 

Alabama  -  Gov's  No.  488,  Iiomootead  Exemptions  (H.B.  964). 
Homesteads  of  heads  of  families  ar>:.;  exempted  from  all  State  ad 
valorem  taxes  as  of  October  1,  1^37,  to  the  extent  of  4ZOOO  in 
assessed  va.lue  or  160  acres  in  area.. 

Arkansas  -  Act -Mo.  55,  I-^omc stead  Exem.ption  on  Donated 
Lands'  (H.  ^.  145).  Donees  in  the  Droccss  of  proving  title  on 
State  lands,  if  they  are  othenvise  qualified,  are  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  lew  exempting  homesteads . from  State  taxes. 

^'Jyoming  -  Ch.  44,  Rural  Electrification  Property  (H.B,39). 
Rural  electrification  cooperatives,  are  exempt  from,  taxation  for 
a  period  of  5  years.  .         ,  .      ■  . 

Legislative  Indulgences 

The  folloYtfing  St^ates  adopted  laws  desigricd  to  encourage 
the  pajniient  of  delinquent  taxes  and  .improvemrnt  district  as- 
sessments by  providing  for:     (a)  abatement  of  interest  and  pen- 
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alties;  (b)  instp.llncnt  pa^/ments  or  (c)  extsnsir.n  of  the  redcrnp-. 
tion  period: 

Alabanr,  -  Gov's  No.  204  (H.B.  341),  Provides  a  <i-;^ear  re- 
demption period  for  propertv  foreclosed,  to  satisfy  local  im- 
provement r.ssessment  liens. 

C?J.ifornia  -  Ch.    8    {L,  B.  691),      Property  forfeited  for 
taxes  since  1930  is  not  to  be  sold  at  the  1939,  1940  and  1941  tax 
sales, 

Calif O'rnia  -  Ch.  9  {l,B,  692).  Land  sold  to  the  State  be- 
fore July  6,  1938  redeemble  up  to  April  20,  1940  without  penal- 
ties except  fc-r  a  charge  r^f  7  per  cent  from  July  1,  1936, 

California  -  Ch.  969  (S,E,  730).  S-ecial  assessment  bonds 
not  to  be  foreclosed  until  September  1,  1941, 

Idaho  -  Ch.  3  (H.  B.  4).  Reden^tion  period  on  1932-1935 
taxes  extended  to  December,  1939  and  on  1936—1938  taxes  to  4 
years  from  date  of  delinquency  entry.  Redemption  of  1932-1937 
tpjxes  m.ay  be  by  insta.llments  begun  in  December,  1939, 

Illinois  -  Pare  857  (H.B.  51),  Tbjcqs  delinquent  as  of  Jan- 
uary 1,  1939  payable  in  5  annu.al  installm.ents. 

lova  -  Ch,  211  (S,F.  366).  Delinquent  taxes  payable  in  10 
annual  installTLents, 

Kans.as  -  Ch,  325  (S,B,  452).  jteder^ption  peri.od  extended  to 
September  1,  1941  vihen  current  year  s  taxes  are  paid. 

Kansas  -  Cli,  326  (S,  B,  228).  Waives  penalties  on  delin« 
quencies  redeum.ed  before  September  1,  1939. 

I'Hchigan  -  Let  No.  50,  Wa.ives  penalties  on  1935  and  prior 
year  taxes  vdien  paid  hj  September  30,  1939, 

t'linnesota  -  Ch.  91  (S,  F.  623).  Delinquent  taxes  for  1937 
and  prior  j'ears  j-ayable  in  10  annual  inst?.llments  —  10  per  cent 
added  in  lieu  of  accumulated  penalties  and  interest, 

Nebraska  -  Ch.  98  (L,  b".  14).  Time  fi^ced  by  1937  legisla- 
tion for  payment  of  delinquent  taxes  without  pcnculties  extended 
to  December  1,  1939 . 

New  Mexico  -  Ch.  207  (H.B,  27).  Privilege  of  payment  vdth- 
cut  penalty  or  interest  extended  to  October  1939, 

Ohio  -  S.  B.  3.  Delinquent  taaes  for  1936  and  prior  years 
m^ide  paya.ble  in  10  annual  inste,llments . 

Oklciioma  -  Ch.  66,  uct,  28  (H.B,  150),  YJaives  perialties  on 
ta:x:es  for  1937  and  prior  years  when  paid  by  liarch  20,  1939, 

OklahoLia  -  Ch.  66,  Art.  29  (S.  B.  122).    Cancels  penalties 
on  taxes  levied  against  homesteads  for  1957  and  prior  years,  and 
advances  the  delinqaency  dates    to    July  1,  1940  for  1938  taxes; 
July  1,  1941  for  1937  taxies;  July  1,  1942  for  1936  taxes;  July  1, 
1943  for  1934  end  prior  3-^ears, 

PennsylA^an ia  -  Act  No.  235.    >feives  penalties  and  interest 
on  delinquent  assessment  district  taxes  for  ir34  and  prior  years. 
Wiaves  penalties  r^nlj  on  1955  tr  1938  taxes.      To  take  advantage 
of  the  vfaiver,  the  taxT'^ayor  has  a  ch'^icc  between  cash  settlement 
rnd  installnent  payments. 

South  Dakota  -  Gh.  279  (S.B.  1),  Delinquent  ta>:as  payable 
in  10  annual  installments. 
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South  DeJccta  -  Ch.  230  (S.  E.  62),  Wni"3s  interest  and 
penalties  on  deliinquent  taxts  f^r  1937  and  piicr  years  v.'-hen 
paid  by  Dc-corber  1,  1P39« 

Tennescee  -  Ch.  50  (S.^'.  64;.  YhX^-es  interest  anc-  penal- 
ties on  deliiiqpient  taxes  foi'  1957  anc  prior  je::.  ■  when  paid  by 
January-  1,  1940. 

Washington  -  Ch.  104  (S.B.  ZCO)  c  Bclinoue-.t  taxes  pa3'able 
in  20  se;rii-ar_nual  i.nstallmerts. 

Wisconsin  -  Ch.  119  (l.Bo  92).  Extends  to  October  1,  1940 
the  discretionary  authority  of  C':^v'--^y  gc-verhing  ".:--^dies  to  waive 
pa^rraent  of  interest  and  p^enr-lties  on  delinquent  taxes  for  the 
jeexs  195^  t^^  1956,  '\ 

Miscollaneous 


/irkansas  -  Act  No.  239^  Liens  in  Favor  rf  Purchaser  of 
Lands  Forfeited  for  Taxes  (S.B.  314).  If  the  title  received  by 
a  purchaser  of  t^x  forfeited  land  is  declared  ii--nlid,  he  is 
granted  in  aodition  to  other  available  remedies,  a  lien  for  all 
taxes,  assessments  and  ronalties  paid. 

Florida  —  Constitutional  ijnendnent  dbclishin-    Ad  Valorem 
Taxation  (p.  1651) (S. J. R.  69),  Proposes  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  at  the  1940  general  election, 
providins'  f;^r    the    abolition    of    all    ari  valo..-im  taxation  for 
Sta.te  purposes. 

•    O'eorgia  -  Act  No.  285,  Tax  Le-rir  for  Cons evvat ion  of  Natu- 
ral Resources  (p.  201).      To  the  list    of    purp-^ses    for  which 
counties  may  levy  taxes  (Sec.  92 '3731  Ga.  Code  of  1733)  is  added 
tlic  c  rnscrvation  of  natural  rcsruroes  a.nd  f '"rest  fire  protection. 

Illinois  -  Page  886,  Revenue  c.ct  of  1939  (H.  B.  310).  Sx- 

sisting  lavj"s  relating  to  the  assessment  of  property  and  the  levy 
and  collection  of  taxes    are    restated  rnd  ccdij.ied  Td-th  a  view 
to  placing  them  in  logical  sequence,  removing  ambiguities. 

H'hrylg r :I  -  Ch.  262,  Tax  Revision  Commission  (H,  E,  459). 
Provides  for  the  gubernatorial  appointment  of  a  Ccmmission  to 
investigate  e.nd  recoiimiend  changes  in  the  State,  county  and  mu- 
nicipal tax  systemLS. 

Nebraska  -  Ch.  105,     Emergency    County    Le (L,  B.  400), 

Counties  mth  ?  deficiency  in  the  Co^mty  General  Fund  are  au- 
thorized for  the  year  1939,  no tvo-th standing  oth;-.r  statutory 
limitations,  to  make  a  special  2-mill  levy  rn>.  to  anticipate 
the  proceeds  therefrom  by  borromng  up  to  85  per  cent  of  its 
probo.ble  yield. 
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Ar'proprir,ti"Ti,  Conservation  anc".  Storage 

Arizona  -  Ch,  46,  Cc  lo:.T.dc^  River  Commission  (S.  B,  HE). 
Creates  a  comiTiission  cr^nsisting  of  3  members^  ap'^'ointed  hj  the  - 
Governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate:  {!)  represent  the 
State  in  civil  and  legal  natters  pertaining  tc,  the  Colorado  Riv- 
er and  its  tributaries  v.dthin  the  State;  (2)  to  negotiate  for 
and  Cf  operate  mth  other  governinent  s  in  riaking  surveys  of  the 
river;  (5)  to  seek  potential  users  of  power;  and  (4)  to  perforn 
other  related  functions, 

Arkansas  -  Act  No.  85,  Acquisition  of  Flowage  and  Storage 
Rights  by  Levee  and  Drainage  Districts  (S.  B.  20l).  Levee  and 
drainage  districts  ai-e  fully  em.powered  to  acquire  flowage  and 
storage  rights  necessary  for  the  construction,  operation,  and 
maintenance  of  floodT>rs,ys,  reservoirs,  spillways  or  diversions. 
All  lands  sought  to  be  condemned  may  be  embraced  in  one  euit. 

CaJ-iiornia  —  Res.  Ch.  103,  State  Acquisition  of  liTater  Com- 
pany Stock  (a,  C.  a.  71)  •  Proposes  a  constitutional  a.mendment 
which  Yjruld  aD.low  the  S+,ate  to  acquire  shares  of  the  capital 
stock  of  e.  mutual  water  company,  under  certain  conditions. 

Idaho  -  Ch.  205,  A^T-'nopriation  by  Division  of  Grazing  (^.B, 
229).      The  Division  of  C-rr.zing  of  the  Federal  Department  of  the 
Interior    is    granted    permission    to    appropriate  any  water  not 
otherwise  appropria.ted  on  the  public  domain,     as  long  as  it  v.ill 
be  made  available  irri.theut  charge  for  livestock  purposes. 

^lichig-an  -  Public  Act  194,  Crntrol  of  Inland  Lrkes  (S.  3. 
2^j:0).  Beards  of  G-'unty  ^porfisors  acting  alone  or  in  conjunc- 
tion, with  the  State  Conscr^ration  Comirdssion,  may  ?a-range  to  have 
the  norriial  vv'e.ter  levels  of  inland  lakes  judicially  determined, 
upcn  the  basis  of  such  evidence  as  government  and  other  surveys, 
and  the  statements  of  old  inliabitants.  Rem.edial  dams  and  embank- 
ments may  then  be  built  in  order  to  m^aintain  the  normc.1  determin- 
ed level.  If  the  lake  be  a  public  lake,  the  State  will  bear  all 
the  expense,  but  othervri.se  the  cost  is  to  be  paid  by  the  County 
fromi  the  general  real  estate  tax  and  from,  special  assessments 
levied  against  adjacent  lands  deemed  by  the  county  board  to  he 
specially  benefited. 

Montrjia  -  Ch.  185,  Stream.  Investigation  (3.  B.  14'^) ,  At  the 
directirn  of  the  State  ^ater  Conservation  Board,  the  State  Engi- 
neer is  authorized  to  bring  action    to    abjudicate  the  waters  of 
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strer.ms  ?.nr'  their  tributaries.  In  theno  ?ction;..,  the  State  En- 
P'ineer  er  any  ;^arty  to  tho  ad.iuclicaticn  inr.y  a7''"l7  t  ^  the  court 
for  the  a-'i-'ointirLent  cf  c^Mipetent  re^'erees.  It  *  is  the  duty  of 
the  State  En'^ineer  either  before  or  after  court  ac':.i'~-n  is  con- 
nenced,  •  at  the  direction  of  the  State  Yfater  Ccnoervation  Board 
or  at  thr  order  of  the  Court,  to  rake  whatever  oxanination  of  a 
given  strean  na.y  be  necessary  to  a  proper  undei  standing  of  the 
relative  rights  of  interested  parties. 

Nevada  -  Ch,  178,  Control  of  Artesian  Well  Basins  (A.  B. 
215),  Persons  desiring  tc  drill  wells  in  a  jroven  crtosian 
basin  mst  first  apply  to  the  State  urigineer  for  a  ivater  right. 
In  other  basins  or  sub-basins  vdiere  water  sought  to  be  appro- 
priated es  underground  yfater  existing  in  unconfine  '  acquifiers 
and  not  under  hydrostp.tic  pressure,  it  is  unnocessarj^  to  apply 
for  a  water  right  until  Y/ater  is  actually  dcvelooed.  Standards 
are  set  up^  in  the  1cm  for  the  guidance  of  the  State  Engineer  in 
making  and  enforcing  regulations  concerning  drilling  operations 
a.nd  wastage  of  artesian  waters.  The  Act  does  not  apply  to  water 
for  domestic  purposes  whore  the  draught  does  not  exceed  Z  gal- 
lons per  ninute,  and  vjhere  the  water  developed  is  not  fron  an 
artesian  well. 

North  Dakota  -  Ch.  ?.55,     Public  Waters  (H.  B.  295),  /dLl 

waters  within    the    ll^^r'ats    of    the    State,  including  navigable 
waters,  are  subject  to  a^-propriation  for  beneficial  use. 

North  Dakcta  -  Ch.  256,  Vfeter  Conservation  Act  of  1939 
(H,  B.  27'i).  The  State  '/[oter  Conservation  Gorinis  si  on,  consist- 
ing of  the  Governor  and  <■,  other  nenbors  ?.ppointed  by  hin,  is 
created  to  perform  the  lollovvdng  functions:  (l)  investigate, 
pla.n,  regulate,  construct  and  mrintciin  public  an  !  ^-rivate  dai-ns 
and  p'rojects  designated  to  aic'  in  water  conservation  and  devel- 
opment for  domxstic,  stock,  recreati':n,  irrigatirn,  mining  and 
cither  uses;  (2)s\ipervise  and  repiilate  the  s-?J.e  of  water  rights, 
the  maintenance  of  wa,tGr  supplies, and  the  threat  of  stream  pol- 
lution; (5)  regulate  and  control  construction  and  operation  of 
welter  wrrks,  inclur'lng  service  rate  crntrol;  ( )  sell,  lease 
and  othenvise  distribute  waters  developed, impounded  and  divert- 
ed by  it , 

In  carrying  out  its  duties  the  Commission  hes  authority  to 
cooperate  with  neighboring  States^  with  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  Governxment  of  Canada, 

Pennsylvania  -  iict  No,  365,  17r,ter  rrid  Fewer  Resources 
Board,  The  State  v/ater  and  Povirer  Rc-  sources  Boar  "'  is  vested  with 
authority  over  the  conser^ration,  control,  and  equitable  use  of 
the  watei's  within  th',e  Coiumonwealth  and  }r- rti  cularly  over  the  ac- 
quisition by  ■  priv'-te  parties  of  rights  to  divert  water  from 
streams,  lakes  and  j'onds.  The  Act  farther  m_akes  available  for 
public  supply  purposes  water  rights  heretofore  or  hereafter  ac- 
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quired  but  not  used;  and  jrrants  to  all  public  v.'g.ter  agencies  ex- 
isting or  hereafter  created,  the  right  to  eminent  domain  as  to 
Tfaters  and  land  covered  bv  such  i^^aters.  Repeals  No,  109  of  1905, 
No.  307  of  1907,  and  No'.  64  of  19^7. 

South  Dakota  -  Ch.  2.2?.,  Storage  of  Sur-'ace  Tfeter  (S.B.59). 
Anyone  who  constructs  a  dam  rcross  a  dry  y/ater  course,  on  land 
ov/ned  by  him  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  a  city,  so  as  to 
form  one  or  more  surface  vrater  reser-^roii^s,  or  v>/ho  donctes  land 
to  the  State  for  that  purpose,  is  entitled  to  a  reduction  in  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  piece  of  land  upon  v>rhich  the  reservoir 
is  located, of  'AO  for  each  rcrc  foot  of  storage  capacity  afford- 
ed. The  maximum  reduction  thus  provided  cannot  exceed  40  per 
cent  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  entire  contiguous  acreage 
o"vvned  by  the  Is.ndoTjncr. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  the  construction  of  such  dams 
must  be  approved  by  the  i^tate  engineer,  Yirho  is  empovrered  to  re- 
quire adequate  spillT-'ay  capacity  and  the  use  of  proper  construc- 
tion materials.  It  is  a.lso  tne  duty  of  the  State  Engineer,  upon 
the,  completion  of  a  dam,  tc  c.-^rtify  that  fact  to  the  -i^oard  of 
County  Commissioners  and  to  indicate  its  capacity,  The  County 
Assessor  must  ascertain  from  ye?r  to  yorr  whether  or  not  the  dam 
is  being  maintained  sufficiently  well  tc  qualify  for  the  reduc- 
tion in  assessed  va.luaticn. 

South  D^icota  -  Ch.  S4,  Leasing  County  Land  for  Water  Stor- 
age (S.E.  28).  Lessees  of  county  real  estate  may  obtain  from  the 
Board  of  County  Commas sionors  a.  permit  tc  build  a  dsin  on  leased 
land  for  the  storage  of  surface  water  u.pon  approval  of  the  Fed- 
eral District  Kange  Program  Inspector,  ViTnen  the  .  dam  has  been 
completed,  the  Program  Inspector  is  required  to  measure  it,esti- 
ma.te  the  number  of  cubic  yards  it  contains,  and  file  v.rith  the 
Ccuntj''  Auditor  a  certificate  as  to  his  findings.  No  quarter  sec- 
tion rartly  co-^-ered  by  the  reservnir  at  hiph  mter  mark,  mry  be 
leased  r-v  sold  to  anyone  other  thrn  the  lessee  vfho  built  the  dam. 
Until  the  purchaser  r,r  the  nev;-  lessev  has  paid  to  the  County  Au- 
ditor the  sum  of  15  cents  for  each  cubic  yard  contained  in  the 
dam,  as  shoy-rn  by  the  above  mentioned  certificate, 

Utah  -  Ch.  oZf  -Acquisition  of  't/ater  Rights  for  County  Use 
(h,E,  227),  In  addition  to  powers  already  grrntcd  to  County  Coti- 
missioners  in  connection  v^dth  thu  acquisition  of  \\'ater  rights  for 
county  uses,  this  iiCt  permits  them  to  receive  by  donation  or  ac- 
quire by  leask^  cr-j^ -vvatL-r  rights  or  stock,  oi'  rights  in  rest-rvoirs, 
or  storage  companies  or  asr ociations .  Th::  Commissioners  have  the 
power  to  construct  de.ms  aiKl  canals  for  storage  ?nd  distributi::n, 
and  tc  fix  the  price  for  the  sale  ■-■^f  such  v/ater  rights  as  may  not 
be  requirt-d  for  public  use. 


Utah  -  Ch.  Ill,     Distribution  of  V/ater  Rights     (S.  L.  254), 


(Water  Utiliz.  cont.) 


Existing  laws  relr.ting  to  wctorr  and  water  rigiits  are  amended 
v/ith  rospoct  to  the  power?  of  the  State  Engineer  in  handling 
applications  for  appropriation,  and  with  respect  to  the  distri- 
bution ri  unapplied  rights.  A  new  section  is  al:^o  added  Y\rhich 
.authorizes  thc'  filing  of  r  :quests  mth  the  State  Engineer  for 
segregation  or  division  of  pending  applications  t:-  appropriate 
water,  or  for  a  perms.nent  change  of  the  point  of  diversion. 
Still  another  new- section  requires  ov/ners  of  reservoirs  or  dams 
to  notify  the  ^tate  Engineer  of  their  approximate  location,  the 
dimension  of  the  dams  and  the  capacity  of  the  reservoirs.  Or.jn~ 
ers  arc  also  required  to  install  an  approved/  type-  of  gauge  in 
connection  with  any  don.  which  is  more  •  tha.n  10  feet  high  or 
vrhich  impounds  more  than  100  acre  feet'  of  water.  The  State  En- 
gineer has  authority  to  bring  action  to  enf^^rce  compliance  vdth 
these  rules. 

^''isconsin  -  ^h,  31E,  '-'ounby  Acquisition  of  Flowage  Pdghts 
(S.E.  493).  i^uthorizes  County  Beards  to  acquire  land  for  flow- 
age  puirposes  in  connection  with  any  dam  completed  under  a  v,'ork 
project  sponsored  by  the  '-^ounty. 

"Wyoming  -  Ch.  123,  '-'hanging  Points  of  JJiv^  rsicn  (-5.F»79)« 
Anyone  possessing  a  right  to  the  beneficial  use  of  the  public 
water  of  any  int ornate  stream.,  --rsho'  desires  to  change  the  point 
of  diversion  from  within  the  adjoining  State  to  a  point  within 
the  State  of  V/yoraihg,  •  may  do  so  upon  obtaining  a  permit  from 
the  Board  of  Control,  Before  issuing  a  permit,  the  Board  must 
investiga.te  the  vs.lidity  of  the  a'plicant's  water  right  and 
hold  hearings  at  .which  adjoining  ovraers  may  a.ppear.  Any  person 
ao-grieved  by  the  Board's  decision  may  appeal  t('  the  district 
court,  . 

l^^-ni.iing  -  Ch,  125,  Diversion  of  Vfeter  into  iui-ther  State 
(H.B.  188).  Public  officials  are  f-r^rbidden  to  grant  permits  for 
any  aDpr'^nriatim  of  public  waters  inside  v/voming  for  use  out- 
side the  St?.te''s  boundaries.  Even  in  dealinp-  Yvlth  officials  in 
other  States  their  actions  must  be  limited  to  the  preparation 
of  a  su?3;gestc~-d  compact,  together  vrith  recorF.Lendati-^ns  and  find— 
infrs.  Final  action  on  any  private  petition  can  be  ta.ken  only  by 
the  Legislature, 

Irrigation  bjgtricts  ■  . 

Oregon  -  Ch.  249,     irrigation  Ldstrict  Centre cts  for  Flood 
Control  l,H.  E.  550),  ■   The  beard  of  diructcrs  of  any  irrigation 
district,  organized  under  the     lavre    of    Oregon  and  situated  in 


9/    See  also  TiXVPION  OF  REAL  PROPEFiTY. 
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any  coimty  east  of  the  Cascade  range,  is  autlicrized  to  contract 
ivith  the  United  States  C--;vemment  for  the  centre  1  of  flood  i-;a- 
ters  on  any  stream  that  either  enters  such  district  or  is  the 
source  of  irriga.tinn ■  water  therefor.  The  Act  also  provides  for 
an  election  to  be  held  for  approval  of  such  contracts  by  the 
lega^l  voters  of  the  district. 

South  Dakota  -  Ch,290,  Procedure  for  Abandonment  of  Drain- 
age Districts     (K,,B.  2.75).      Proceedings  for  the  abolition  of  a 
drainage  district  are  put  in  motion  b^;"  the  signing  of  a  petition 
b'-'  persons  o-'vTOing  more  than  throe— fourths  of  all  the  lands  with- 
in its  bo^'andaries,     and  its  subsequent  presentation  to  the  Board 
of  County  Commissioners.      A  date  for  a  hearing  is  then  set,  ard 
notice  given  to  each  oTOor    of    land  in  the  district  by  r.ail  and 
by  publication.      The    district    is    thereupon  dissolved,  if  the 
County  CoiTimissi oners  find  dissolution  to  be  to  the  best  interests 
of  those  ovming  m.ore  than  one-half    the    land  vfithin  its'  bounda- 
ries.   Payment  of  expenses  incui'red    in    the  proceedings  is  to  be 
mi?.de  out  of  any  surplus  funds  belonging  to  the  district,  and  the 
balance  returned    to    the    various  ovmers  in  proportic-n  to  their  ' 
assessment  contributions.    Dissolution  in  no  way  affects  the  ob- 
ligation or  validity  of  previ'^us  assessments. 

^outh  Dakota  -  Ch,  S93,  Trrigaticn  District  Contracts  With 
the  United  States  (S.B.  29),  ?/henever  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
an  irrigation  district  deem,  it  advisable,  they  are  authorized  to 
contract  mth  the  United  States  for  supplementing  or  appending 
certain  original  ccntra.c'ts,  provided  that  there  be  no  increase 
in  the  principal  indebtedness  ov/ing  the  United  States.  No  elec- 
tion need  be  held  for  this  purpose,  nor  is  the  board  of  direc- 
tors reqaired  to  obtain  judicial  confirmation.  It  is  sufficient 
that  the  contract  be  authorized  and  executed  by  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Board,  upon  the  adoption  of  bh  appropriate 
res^nlution  at  any  regular  or  public  meeting.  Previous  contracts 
thus  mi.a.de  are  now  ra^tified  axid  aporoved, 

Utah  -  Ch,  35,  Dissolution  of  Drainage  Districts  (S.B.  9?), 
Laws  relatinc:  to  the  dissolution  of  districts  are  am.ended  and 
supplemented'.  (Sec.  I,  Ch.  73,  Laws  of  19?,3;  Sec.  24  A-0-59-50, 
Rev.  Stat.  Supp,  1939),  The  amended  section  changes  the  number 
of  land  OTOors  who  are  required  to  sign  the  dissolution  petition 
from  three-fourths  of  the  adult  ovniers  of  two-thirds  of  the  area 
within  the  district,  to  the  omiers  of  a  majority  c-f  the  acreage 
in  the  district.  There  are  also  other  minor  changes  in  the  pro- 
cedure for  handling  the  petition. 

The  sections  addeo  relate  t--  the  m.?Jcing  of  a  detailed 
statement  to  the  court  of  assessments  levied,  collected  and  un- 
collected, tf  gether  with  a  statem.ent  of  indebtedness.  They  pro- 
vie  e  also  for  allocating  ard  apocrtioning  the  indebtedness  a- 
gainst  lands  vdthin  the  district^  for  releasing  lands  upon  the 
payment  of  amounts  so  allocated;  for  barring  claims  no.t  present- 
ed and  a.d  iiioli  cated  ?     and  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  conseouence  of 
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the  failure  tc  pay  the  am^^unt  allocated, 

"^tc.h  —  Intercet  Itotes  on  Loans  to  Agriciiltural  Improve- 
nent  districts  (S.  C.  R.  4).  Ccngi'ess  is  memorialized  tc  pass 
legislation  reducing  the  interest  rate  on  Federal  loans  to 
agricultural  improvement  districts,  from  4  to  5  per  cent  per 
annum. 


Washington  —  ^'h,  13,  Subdivision  of  Irrigation  -districts 
(S,  B,  1E5),  Irrigation  districts  comprising  £00,000  or  more 
acres  are  to  be  subdivided  into  as  mdnj  areas  of  ooual  size  as 
there  ai*e  members  of  .the  P'oard  of  Directors,  each  such  division 
tr^  be  represented  by  one  Director, 

The  i-^'rocess  of  dividing  cv  redividing  is  initiated  by  a 
petition  signed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  or  by  20  land  ov^ners, 
and  addressed  to  the  C.-unty  Cf^iiiTiissioners  of  the  c-imty  con- 
taining the  nrincipo.l  office  of  the  district.  The  County  Cr.m- 
miss'ioncrs,  .after  publication  of  notice  and  the  holding  r^f  a 
hearing,  have  full  authority  to  make  the  prescribed  dixrlsions. 

-'i-  further  provisio  n  limits  the  assessment  on  sny  tract  in 
a  director  division  to  Z  cents  per  acre,  until  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interir.r  shall  have  annr  uiico  :l  tl.at  water  is  i^eady  for  de- 
livery to  that  particular  division. 


Wasxhington  -  Ch.  149,  Disorganisation  of  -irrigation  Dis- 
tricts (H.  B.  542),  .iXij  irrigation  district  wiich  has  no  out- 
standing; bended  ind.ebtedness  and  which  has  been  in  existence 
for  m^ore  tha.n  20  years  v.dthout  having  secured  the  irrigation  of 
any  of  its  lands,  itiay  be  disorga.nized  on  petition  of  25  land- 
ovmers  addressed  to  the  district  Board  of  Directors,  and  a  sub- 
seqaent  three-fifths  vote  in  favor  of  disorgpnization  at  a. 
special  election. 

YJashington  -  Ch.  150,  Inclusion  of  Lands  by  Irrigation 
Districts  (H,3,  34o),  Five  or  a  majority  of  owners  of  land 
presur.ably  susceptible  of  Irrigation  from,  the  v:ater  supply  of 
an  est.3.blished  district  containing  at  least  200,000  acres,  may 
petition  to  h.ave  their  land  included  tlierein.  If  at  the  hear- 
ing vhich  follc'.vs,  the  Po'\rd  'of  Directors  determines  that  the 
land  is  not  actually  suscep)tiMe  to  the  desired  irrigation,  or 
that  50  per  cent  or  r.ore  of  the  title  h-r^lders  of  land  described 
in  the  petiti^^n  ha-^7-'  filed  obiccticns,  the  ;oetition  ?j111  be 
denied.    Othervdse,  the  land  mil  be  incl.uded, 

Washington  -  Ch.  14,  '^peculati.  n  in  Reclamation  Districts 
(S,  B.  1Z?T»      The  State  approves  and  consents  tr  all  the  provi- 
sions of  an  ..ct  of  Congress     (dated         27,  1937)    designed  to 
prevent  land  speculation  in  the  Grand  Coulee  Pro^iect  area. 


-  86  - 

(Water  U till 3,  crnt.) 


Strean  Pollution 

Connecticut  -  Spccirl  Act  65,  State  '^crimissicn  (S.L)-^  933). 
The  Attorney  General,  nonbcrs  of  the  State  VJator  '-'ornaissioi-,  the 
Crmnissioner  of  Health, and  other  persrns  as  selected  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, are  ccnstituted  a  coir-i?lssion  to  treat  v.-ith  New  York  and 
Nevf  Jersey  in  naJcing  plans  for  the  prevention  of  Y^r-terv/ay  pcllu- 
tion. 

Oregon  -  Ch,  5,  Sanitary  -^^uthority  (Initiative  Petition^ 
approved  at  general  election,  Novenber  6,  1938.)  •^''rovides  f^r 
control  of  the  disposal  of  sevc-age  and  other  waste  natter  in 
order  to  preserve  the  natural  purity  c  f  the  waters  of  ri^^ers, 
streams,  lakes,  Y^atersheds  anc-  coastal  areas  of  the  State.  A 
sanitary  authority  coitiTosed  of  the  State  -"-ealth  Officer,  the 
State  Engineer,  the  Chairir:?n  of  the  State  Fisk  Coaniission  and  3 
nerabers  selected  by  the  Governor,  is  err.powered  t:  encourage  vol- 
untary corperation,  formul.ate  rules  and  regulations^  nsko  inves- 
tigations, receive  conolaints,  conduct  public  hearings  and  en- 
force the  laivs  of  the  State  relating  to  the  pollution  of  vja.ters« 

Water  Districts  an-j  Flood  C:ntrol  Projects 


Cclifornj-g.  -  Ch.  656,  Sacranento  Iciver  Flood  Control  Proj- 
ect (S.E,  950).  Provision  is  r£ide  for  the  npJ.ntenanco  and  oper- 
ation of  the  So.cranentc^  itiver  Flood  Contrcl  Project,  constructed 
under  the  Federal  lav/  cf  i.ugust  S6,1937  (P.L.  39e,75th  Congress.) 

California  -  Ch.  73,  S^n  Bernardino  County  Flood  Control 
District  (S.  B.  1231).  The  I'.tiole  of  San  Bernardino  Coxinty  is  in- 
cluded mthin  the  boundaries  of  a  flood  control  district  created 
fcr  the  purpose  of  protecting  water  courses,  watGr sheds,  public 
highvv'ays,  life  end  property  from  claxE.  ge  by  flood  waters.  Tlie 
district  is  divided  into  6  zones  as  a  device  for  facilitating  the 
preparation  of  construction  pla.ns  and  to  serve  as  a  basis  for 
taxation.  The  affairs  of  the  district  are  to  be  aaris.gcd  by  the 
Board  of  ^pervisors  of  San  Bernardino  County.  The  Board  has 
jurisdiction  over  the  hiring  of  competent  technical  assistants, 
preparation  of  project  *^lrji3,  the  hoLanr  of  ^hearings  .on.  proposed 
jjrojects,  the  levying  r>f  .taxes  and  the  calling  of  special  elec- 
tions to  authorize  the  issuing  cf  bonds. 

"C'  lif-rni-.      Ch.  420,  S  if  1^1.'  T.  >"  ii^'s^T  ?utho-itr  v  '^. 

Ec;t,:  fcliDhc--Si..  ■  n  Authorr.j  (c:-nsi  ti::;,. '^S  J  - r*^^  iivt>- 
ed  by  the  Governor  to  represent  various  local  interests),  to 
make  surveys  of  natural  resources  in  the  San.  Luis  Rey  watershed 
and  to  plan  for  their  conservation  ond  use. 

Indiana  -  Ch.  22,    Flood  Control  Districts  (S.  291).      As  a 
first  step    in    the  creation  of  a    flood  control  district  in  and 
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about  cities  of  the  Ist^  2nd,  Zvl,  4th  r?.nd  5th  class,  tho  local 
Board  of  Public  Works  nay  adopt  a  resolution  makin-  the  follow- 
ing declarations:  '•'(!)•  the  necessity  of  flood  pro tcction-- within  ' 
the  corporate  Imits  of  the  city  and  any  or  all  ad.-]' -ining-  ter- 
ritory within  4  'miles^'  on  the  "basis  of  fldod  frequencies  and 
damage  Tvithin  the  la.st  'lO  years;  (S)  the  general  character  of 
the  flood  control  works  to  be  undert?J<:en;  ^3)  a.  description  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  territory  '-to  be  beneficially -affected; 
and  (.4)an  estii:,ate  of -the  cost  of  jcquiring  necessary  property,  - 
and  of  constr'j.cting  ejid  installing  the  proposed  \Y';.rks. 

J-'-  petition  is  then  filed  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  coun- 
ty.   If,  after  due  cpportunity  for    a    hearing,     the  court  finds 
that  no  necessity  exists,  proceedings  are  disrrdssod-i  But  if  the 
court  reaches      fe.vorablc  dccisior.,  it  establishes  the  district 
and  fixes  its  boundaries,  either    in    accord£tncfe--Yd:th  the  peti- 
tion or  in  adcord4nce  vd-th-'eTidGnce  received  in  subsequent  hear- 
ings.     If  Z5  per  cent' or  more  of  the  territory  v.i thin  the  cor- 
porate liraits    of    the    petitiohir';;-  city  has  been  inundated  by 
flood  waters  within  the  preceding  10  years,     the  Vfhcle  city  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  special 'benefit-  district.  No. territory  out- 
side the  ci^rporate  lirrdts  avhich  lies  more 'than  c  feet  above  the 
higherst  flood  stage,    ms.y  be  made  a  part  nf  the  district  unless 
it  is  included  within  or  protected  by  flood  vrorks. 

•  Provision-  is  r.Ta.do  for  the  management'^  of  the  district  by  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  ^  and  for  financing  the  project  by  the 
le-^-ry  of  special  taxes,'  •  ' 

Michigan  -  Public  Act  342,  Gonncctin;:  7ater:  Systems  (S.B. 
396).  cr unties  having  a  population  of  300,000  or  more  ('.'Vajme 
County),  the  -Board  of  Supervisr rs ■  may  authorize  ond  direct  the 
establishment  of  water  and  sewage  system.3,  between  cities,  vil- 
lages and  tcYmship  districts.  Supervision  of  construction  and 
management  of  the  cr^mpleted  project  is  left  largely  t"  the  Coun- 
ty Board,  the  ^diole  arre.n.:  ement  to  be  formalized  by  rigreemcnts 
bo'tween  the  County  Board  and  the  ■  governing  bcdios  of  the  munic- 
ipalities concerned. 

tiew  Hampshire  -  Ch.  227,     Comrdssion  to  In"ostigate  Flood 
Control.     Creates    a    Coixdssion  consisting  of  the  Governor,  as 
Chairmxm,    the  Attorney  General,     th:.    Chairman  of  the  "^and  use 
Board,     the  Chairman  of  the  ¥ater  Resources  Board,     a  member  of  • 
Senate  appointed  by  the  President    of    the  Senate,  and  an-  addi-- 
tional  person  appointed  by  the  Governor,  to  inquire  into  and  in- 
vestigate flood  control,    vfater  power  cevelopm.ent  and  other  re- 
lated pu.blic  problems.  ■ 

NeYf  York  -  Chs.  174 and  505,  -  -^lood  Control  Commission. 
The  life    of    the  temporary  State'  Cotni-dssion  created  in  1936  to 
assist  in  -the  institution  an^d  'consummation    of      a  Federal  long 
range  program  of  flood  control  in  Now  York,  is  extended  to  April 
30,  1940,    at  v.'hich  tLme  it  is  re-quired,  to  make  recommendations 


(Flcocl  Control,  cent.) 
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tc  the  Legislature. 

Oklahona  -  Ch.  70,  i^rt.  4,  Fairfax-Kaw  City  i-uthcrity  U.  P. 
220).    The  Act  creates    a    reclaiiiaticn  and  cc^nservation  district 
tc'  be  knovm  e,s  the  Fairfccc— i'^avj-  City  Aiithrrity,     covering  6  coun- 
ties.   It  is  declaixd  to  be  a  political  corporation,  v/ith  author- 
ity to  exercise  specified  functions  including  the  control,  stor- 
ing, preservation,  and  distribution    of  the  waiters  of  the  Arkansas 
River  snd  its  tributari^.s  for  irrigation,    pcv/er,  conservation, 
and  the  develor.raent  of  forests. 

■'"he  district  is  not  authorized  to  lev^'"  or  collect  taxes  or 
in  any  manner  pledge  the  credit  of  th:.-  State;  but  it  my  borrovf 
up  to  ^p5, 000, 000,  in  its  orni  nane. 

Pennsylvania  --  •''•ct  No.  85,  Flood  Control  ^"lorks.    Abends  an 
"Act  relating  to  flood  control"  (1935  P.L.  105,  anr-  1937  P.L.  43) 
by  authorizing  the  State  Do^artnent  of  HighYraj'^s,  x-rlth  the  approv- 
al of  the  Pennsylvania  'Yater  a.nd  Pov/er  Resources  Board,     to  nake 
agreements  v/ith  Federal  agencies  relp.tive  to  relocation  csid  con- 
struction of  highi^a-ys,  bridges,  viaducts  and  so  forth,  as  neces- 
sitated by  cons tructim  of  any  State  or  Federal  control  vrorks  and 
irrmrovements. 

South  Dak-ta  -  Ch.  291,  ^[ator  C-nservancy  Districts  (H.  B. 
277).  The  creation  of  nev:  taxing  districts,  to  be  knovm  as  v/ater 
conservancy  districts,  is  authorized.  This  authorization  is  sup- 
plementary to  povrers  a.lready  granted  by  other  statutes  to  organ- 
ize irrigation  districts  and  districts  f^-r  the  storage,  purchase, 
or  distribution  of  water  for  municipal  purpi-ses.  The  orgpniza- 
tion  procedure  is  put  in  m'.tion  by  filing  with  the  State  Engineer 
a  petition  signed  by  25  per  cent  of  the  landovniers  or  entrymen 
7fithin  the  area  constituting  the  proposed  -district.  This  area 
need  not  be  contig-uous,  and  it  may  consist  of  lands  wholly  within, 
v/holly  outside  or  partially  outside  incoi^jorated  cities  and  towns. 
Furthermore,  it  may  ci^rlap  the  boundaries  of  another  cc:nservanc3?" 
or  irrige.ticn  district,  insofar  as  no  material  conflict  would  re- 
sult. 

If  the  State  Engineer  finds  the  petition  to    be  technically 
correct,  and  the  proposed  district  and  work  plan  mechexiically  and' 
economically  satisfactory,  it  is  his  duty  to  execute  a  certificate 
of  organizati' n,  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  sub- 
sequently certified  to  the  County  Auditor  of  each  county  in  vriiic]fr 
the  district  lies.    Districts  are    to    have  the  usi;al  powers  of  a 
corporation  for  public  pur^ioscs,  but  not  the  •oower  of  taxation  or 
assessment.      They    may  borrow  money    and    incur  indebtedness  for 
corporate  use,     to  be  repaid  solely:     (a)  from  income  and  profits 
derived  from  the  operation  and  management  of  its  water  system,  or 
(b)  from  the  sale    of    district  warrants,     notes,  revenue,  bonds, 
debentures,     etc.,     likevn-se  payable  solely    from    revenues.  The 
maximum,  maturity  date  for  district  obligations    is    40  years,  and 
the  meximum  interest  rate  6  per  cent. 


(Fined  Crntrcl,  cont.) 


Texas  -  Rio  Grande  Flcod  Central  Project  (S.  B.  250).  The 

CoraiTiissicners '  Court  of  any  county  bordering  liexico,  or  of  any 
county  contiguous  to  such  a  county,  arc  authorize^''  to  enter  in- 
to agreements  with  the  Federal.  Go-remment  to  "cquire,  and  to 
convey  to  the  United  States  Tilth  or  without  considtrration,  land 
to  be  used  in  the  developnijent  of  navigation,  irrigation  and 
flood  control  projects, 

Texas  -  water  Inprovcnent  Districts  (h,  B,  892),  After  a 
water  inproveraent  district  has  been  organized  and  has  acquired 
facilities  with  v^hich  to  function  as  an  irrigation  district,  it 
may  proceed  to  exclude  lands  which  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
make  irrigation  impractical •  Before  so  doing,  however,  it  is 
necessary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  S5  per  cent  of  the  holders 
of  outstanding  bonds;  and  it  is  also  necessary  that  a  like 
amount  of  ii-rigable  land  of  a  t  least  equal  value  be  simultane- 
ously added  t*"'  the  district. 

Utah  -  Ch.  129,  Colorado  River  Great  Basin  Project  (S.  B. 
242).  The  .<^im  of  Si^62,500  —  to  be  matched,  bjr  ?e;_:'eral  funds  — 
is  ai"pr'"priated  tr.  the  Utah  'Tater  Storare  Commission  for  an  in- 
vesti'ation  and  sur^/ey  of  the  proposed  G'-lorado  Fiver  Great  Ba- 
sin project.  The  p3:'oject  has  f-i'  its  objective  the  buildinr  of 
dams,  reservoirs,  ca.nals,  power  plants  ?nd  povfer  lines  f  o^r  the 
utilization  of  vrater  from  the  Greon  and  Colorado  Elvers, 

lifyomdnr:  -  Constitutic;nal  Amendnent  (S.J.R.  3).  The  elec- 
tors of  the  State  will  be  asked  at  the  next  .reneral  election  to 
vote  on  a.  constitutional  ar.endm.ent  which  would  Dermit  the  Sta.te 
to  engage  in  T/ater  utilization  arid  conservation  im'::^rr^vement 
Y/orks  without  ha.vin>  first  to  rbtain  the  now  r  equirod  authoriza- 
tion of  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  people.  Und^.r  the  amendment 
the  Legislature  would  have  power  to  provic'e  for  construction  of 
such  works  either  directly  or  by  cxteniinr  aid  to  political  sub- 
divisions and  other  subordinate  public  corporati'-ns. 
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Land  Use  -  J/orest  Fire  Control 

P-ablic  Finance;  -  I'lunicipal  Bankruptcy.. 

South  Dakota 

Government  Organization  -  County  Highway  B 
Govern.'iental  Cooperation  -  Boundary  Waters 

Custer  State  Park 

Pittman-Rribertson  Act 
Pl.'-.nninp  and  Zoning  -  State  J'lannin::V  Boa.rd 
Public  Finance  -  Schools 
Piblic  Lands  -  Exchange 

I.i?.nap-ement 
Toxatif^n  -  Legislative  Indulggricos 
'Tater  Utilization  ~  Storage 

Drainar'e  Disti'icts 

Irrigation  Districts 

Conservancy  Districts 

Tennessee 

Agriculture  -  C<'  orieratives 

Governrr-.ent  Organization  -  County  Gonsolido 

Conservation  Corninission 
Goverrraental  Cooperation  -  Education 

Local  Governments 

Pibtman-Iiobertson  i^ct 
Land  Use  -  Fire  Prevention 

Soil  Conservati'-.^n 
Plannint-  and  Zt^ning  -  Advertising  ■ 

Davids >::::  County 

Ccnmunity 
Taxation  -  Settlement  o.f  Liens 

Le  g  i  s  1  a t  i-^.re  I  ndul g  e  n  c  e  s 

Texas 

G''^vernnont 'Organization  -  Scht^cl  Districts 
Gc'vernmental  Cooperation  -  Lie  Grande  C(  mp 

Pittman-Itobertspn  Act 
Grazing  -  Cattle  Guards 
Land  Use  -  Fire  Protectir-n 

Soil  Cons e r v?, t i on 
P.iblic  ^inance  -  Pa'Tients  in  lieu  of  taxes 
v/ater  Utilization  -  Flood  Control  ■ 

Improvement  Districts 
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Ge-rerr.r.icnt  Orf-:anisn.ticn  -  3chccl  System  Stu:;y  22 
Gcvernmontcl  Cccperr.tion  -  bducatim  23 
Planninu  rr.d  Zc  ninr  -  /  uil^'in:    Ri^pilr.tions  •  54 

R.iblic  Finaricc  -  UniirrM  Schcc  1  Fund  58 
Taxc.ticn  -  Te.x  Seles 

".icter  UtilisE-ticn  -  ^;i£.tcr  Kifhts  - 

84 
85 
89 


Drainr.re  .Listricts 
Im.prc^''enient  Listricts 
C olor c.dc  River 

Verniont 

i'-'^rriculturo  -  Hurricr.ne  ^r.ioT c.cr.cj 
Governncntal  C'-'Cpcro.ti'r.  -  Education 

State  Sovereignty 

Pit trrian-Rc b e rt s  on  Act 
Land  Use  -  -^irninr  Pcrrpits 

S^'il  Conservatirn 
Plannin'-  and  Zcninr,  -  iJTienr^nents 

Referendura 
T?aation  -  Cc^llectirn  Procedure 

Vlrshin'-tcn 

G^rnnental  Cocperaticn  -  Pittaan-Rohertscn  ..ct 

Farn  Forestry 
Grc.zin<::  -  Pational  Forests 
Land  Use  -  Forestry 

Fire  Protection  Listricts 

Soil  Conservation 
Public  LaricI  -  County  Horiesteao's 
Taxation  -  Levy  Lir.iitation 

L'j ri slat i ve  Indulpe nc o  s 
*feter  Utilization  -  Irriyation  Districts 

Reclaaation  Listricts 

West  Virginia 

i.friculture  -  Freioht  liatcs 

GovernrAentsa  Cooperation  -  Ohio  Fiiver  Conpr.ct 

PittLian-Pcbertscn  Act 
Land  Use  -  Fire  Seasons 

Soil  Conservation 
Taxati  n  -  County-dicVj  Levy 

InteriiTi  Corpxiittee 

Tax  Redenptir'n 

YJ"isconsin 

•  G^ernnental  Coopcratior  -  : 'ississiv:-^i  lark-vvay 


12 
23 
25 
27 

39 
43 
54 
54 
77 


27 
27 
29 
39 
39 
43 
66 
70 
79 
85 
85 


11 
23 
27 
40 
44 
70 
77 
77 


27 

32 


Lan'-^  Tenure  -  Mortrare  ''oratoria 

Land  Use  -  Soil  Conservation  ;^ 
Public  I'lnance  -  ,S'/ranp  Lan:'  '.^nds 

Board  of  T-x  i.preals 
Tpocation  -  Legislative  Induloences 
■Jater  Utilization  -  Flowa^e  Ri.^jhts 


58 
61 
79 
83 


-  99  - 


Page 


Gc\^ernnental  Cocporaticn  -  Education  S3 

Pittnan-Rcbertsc  n  Act  Zl 

Lane  Tenure  -  Fari;i  Lvan  Board  33 

Plannin.r  and  Zoninr  -  Planning  Board  47 

Piablic  Finance  -  County  Budget  Let  58 

Public  Lands  -  Public  Doniain  67 

Taxation  -  Redemption  77 

V/ater  Utilization  -  Diversions  83 

Constitutional  /jncndnent  89 


